


 Surfside Beach, Texas 

 Just where IS Surfside?  
     

 We are a barrier island located in 
Brazoria County on the coast 
about 50 miles from Houston and 
40 miles from Galveston 
 

 Population: About 500 full time 
residents and 500 part-time 
residents. During the summer we 
can see well over 20,000 visitors 
on a Holiday weekend 
 

 Surfside is surrounded on 2 sides 
by large industries such as Dow 
Chemical, LNG, BASF etc. 



 Why did we apply to be Bird City? 
 We wanted to develop Eco-tourism 

during the off seasons to encourage 
visitors to our beautiful island during 
Fall, Winter and Spring 
 

 Bird City was a natural fit for Surfside 
since Brazoria County has the highest 
bird species count (458) in the 
United States 
 

 Location, location, location! Our area 
has many eco-systems which attract 
all types of resident and migratory 
birds 
 

 We have many open spaces in our 
rural community besides the beach 
that we wanted to capitalize on  



Persistence! 
 

 We applied 2 times to be 
designated as Bird City 
and we made it on the 
second application in 
2021! 

 It was rigorous! 

 Many collaborative 
workdays with lots of 
homework! 

 



Surfside Beach has beautiful beaches and the city 
wanted to add additional nature venues for residents 
and visitors alike to view the birds and nature! 

 In 2018 the City received a Grant 
from TPWD to add to the natural 
beauty of Surfside by creating a 
Bird and Butterfly Trail. The site is 
along the Intracoastal Waterway 
about ¼ mile from the Gulf. Trails 
were cut through heavy brush 
which reveled many native shrubs 
and trees such as Hackberry and 
Toothache Trees. 



 The Many Ecosystems of Surfside 

Ocean Beach and Dune 

Marsh Parks with Native Vegetation 



Overhead View! 
The Bird and Butterfly Trail is about 1 ½ miles long 
and includes 8 planting beds filled with native plants. 



 Volunteers did the work! 



From the Beginning to the Grand Opening! 



Visitors and residents young 
and young at heart love the trail! 



 Birds in Surfside! 



 Bird City Project Requirements 

 The Bird City Designation 
requires projects and we must 
track those projects in a 
number of ways. Such as: 
 

 Increased attendance at 
events 
 

 Increased visitors to the 
nature venues 
 

 Increased bird species 

 

 



Bird City Surfside 
2020 Projects 



Nature Fest 2020 



The Seed Stomp is the best part of 
Nature Fest! 



Or, maybe it was the Birds of Prey Program 
educating attendees about conservation! 



 Mike Williams created the first  
Surfside Birding Map! 





Native Tree Giveaway! 



Local Residents Donated Seating Along The Trail so our 
visitors and residents could sit and view the wildlife! 



Surfside Businesses 
 There are over 400 businesses in Surfside from 

restaurants, vacation rentals, retail, housekeeping, 
lawn service, maintenance 

 All businesses are directly affected by tourism  



 COVID Effects on Tourism 

 Tourism in Surfside exploded during COVID 2020! 

 The beach was full to capacity every weekend 

 Vacation Rentals were booked solid 

 Businesses such as housekeepers, lawn service and 
handymen were extremely busy 

 Retail stores did very well 

 Restaurants did struggle but began offering curbside 
and delivery 

 





 Eco-Tourism During COVID 

 Surfside still held the majority of the eco-tourism and 
other events during COVID because the events were 
outdoors. Such as: 
 

 Nature Fest 
 World Migratory Bird Day 
 Kite Flights 
 Surfing Santa's 
 Christmas Tree Lighting 

 
 We believe this helped all of our businesses be successful 

during the peak of the pandemic 
 
 



 Bird City Surfside 
2021 Projects 



Replaced over 300 plants at  the Trail that did not 
survive the February Freeze 



Added native plants and covered observation 
area at the Crabbing Pier over the wetlands! 



Extended the Bird and Butterfly Trail by about a ¼ mile 
to the public boat ramp planting 30 additional native 
trees and shrubs 



Restoring Sand Dunes! 

 Save Our Beach 
Association Places 
Donated Christmas 
Trees in the Dunes to 
restore them.  

 This offers protection to 
human homes and 
provides nesting habitat 
for shore birds.  

 



World Migratory Bird Day 2021 
 

 

 Speakers 

 Educational Booths 

 Vendors 

 Activities 



Nature Fest 2021 October 9th was awesome! 

 We had a 65% increase in 
attendance 

 Speakers: 
 Yvette Stewart – Bird City 
 Martin Hagne - GCBO 
 Birds of Prey Presentation  
 Educational Nature Booths 
 Business Booths 
 Craft Booths  
 Kids Activities  
 Native Plant Sale  
 Bluebonnet Seed Stomp 



 Ongoing Projects! 
 City beach clean ups are a frequent 

public involvement event. Keeping 
the beach clean promotes eco-
tourism 

 
 Trail work days bring residents and 

visitors to Surfside to help plant 
and create new areas for native 
habitat 
 

 Citizen Science: 
 Christmas Bird Counts 
 eBird - tracking of birds 
 iNaturalist - tracking of wildlife, 

plants and other nature 
 Lights Out for Birds 
 Sea Turtle Patrols 

 



  Citizen Science Monarch Research 
 Village of Surfside Beach was awarded 

“Monarch’s Choice - Key Texas Habitat 
Award” by Monarch Gateway 
 

 Citizens and visitors are encouraged to 
report Monarch Butterfly sightings to 
Monarch Gateway. 
 

 Monarch Gateway is tracking monarch 
migration habits using wind patterns 
 

 Monarch Gateway is also tracking key 
habitats where monarchs frequent on 
migration routes 

 



2022 Projects! 
 
 
 

 Water Feature 
 Birding Blind 
 Bird Information Signage 
 Purple Martin Houses 
 Additional Seating 
 More Wildflowers! 
 Remove Invasive Plants 
 Wings Over Surfside 

Event 
 



Community Partners! 

 GCBO – Gulf Coast Bird 
Observatory  

 Master Naturalists  

 Master Gardeners 

 NRCS 

 Village of Surfside Beach 

 Texas Parks and Wildlife 

 Audubon Texas 

 Port Of Freeport  

 TreeLife Farms 

 And many more! 



We couldn’t do it without our Community Volunteers! 

Adopt a Spot Volunteers Community Volunteers  

 

 



Bird Photographers LOVE Surfside! 
Eco-Tourists are very respectful of the environment 



 
Varied Thrush 

Eco-tourism! 
 
Surprise Visitor from 
the Northwest stayed 
for about 2 weeks to 
make sure birders from 
far and near could see 
him! 

 
 

 



It’s All About The Birds! 



Bird City Surfside  
Collaborative Team 

 

 Eva Chappell 

 Sandy Shanks 

 Mike Williams 

 Michelle Booth 



Contact Info 

 Follow our progress by joining the Facebook Group 
“Surfside Beach, TX Nature Lovers” 

 

 Contact info: 

 Sandy Shanks 979-248-8257 

 sandy@windyescapes.com  

 Questions? 




