TxCDBG 2019-2020 CEDAF
TA Record to Support Invoice
Houston-Galveston Area Council
Reporting Period 9/1/2019 to 8/31/2020
Contract Number C719218
A. General Technical Assistance

Locality Contact Person Date(s) of Service Type of TA # Beneficiaries Outcome (opt.)
e 2/10/2020: worked with City of Daiestta’s City Administration staff (Joan Caruthers) to
discuss water supply funding options.

B. Dissemination of Program Information

Description of Information Recipients of Information, Method of Dissemination, Date of
Dissemination
e 2/2020: Emailed rural local governments information about the 2020 AARP Community
Challenge
e 4/28/2020: Held roundtable focused on rural and small town downtown revitalization.
Fair housing and funding options was on of the topics. Topic was Remaining
Economically Competitive. Had 40 attendees.
5/2020: Redesigned H-GAC housing webpages
e 7/28/2020: Held roundtable focused on rural and small town downtown revitalization.
Topic was How Strategic Investments are Benefiting Downtown Revitalization. Had 51
attendees.

C. Section 3 Outreach
Attach screenshots of Section 3 resources used

H-GAC maintains information regarding Section 3 on our Workforce Solutions website. The link
is posted to the Workforce Solutions website. https://www.wrksolutions.com/x100748.
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D. Fair Housing and other Outreach Events

Description of Event (attach flyer or other material) # Participants Date of Event
e Host a Fair Housing event

©)

Fair Housing was a component of one of the presentations at the H-GAC Bringing
Back Main Street Webinar on April 28, 2020.
= 40 participants

e Maintain a website with Fair Housing Information

o

Website is located here http://www.h-gac.com/regional-housing-
coordination/default.aspx

e Distribute information on TxCDBG

o

Information about Fair Housing was posted in the C&E Newsletter, the Economic
Development Digest, and the H-GAC Newsletter = Regional Focus)
Information about Fair Housing was posted on all H-GAC Social Media platforms
throughout April
H-GAC Board of Directors passed a resolution recognizing April as Fair Housing
Month
Information about Fair Housing was posted on H-GAC’s COVID-19 Response Page
H-GAC distributed a Fair Housing month press release to area media
H-GAC Press Release Distribution List

e Guidry News

e Houston Chronicle

e Community Impact Newspaper

e Houston Public Media

e Austin County News Online

e Fort Bend Herald

e Galveston Daily News

e Waller Times

e Kinder Institute Blog

e Colorado County Citizen

e Alvin Sun

e Bluebonnet News

e Fort Bend Star

e Baytown Sun

e Indian Herald

e Reporter News

e Fort Bend Spotlight

e Anahuac Progress

e The Post Newspaper

e Liberty Gazette

e Wharton Journal Spectator

e Montgomery County News

e Bay City Tribune


http://www.h-gac.com/regional-housing-coordination/default.aspx
http://www.h-gac.com/regional-housing-coordination/default.aspx
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H-GAC Community and Environmental Planning Update - April 2020
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It is an annual opportunity to celebrate the incredible natural resources we have in our
region and educate new audiences about their importance. Please know that we

missed seeing all of you at Trash Bash this year. But, next year Trash Bash will return ng
on Saturday, March 27, 2021, where we can all "Clean It Like We Mean It!"

April is Fair Housing Month &
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harassment in housing.

Anyone who feels their fair housing rights have been violated should contact the U.S. ng
Office of Housing and Urban Development at 1-800-669-9777. For more information,
visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing.
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Economic Development Digest - April 2020
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Visit our Census 2020 resource page or go 1o 2020census.gov for more information.

April is Fair Housing Month

The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in housing based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex,

disability, or familial status. The act applies to rental properties, properties for sale, and mortgage lending.

