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Creating a Sense of Place

Intangibles which make a community unique, 
desirable, attractive, and sustainable. 

Supports a Strong Sense of 
Community

Creating Places 
Where People Want to Be

Encourages Reinvestment

Keeps Taxes Low



Dancing 
Building 
(Prague, 
Czech 

Republic)



Habitat 67 (Montreal, 
Canada)

Expo 67, one of the world’s largest universal expositions was held in Montreal. Housing was 
one of the main themes of Expo 67.  The cube is the base, the mean and the finality of 
Habitat 67. In its material sense, the cube is a symbol of stability. As for its mystic meaning, 
the cube is symbol of wisdom, truth, moral perfection, at the origin itself of our civilization.  
354 cubes of a magnificent grey-beige build up one on the other to form 146 residences 
nestled between sky and earth, between city and river, between greenery and light.



Kettle House (Texas, United 
States)









Thinking about Sustainability



Urban Environment



Healthy Society



Green Economy



 “livability” means environments which 
are “people-centric” not “auto-centric”

 places where people want to be, that 
contribute to interaction and discourse 
with others, and are personally 
fulfilling. 

 has implications for design of 
neighborhoods, retail areas and civic 
spaces, and

 how we design routes between them











Livable and sustainable – 4 
case studies

 DuPont Circle, Washington DC

 Frisco, Texas

 Lubbock, Texas

 Unamed bad example













 Washington DC
◦ Livable and sustainable

◦ Carbon footprint 

◦ Transit

◦ Zip car









“ I say that living in the country makes a 
man happy.  You say the city.  Small 
wonder, that one discontent with his own 
lot prefers another’s.  Each is absurd to 
pretend the place is at fault; it’s innocent.  
The mind is to blame.  It has to live with 
itself.”

Horace – 31 B.C.



“There is not a village in America, 
however badly planned at first, or ill built 
afterwards, that may not be redeemed, in 
a great measure, by the aid of shade 
trees in the streets and, a little shrubbery 
in the front yards, and it is never too late 
or too early to project improvements of 
this kind.”  

Andrew Jackson Downing - 1840



“Venice would be a fine city if it were only   
drained.”

Ulysses S. Grant - 1878





VCS – Residential Highest Rank



VCS – Residential Lowest Rank



VCS – Retail Highest Rank



VCS – Retail Lowest Rank
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planningdevelopment/
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pages/
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Christopher B. Leinberger, The Option of Urbanism:
Investing in a New American Dream

“The pendulum began to swing back in the 
1990s as younger people and older empty 
nesters wanted to live closer to where they 
work and play.  Demographic trends 
combined with pent-up demand support a 
continuation of that trend, he said. For 
instance, the number of U.S. households 
without children is projected to rise to 88 
percent (of new households) in the next 20 
years, from 67 percent today and 50 percent 
in the 1950s”













Full Life-Cycle Neighborhoods

















 Highland Park

 Developed by Hugh 
Prather in 1906

 Master Planned New 
Town of 1,326 acres

 Designed by Wilbur 
David Cook, Beverly 
Hills

 Set aside 20% for open 
space and parks

 First shopping center in 
1931







North Overton Aerial

Pre-Demolition
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