Memorial Connector

Barrier elimination
1. Does proposed facility provide safe and convenient routes across barriers, such as freeways, railroads, and waterways?
Yes.  
· The proposed facility provides a safe and convenient route across and along a freeway ( I 10), and under the railroad. The proposed shared use path utilizes a large berm area along the top of the I 10 EB embankment slope; the facility has a greater than 5 foot offset from the vehicular lanes.  Per AASHTO, the minimum desirable width of a shared use path, is 10 feet with a 5 foot offset from the curb (AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, Fourth Edition, Chapter 5: Design of Shared Use Paths, pg. 5-3). 
· Across I 10, the proposed improvements are widen the existing pedestrian bridge for the trail to tie into the Cottage Grove Park access at Cohn St. Initially the existing bridge over I 10 was out of the scope of the project; however for a more seamless high comfort connection over I 10, the proposed project also expands the deck of the existing bridge to accommodate a 10 foot wide path. 
· The shared use path slopes downwards in order to go under the existing railroad bridge east of Washington Ave. At this point, the shared use path is behind existing columns, which provides a crash-worthy physical barrier between the facility and the vehicular lanes. As the shard use path slopes down, there will be railing.  Per AASHTO, the railing should be 42 in high (AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities, Fourth Edition, Chapter 5: Design of Shared Use Paths, pg. 5-27).

2. Does proposed facility close a gap in the existing bicycle network that align with a regional bikeway shown on the Regional Bikeway Concept Map?
Yes, the facility closes a gap in the existing ped/bicycle network by connecting to Memorial Park with the foregoing neighborhoods and other neighborhoods beyond, Cottage Grove and Woodcrest parks as well as downtown Houston. 
Expands or Improves Bike/Pedestrian Connectivity
1. Does the facility directly connect to or within 1/4 mile of employment?
a. If yes, please indicate number of jobs the facility directly connects to or is within a 1/4 mile.
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2. Does the facility directly connect to or within 1/4 mile of a school or university?
No. The proposed facility is within 0.36 miles from St. Theresa Catholic School.
3. Does the facility directly connect to or within 1/4 mile of medical facility?
No. 
4. Does the facility directly connect to or within 1/4 mile of Transit Center or Transit Stop?
Yes. The proposed facility is within ¼ mile from Route 85 transit stops on Washington Avenue (0.09 mile south of the intersection at I 10). Route 85 also connects between downtown Houston and the Post Oak Transit Center.  Also within ¼ mile of the proposed facility is Route 071 – transit stop Larkin St @ Cohn.  There is also a future planned bus hub at the NE corner of Memorial Park where this trail would connect.
5. Does the facility directly connect to or within 1/4 mile of other points of interest?
Yes. The proposed pedestrian and bike facility is within ¼ miles of the activity (commercial/retail/residential destinations) along Washington Avenue south of I 10. It also connects through the trail system in Memorial Park to Downtown Houston via Buffalo Bayou Trail and to Uptown District/Galleria area via the shared use path along I 610 feeder road. On the west side, the facility directly connects to Memorial Park with its 30 miles of heavily used hiking trails. On the east side, the facility directly connects to Cottage Grove and Woodcrest Park. Also connects within 0.40 miles of Camp Logan Park and connects within 0.30 miles of Bike Barn’s corporate office.

Planning Coordination
6. Is the proposed project recommended in a regional/sub regional/or locally adopted plan including regional thoroughfare plans? Or Has the sponsor conducted interagency coordination with other local or state agency affected by the proposed project?
a. If yes, please provide the title of the regional/sub regional or local plan in which the proposed project is recommended.
Yes, proposed facility is identified within SuperNeighborhood 22 Transportation Plan July 2010. On page 38 under Hike and Bike Grid Expansion, the light purple line in the map indicates a trail alignment adjacent to I 10. The Plan also identifies the importance of the bridge over I 10 that connects to Cottage Grove Park. On page 39, the Plan states “Highest Priority: Completion of MKT trail from Shepherd westward and especially into Memorial Park” and “Connection under rail lines on the north end of Memorial Park at I-10 is needed.”
 Meetings held to date with other local entities:
· The Heights Land Use Committee, Feb. 5, 2018.  Representing The Heights Super-neighborhood (SN 15)
· Washington Avenue Coalition/Memorial Park, Super-neighborhood (SN 22) on March 15, 2018 and August 16, 2018. TIRZ 5 was also represented at the March meeting.
· Lazybrook/Timbergrove Super-neighborhood (SN 14) on April 12, 2018.
· Citizens’ Transportation Coalition on June 28, 2018.  
· The Heights 2/5/18 Land Use Committee meeting
· 2/13/18 full Greater Heights SN meeting and 10/9/18.
· Harris County Pct 4 on Sept. 4, 2018
· TxDOT meeting with representatives from SN 14, SN 15 and SN 22 on Sept. 4, 2018.

b. If yes, please provide a link to the regional/sub regional or local plan in which the proposed project is recommended.
http://nebula.wsimg.com/107e9aeff08fadaf1760d3a147ecc931?AccessKeyId=A746326865DF89284D6D&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
SN 22 Transportation Master Plan.
 
H-GAC to conduct analysis based on the GIS/map project location provided above
Minority populations
No
Low income households
No
Senior populations (over age 65)
No
Limited Educational attainment
 No
Zero automobile ownership
No
Female head of household
No
Limited English proficiency
No
7. Please explain
Source H-GAC's Environmental Justice GIS Maps.
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