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HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 
Public Comment Period and Public Meetings 

The 2040 RTP and Transportation Conformity Determination  
 
 

H-GAC is announcing the opening of a comment period to give the public an opportunity to review 
the proposed new transportation plan as well as a new transportation conformity determination for 
the 2015-2018 TIP and the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). The public comment 
period begins on Monday, November 24, 2014 and ends on Friday, January 9, 2015 at 5:00 
pm.   
 
H-GAC will engage in numerous regional presentations, as well as host two public meetings at its 
offices, 3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Houston, TX 77027, on Wednesday, 
December 17, 2014, from Noon-1:00 p.m. and 5:00-7:00 p.m.  
 
The public is encouraged to attend meetings, review the Draft document, and provide comment at 
http://www.2040plan.org. All other comments can be mailed to Transportation Public Information, 
Houston-Galveston Area Council, PO Box 22777, Houston, TX 77227-2777, emailed to 
publiccomments@h-gac.com, faxed to (713) 993-4508, or called in to our toll-free telephone 
number 1-855-363-2516.  
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, H-GAC will provide for reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending H-GAC functions. Requests from persons needing 
special accommodations should be received by H-GAC staff 24 hours prior to a function. The 
public meeting will be conducted in English, and requests for language interpreters or other 
special communication needs should be made at least two working days prior to a function. 
Please call 713-993-2471 for assistance. 
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HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL

PO Box 22777 • 3555 Timmons Ln. • Houston. Texas 77227-2777* 713/627-3200

Adrian Shelley
Executive Director

Air Alliance Houston

3914 Leeland Street

Houston, Texas 77003

Dear Mr. Shelley,

January 13, 2015

Thank you for your comments regarding conformity for the 2040 Regional

Transportation Plan. The purpose of this letter is to specifically address your comment on the

40% NOx emission reductions between the years 2018 and 2025. These emissions reductions

are due primarily to fleet turn over and the implementation of new federal standards. The Tier 2

emission standards, implemented in 2004 for light duly gasoline vehicles and light duty gasoline

trucks show emission reductions of up to 95% in NOx versus Tier 1 vehicles. In addition, the
Clean Diesel federal rule, which was implemented in 2006 for heavy duty diesel vehicles, shows

an emission reduction of 96% in NOx versus previous standards.

For more information on the emission reductions and the implementation timeline for
these rules, please refer to the following EPA websites:

httn://\vwvv.ena.gov/oms/standards/light-duty/

http:/Av\vw.eDa.gov/otao/standaids/heavv-duty/lidci-exhaust.htm
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From: noreply@h-gac.com [mailto:noreply@h-gac.com]  
Sent: Friday, January 09, 2015 1:44 PM 
To: PublicComments 
Subject: RTP 2040 Feedback Notification 

 

This email is to notify you that RTP 2040 Feedback has been submitted. Please see the details 
below: 

Contact Information 

First Name Brandt 

Last Name Mannchen 

Primary Phone Number 713-664-5962 

Email Address brandtshnfbt@juno.com 

Comment 

These comments are supplemental to the comments I submitted to HGAC on December 17, 2014 
on behalf of the Houston Regional Group of the Sierra Club. The RTP does not have a project 
listing like the last RTP I commented on about seven years ago. Where is the project listing and 
how is the public supposed to comment on an RTP when it does not know which projects are in 
the RTP and therefore cannot comment about the appropriateness of including certain 
transportation proje cts in the RTP? There does not appear to be a definition in the conformity 
determination for regional or project significant definitions. This means the public cannot 
understand the conformity determination fully and then comment on its appropriateness. The 
Sierra Club objects to these omissions of information. 

 

From: Ruthe, Hans-Michael  
Sent: Monday, January 12, 2015 12:20 PM 
To: 'brandtshnfbt@juno.com' 
Cc: Porter, Kelly 
Subject: RE: RTP 2040 Feedback Notification 

 

Mr. Mannchen 
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Thank you for your comments in supplement to the letter you previously submitted. H-GAC is in the 
process of replying to your letter, and can address these comments in conjunction with that reply. There 
is a project listing associated with the 2040 RTP, you can download it at the following link: 
http://www.h-gac.com/taq/plan/2040/default.aspx. It is titled “Draft 2040 RTP Project Listing”. It was 
included with the original download materials. Sorry we did not communicate that effectively.  

