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ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN 
MASTER PLAN

INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

November 11, 2009

M2L Associates, Inc.
Planners & Landscape Architects

Minor Design,   AECOM
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CT1. Enhance the Visual Appeal 

2. Attract and Retain Investors / Residents

3. Increase Property Values

4. Promote a safe community

5. Facilitate Business Development

6. Leverage the District Resources

MASTER PLAN GOAL
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1. Systems Inventory 

2. Identify Strengths and Weaknesses

3. Develop Wayfinding Signage

4. Mass Transit Interface

5. Parks and Open Space Coordination

6. Develop District Design Vision

7. Create District Branding and Logo

MASTER PLAN OBJECTIVES
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The proposed design elements under consideration:
• Street Lights  • Parking/Service Screening
• Landscaping • Bus Shelters
• Signage/Monuments • Street Furniture
• Special Paving • Public Art
• Sidewalks/Ramps • Seating Areas
• Parks and Open Spaces • Bicycle Facilities
• Mid Block Seating Areas • Freeway Enhancements

SCOPE OF WORK LIMITS
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1. Land Use

2. Areas of Interest

3. Major Thoroughfare Plan

4. Traffic Volumes

5. Mass Transit

6. Parks and Open Spaces

7. Infrastructure

SITE INVENTORY
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DISTRICT BOUNDARY

Area = 12 Square Miles
Highway Frontage = 7.25 miles
Major Thoroughfares/Collectors = 32.3 
miles
100,000 residents
2500 businesses

INVENTORY
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LAND USEINVENTORY
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TRANSPORTATIONINVENTORY
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INFRASTRUCTUREINVENTORY
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MASS TRANSITINVENTORY
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AREAS OF INTERESTINVENTORY



IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

PARKS AND OPEN SPACEINVENTORY
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CORRIDOR AND INTERSECTIONSANALYSIS

1. Bellaire Blvd.

2. Beechnut

3. Bissonnet

4. Wilcrest

5. Kirkwood

6. Dairy Ashford

7. Eldridge

8. Howell Sugarland

9. Synott

10.West Belfort

CORRIDORS
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CORRIDORS AND INTERSECTIONSANALYSIS

ANALYSIS CRITERIA
1. Roadway Infrastructure:

Roadway Curbs and Surfaces
Accessibility
Utility Clutter
Street Lights

2. Pedestrian Amenities:
Sidewalks and Access Ramps
Street Trees
Street Furniture
Transit Amenities

3. Intersections:
Sidewalks and Access Ramps
Traffic Signalization
Roadway Curbs and Surfaces

4. Analysis Rating System:
Little or No Improvements Needed
Moderate Improvements Needed
Maximum Improvements Needed
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CORRIDOR AND INTERSECTIONSANALYSIS
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CORRIDOR AND INTERSECTIONSANALYSIS



IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

CORRIDOR AND INTERSECTIONSANALYSIS
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The process of getting from place to place
is called Wayfinding
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Facility/Place Signage Street Signage Landscape

Street Furniture Special paving Transportation Lighting

Special landmarks Architecture Activity/Spaces
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The way in which a place evokes
a special or unique emotional attachment,

or sense of belonging,

Sense of Place
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One Important Wayfinding Element: SIGNAGE

TASK: Develop An Environmental Graphic Identity Program 

• Celebrates the unique character of the District
• Reinforces it’s boundaries
• Improve awareness of important destinations
• Improve the Streetscape Character
• Perception of a clean, safe, welcoming environment
• Is cost effective and easily implementable
• Reinforces a ‘Sense of Place’

THAT:
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WAYFINDING SIGNAGE

Light Pole 
Cladding

Street Sign

Interior Marker

Interior 
Monument

District Edge ID

Facility and
Directional

Proposed Improvements
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WAYFINDING SIGANGEProposed Improvements
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LOGO AND BRANDING

Logo Competition Winner
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Next :
Applying The  Design Vision

For
The District and it’s Corridors
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1. Wayfinding Signage
ADDITIONAL PROPOSED CONCEPTS

2. Intersection Enhancements

3. Pedestrian Mobility

4. Hike and Bike Trail

5. Street Landscaping

6. Bridge Enhancements

7. Freeway Enhancements

8. Parks and Open Space

9. Transit Stop Improvements
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Proposed Improvements INTERSECTIONS
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Proposed Improvements INTERSECTIONS
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Proposed Improvements PEDESTRIAN MOBILITY
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Proposed Improvements PEDESTRIAN MOBILITY
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Proposed Improvements HIKE AND BIKE
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Proposed Improvements HIKE AND BIKE
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Proposed Improvements HIKE AND BIKE
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Proposed Improvements LANDSCAPING
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Proposed Improvements LANDSCAPING
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Proposed Improvements BRIDGE TREATMENT
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Proposed Improvements BRIDGE TREATMENT
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Proposed Improvements FREEWAY ENHANCEMENTS
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Proposed Improvements FREEWAY ENHANCEMENTS



IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

Proposed Improvements PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
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Proposed Improvements PARKS AND OPEN SPACE



IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
TE

RN
AT

IO
NA

L M
AN

AG
EM

EN
T 

DI
ST

RI
CT

Proposed Improvements PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
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Proposed Improvements TRANSIT IMPROVEMENTS
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Proposed Improvements
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Proposed Improvements
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Proposed Improvements
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Proposed Improvements
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Proposed Improvements