Recent layoffs and furloughs in the wake of COVID-19 have left many in the region struggling to pay their rent or
mortgage. In response, the Federal Housing Finance Agency has directed Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to suspend
foreclosures and evictions for at least 60 days. Mortgage payments may be suspended for up to a year for borrowers
impacted by COVID-19 with federally backed mortgages. The national emergency declaration included a
foreclosure and eviction moratorium for all USDA Single Family Housing Guaranteed Loans Program loans for a
period of 60 days
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COVID-19 Response: H-GAC Operations and Resources - Houston-Galveston Asea Council (H-GAC)

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) created a special resources page on housing

regulations and guidelines in the midst of COVID-19 at hud.g irus. More information about the Fair

i

Housing Act can be found at hud gov/fairhousing.

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality General Guidance

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has released new COVID- 19 guidelines regarding on-site

sewage facilities. For more information, visit our On-Site Sewage Facilities web page or visit the TCEQ website

Research and Data

H-GAC is still hard at work canducting extensive to inform its planning programs and assist local policymakers in

decision-making. Visit our R ge for more information. Our data and research are also available to

h and mapping lools.
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RESOLUTION

RECOGNIZING APRIL AS FAIR HOUSING MONTH IN THE GULF COAST REGION

‘Whereas, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as ded ibits discrimination in housing and
declares it a national policy to provide, within constitutional limits, for fair housing in the United States; and

Whereas, The principle of Fair Housing is not only national law and national policy, but a fundamental human
concept and right for all Americans; and

Whereas, The fifty-second anniversary of thls Nahonal Fair Housing Law, during the month of April, provides
an opp ity for all Ameri to gnize that lete success in the goal of equal housing opportunity

can only be accomplished with the help and cooperation of all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS: that we hereby recognize April as Fair Housing Month in the Gulf Coast Region and do hereby
urge all the citizens of this region to become aware of and support the Fair Housing law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 17" day of March 2020, at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of
Directors of the Houston-Galveston Area Council.

APPROVED:

Docusigned by
r_n...‘, Gunoled
\FhresHonorable Nancy Amold
Council Member, City of Waller
H-GAC Chair
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 2, 2020

Contact: Meagan Coughlin, APR / 713.993 4504 / meagan.coughlin(@h-gac.com

APRIL IS FAIR HOUSING MONTH: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
H-GAC Reminds Area Residents to Stay Informed of Their Fair Housing Rights

HOUSTON, TX - The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) recognizes April as Fair Housing Month and
reminds homebuyers and renters to be aware of their rights under the Fair Housing Act.

The Fair Housing Act was signed into law more than 50 years ago by President Lyndon Johnson as part of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968. The Fair Housing Act (Title VIII of that law) prohibits discrimination in housing based on race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, or familial status. The act applies to rental properties, properties for
sale, and mortgage lending.

Under the Fair Housing Act, real estate advertisements may not exclude any groups covered under the law. Sellers
and landlords must make homes available, negotiate prices, and provide the same services for everyone protected
under the Fair Housing Act. People must also be allowed to exercise their right to fair housing without fear of
threats, coercion, or intimidation

“Even as we're dealing with the outbreak of COVID-19, homes are still being bought and sold,” H-GAC"s director
of community and environmental planning, Jeff Tacbel said.

“People are still looking for apartments. Issues surrounding the virus should not be the basis for unlawful
discrimanation. It’s important that homebuyers and renters are aware of what their rights are to fair housing,” Tacbel
added.

Recent layoffs and furloughs in the wake of COVID-19 have lefi many in the region struggling to pay theis rent or
mortgage. In response, the Federal Housing Finance Agency has dirccted Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to suspend.
foreclosures and evictions for at least 60 days. Mortgage payments may be suspended for up to a year for borrowers
impacted by COVID-19 with federally backed mortgages. The national emergency declaration included a
foreclosure and eviction moratorium for all USDA Single Family Housing Guaranteed Loans Program loans for
period of 60 days.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) created a special resources page on housing
regulations and guidelines in the midst of COVID-19 at hud.gov/coronavirus, More i ion about the Fair
Housing Act can be found at hud.gov/fairhousing.

Those who feel their rights have been violated should file a complaint with HUD's Office of Fair Housing and Equal
Opportunity by calling 1-800-669-9777 or 1-800-877-8339 for TTY. They can also submit a complaint form by
email or online via the HUD website.