We are looking into the issue with the missing section for “regional significance” in the AQ  Conformity 
determination. Thank you for bringing it to our attention.  
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HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 

Public Comment Period and Public Meeting 

Additional Air Quality Analysis for Transportation Conformity 

 

H-GAC is announcing the opening of a comment period to give the public an opportunity to review 
additional air quality analysis which may be used to support a finding of conformity with the Clean 
Air Act and associated regulations for the 2015-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
and the 2040 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). This additional analysis reflects the 
advancement of several projects using FY 2015 Proposition 1 funds and supplements the 
conformity analysis and documentation previously produced for the RTP and TIP. The public 
comment period will begin on Friday, February 13, 2015 and ends on Thursday, February 
26, 2015 at 5:00 pm.   

 

H-GAC will host a public meeting at 3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor Conference Room B, 
Houston, TX 77027 on Tuesday, February 17, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. This meeting will also be 
available through a webinar (register at http://goo.gl/A22YV3), and a recording will be available 
online for persons unable to attend. 

 

The public is encouraged to attend the meeting, review the conformity documentation, and provide 
comment by visiting the H-GAC website at http://www.h-gac.com/taq/public_info. Comments may 
also be mailed to Transportation Public Information, Houston-Galveston Area Council, PO Box 

22777, Houston, TX 77227-2777, emailed to publiccomments@h-gac.com, faxed to (713) 993-
4508, or called in to our toll-free telephone number 1-855-363-2516.  

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, H-GAC will provide for reasonable 
accommodations for persons attending H-GAC functions. Requests from persons needing 
special accommodations should be received by H-GAC staff 24 hours prior to a function. The 
public meeting will be conducted in English, and requests for language interpreters or other 
special communication needs should be made at least two working days prior to a function. 
Please call 713-993-2471 for assistance. 
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From:                                             Wurdlow, David 
Sent:                                               Monday, August 17, 2015 10:05 AM 
To:                                                  brandtshnfbt@juno.com 
Cc:                                                   Clark, Alan; Van Slyke, Chris; Lubertino, Graciela 
Subject:                                         FW: H-GAC 2040 RTP Transportation Conformity - Emissions Estimate 

Interpolation Calculation.xlsx 
Attachments:                               H-GAC 2040 RTP Transportation Conformity - Emissions Estimate 

Interpolation Calculation.xlsx 
  
Brandt, 
  
I have been asked to send you information regarding how H-GAC performs interpolation of regional 
emissions analysis results to satisfy interim-year transportation conformity budget tests. 
  
Please find attached an Excel spreadsheet that details how this currently done. 
  
The spreadsheet reflects revised emissions analysis results due to comments received from federal and 
state air quality and transportation agencies through the conformity consultation process. 
  
This communication will be added to our record of public comments and agency responses for the 2040 
RTP conformity. 
  
If this is not the information you have requested, or you have any other questions or concerns please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
  
Best, 
  
David Wurdlow 
Houston-Galveston Area Council 
3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120 
Houston, TX 77027 
Phone: 713-993-2490 
Fax: 713-993-4508 
Email: david.wurdlow@h-gac.com 
  
 
 
 
 

Year NOx 
Emissions 

(t/d) 

NOx Budgets 
(t/d) 

VOC Emissions 
(t/d) 

VOC Budgets (t/d) 

2015* 124.60 171.63 52.64 71.56

2017** 103.76 130.00 48.46 59.76
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2018 93.34 103.34 46.37 50.13

2025 63.17 103.34 36.12 50.13

2035 63.96 103.34 38.63 50.13

2040 69.42 103.34 41.20 50.13

*2015 used the emission budget from the year 2014 RFP SIP for the 1997 8 hr ozone standard. 
**The emissions for year 2017 have been linearly interpolated using the data for the years 2015 and 2018 
 regional air quality analysis. 

2017 NOx Interpolation Formula: 
=B2+($A3-$A2)*((B4-

B2)/($A4-$A2))
=124.60+(2017-
2015)*((93.34-

124.60)/(2018-2015))

2017 VOC Interpolation Formula: 
=D2+($A3-$A2)*((D4-

D2)/($A4-$A2))
=52.64+(2017-
2015)*((46.37-

52.64)/(2018-2015))

 


