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Uptown / Houston Parks Board / CenterPoint Energy 

November 20, 2017  

Attendees: Jim Webb (The Goodman Corporation), Brad Cowan (Terrain Studio), Sarah Newbery 
(Uptown Development Authority), Chip Place (Houston Parks Board), Kevin Meals, Matt Dowell 
(CenterPoint Energy) 
 
Purpose: Review Uptown multi-use path alignments with CenterPoint to receive preliminary 
concurrence in advance of pursuing grant funding.  
 
Notes:  

 Uptown reviewed the universe of multi-use path projects connecting Memorial Park to 
surrounding activity centers and regional hike/bike connections.  

 CenterPoint clarified that the businesses adjacent to their property in Segment 3 utilize 
CenterPoint property via a license agreement rather than a lease agreement. 

 CenterPoint noted previous coordinating efforts related to Segment 3 with the Welcome 
Wilson group as well as other interested parties (to include Rice University) in the past. 
An agreement regarding exists with the Welcome Wilson group regarding the CenterPoint 
property in question.  

o Uptown will coordinate with the Welcome Wilson group regarding this project.  

 The unfunded section south of Segment 3 is noted as a very important component for 
regional multi-use path connectivity. 

 CenterPoint noted potential conflicts with overhead utility equipment in relation to the 
conceptual path alignment but identified that these conflicts could be mitigated through 
modifications to the alignment.  

 The group noted it would be important to coordinate with Harris County Flood Control 
District (HCFCD) due to their adjacent easement on UPRR property and the need to 
potentially utilize certain components of it if deemed necessary (and if possible) through 
final design.  

o Contacts suggested as Shannon Watson and Sandra Musgrove; Houston Parks 
Board will provide coordination with HCFCD.  

 CenterPoint suggested walking Segment 3 to determine where the trail alignment should 
run in relation to field conditions and mark areas for future review/evaluation by 
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CenterPoint. It was determined that CenterPoint could potentially review the field 
conditions the first week in December. 

 Uptown and the consultant team will walk the Segment 3 alignment on 11/22/17 to 
review field conditions and flag potential conflicts in advance of a field walk with 
CenterPoint.  
 

 CenterPoint will review real estate information relative to Segment 3 and pending general 
concurrence with alignment, will coordinate with license-holders. 

  
Next Steps: 
 

 Uptown will review alignment and flag potential conflict areas. 

 Uptown will coordinate with CPE on field visit for first week of December.  

 Houston Parks Board will coordinate with HCFCD. 

 Uptown will coordinate with Welcome Wilson Group.  

 Pending results, CPE will review real estate documentation for corridor and coordinate 
with licensees.  
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CENTERPOINT/UPTOWN/HCFCD TRAIL DISCUSSION 

February 6, 2018 

Attendees: Nat Wanissorn (Uptown), Lisa Johnson (HPARD), Richard Odlozil (HPARD), Mike 

Vandewater (HCFCD), Lee Tristan (CenterPoint), Brad Cowan (Terrain), Jim Webb (TGC), 

Welcome Wilson Sr., Welcome Wilson Jr. (Welcome Group)  

 

 After reviewing survey data provided by CPE and HCFCD, it is determined that the UPRR 

ROW extends approximately 28’ west of the fence adjacent to their railroad tracks.  

 

 CPE requires us to stay away from the “drop zone” of the overhead lines. Guidance is to stay 

as far away as possible from the overhead lines and equipment at all times.  

 

 All parties in agreement that UPRR ROW is to be avoided as it will not be possible to 

negotiate access/license/easement agreements for the trail.  

 

 HCFCD provided information about their easements and indicated they do not have the 

authority to allow recreational use of the easements. Permission for the trail will have to be 

provided by the underlying property owners. If the trail is allowed, HCFCD will review the 

design to ensure the trail does not block maintenance access and the drainage patterns in 

the easement continue to drain toward the inlets.  

 

 Field measurements from the UPRR fence line indicate that there is sufficient space to place 

a 8’-12’ trail within the CPE owned property/HCFCD easement along the corridor. This 

alignment would require the relocation of the existing chain link fence to the west by 

approximately 2-4’. This will avoid touching UPRR ROW.  

 

 Trail alignment must be as straight as possible at all times. Uptown would be responsible for 

covering cost to relocate wooden utility poles and other obstructions if necessary. 

Transmission lines cannot be relocated.  
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 CPE will ultimately require a formal survey and drawings for any type of approval. These 

documents and any coordination with lease holders re: fence relocation can be run through 

Lee Tristan.  

 

 Large storm inlet drain at Richmond to be covered and closed soon. This may accommodate 

a better trail connection to the existing sidewalk at Richmond in the future.  

 

 HPARD/COH to advertise the design of the section from San Felipe to Memorial Park in 

March 2018.  

 

 Welcome Group has maintenance agreement with both CPE and UPRR north of San Felipe. 

South of San Felipe Welcome Group only has a maintenance agreement with CPE.  

 

 Welcome Group’s existing irrigation line needs to be accommodated in design plans for 

section north of San Felipe.  
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