
Small 
Towns, 
Big Ideas!
Trends & Tools for 
Bringing Back Main Street



MAIN 
STREET 
TRENDS IN  
SMALL 
TEXAS 
TOWNS



Vision, Patience & 
Collaboration





BEFORE & AFTER IN DOWNTOWN ANGLETON: 
TURNING AN EYESORE INTO AN ECONOMIC BOOM!



…and 
So 
MUCH 
More!



Location:
Deep in the 
Heart of Texas



Visioning – 
A business district along the Blanco River for economic 
development?



Celebrating 25th Anniversary of Main Street Program!



• Brenham’s Toubin Pocket Park 

• Capitalizing on historical   
infrastructure & architecture

• Picnic area & self-guided tours

• Site of wedding photos, prom 
photos, family photos.



HOT NIGHTS,
Cool Tunes

*Free Concert Every Saturday in July * Family Event * 3,000Attendance







CHALLENGES:
Population Growth
Corridor Expansion/
Traffic

KNOWN FOR:
Texas BBQ 
River Paddling Trail
Oil Production





• Smithville Fusion:
   2045

• Preserving Historic Character,     
with Design Standards

• Develop Northwest Business  
District with Arts, Culture, & 
Community Events



Connecting & Developing 
Mixed-Use Districts & 
Connectivity Strategy: 

1. Promoting Downtown as a 
Destination

2. US 71 Corridor and Smithville 
Airport Mixed-Use District 

Connecting roads & infrastructure



PLANNING 
TOOLS….



• Visionaries
• Influencers
• Investors
• Beautifiers
• Doers
• Champions



City History:
• Texas State 

Historical 
Association

• City Website • County Website • Local Historical 
Society Population:

• American 
Communities 
Survey (ACS)

• Census 
Reporter

• Esri Community 
Analyst • Bestliving.net • Data USA • Census 

Reporter

• COG Planning 
Sites Housing: • Zillow • Motovo • Redfin • Realtor.com

• Esri Community 
Analyst

Land Use: • Esri Land Cover • USGS • NRCS Web Soil 
Survey

• County 
Appraisal District 
(Interactive Map)

• City Website • County Website • TxDot • FEMA HAZUS



PLANNING RESOURCES:
• H-GAC – BRINGING BACK MAIN STREET
• THIRD PARTY CONSULTANTS
• COMMUNITY INPUT

TYPES OF PLANS:
• BRINGING BACK MAIN STREET PLAN
• COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
• RESILIANT COMMUNITIES PLAN
• TRAFFIC PLANS
• LAND USE PLANS
• ZONING & ORDINANCES
• HAZARD MITIGATION PLANS
• LIVABLE CENTERS STUDY
• SPECIAL STUDIES

FUNDING FOR PLAN DEVELOPMENT:
• GENERAL LAND OFFICE
• TX-DOT
• RURAL FEDERAL FUNDING DATABASE
• GRANTS.GOV
• CITY BUDGET
• LOCAL ADVISORY BOARD 





Thank you!
Patty Swords, Senior Project Manager/Planning

Langford Community Management Services
Central Texas, East Texas, Hill County, Gulf Coast, South Texas, North Texas

(office) 512-452-0432
(cell) 979-480-4949
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