










COUNCIL MEMBER OLIVER PENNINGTON
DISTRICT G

December 4,2014

Mr. Alan Clark
Director of Transportation Planning
Houston-Galveston Area Council
p.O. Box 22777
Houston, TX 77027

Re: Westchase Management District TIP Submissions

Dear Mr. Clark:

As the Houston City Council Member for District G, I am pleased to support the Westchase
Management District in their pursuit of transportation funds in the 2015-2018 Transportation
Improvement Program at the Houston-Galveston Area Council. With this funding, they plan to
implement the following projects:

• Walnut Bend (Westpark to Westheimer)
• Westheimer (Rocky Ridge to Kirkwood)
• Centerpoint Trail (Hike and Bike)

Work for the Walnut Bend portion of the project will reconstruct the roadway and add curbs,
gutters, sidewalks, landscaping, ADA ramps, and pedestrian lighting. These improvements
are expected to enhance the pedestrian level of service and safety, increase transit ridership
and pedestrian activity, provide potential economic benefits, and reduce auto trips and vehicle
emissions. For Westheimer, work will include widening sidewalks, bringing the area into ADA
compliance, and installing street furniture, bollards, pedestrian lighting, and transit stops.
These upgrades are expected to improve pedestrian safety, increase transit ridership and
pedestrian activity, provide potential economic benefits, and reduce auto trips and vehicle
emissions. The Centerpoint portion of the project is a hike and bike trail. It will provide a new
north-south connector between Westheimer and Richmond for alternative forms of
transportation, and will connect to existing bikeways. This work is expected to improve safety
for pedestrians and transit users, increase transit ridership and pedestrian activity, and reduce
auto trips. All of these projects will serve to improve connectivity, access, and safety for
pedestrians and transit users in our region.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact my office at (832) 393-30070r via e-mail at districtg@houstontx.gov.

Sincerely,

Oliver Pennington 900 Bagby, 1st Floor I Houston, TX 77002
832.393.3007 I 832.395.9571 (fax) I districtg@houstontx.gov
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2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program 
Westchase District Candidate Project 

 
Walnut Bend Additional Information  

 

 

 

Photos of Existing Pavement Conditions: 
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Project Location Map  
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Land Use  
 

The current land use map prepared by the Houston-Galveston Area Council shows that land 

uses around the project corridor includes: 

 Residential (single-family and multi-family) 

 Commercial (retail, office space) 

 Institutional (government/medical/ education) 

 Industrial 

 Parks and open space 

 Vacant 

 Other 

Table 1 tabulates the total area and proportion in each land use category within half mile of the 
project corridor.  The table shows that residential and commercial land covers almost 60% of 
the total area. The remaining 40% includes industrial, institutional, undeveloped and others 
used.  

Table 1 – Land Use  

Land Use Type  Acres  Percentage  

Residential 352.61 34% 

Commercial 313.62 31% 

Undevelopable 113.48 11% 

Industrial 112.10 11% 

Vacant Developable (includes Farming) 69.64 7% 

Parks/Open Spaces 26.26 3% 

Government/Medical/Education 25.93 3% 

Other 8.57 1% 

Unknown 4.56 0% 

Total  1,026.77   

 
 
 
Refinement of this corridor will provide access to numerous shopping centers, grocery stores, 
restaurants, banks, fitness centers, churches, and colleges. There are numerous multi-family 
residential uses directly adjacent to the project corridor which will be able to take advantage of 
the proposed improvements.   
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Transit Connections  
The project corridor is served by is served by METRO’s 19 Wilcrest Crosstown & 2 Bellaire Routes. There 
are 16 bus stops along the project corridor.  The combined daily boarding at these 16 bus stops is 438.   
 The proposed project will improve pedestrian access to transit routes along Walnut Bend, Westheimer, 
Westpark, and Richmond. 
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Increased pedestrian activity and transit ridership from the proposed project would reduce the 
automobile trips within a given area which leads directly to a reduction in the amount of air pollution 
that is emitted by vehicle.  As presented in Table 2, combining the emission reduction from both transit 
and pedestrian sources results in total annual savings of 1.63 tons of NOX, VOC, and CO.  
 
 

Table 2 – Summary of Emission Benefits 

Type of 
Emission 

Pedestrian Benefits 
Reduced    Emissions 

(grams) 

Transit 
Benefits 
Reduced 

Emissions 
(grams) 

Grams 
Reduced 

Daily 

Conversion 
to Pounds 
Reduced 

(0.0022046) 

Conversion 
to Tons 

Reduced 
(0.0005) 

Annual 
Net 

Tons 
Reduced 

(365)  

NOx 17 327 344 0.758 0.000 0.138 

VOC 21 391 411 0.907 0.000 0.166 

CO 165 3,138 3,302 7.280 0.004 1.329 

Total 202 3,855 4,058 8.945 0.004 1.633 

 
Bikeways 

The project will intersect existing Library Loop Trail and will run also run adjacent to the Brays Bayou 
Trail Connector, which will be under construction in early CY15. It will also connect with City of Houston 
bikeways on Meadowglen and Wilcrest. The importance of introducing alternative modes of 
transportation has been specifically highlighted as part of the H-GAC sponsored West Houston Mobility 
Plan.   
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