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Defining the Issue

435 
Million Pieces of 

Visible Litter

80%
waterway trash 

comes from land

$11 B 
annual costs to 

taxpayers
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Project Overview

Funded by the U.S. EPA’s Trash Free Waters 
Grant Program

Project area includes more than 50% of 
Texas’ total population

Project to be completed over a three-year 
period.

A collaborative effort between NCTCOG,         
H-GAC and The Meadow’s Center
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Project Overview (cont.)

Project Goals
Over the duration of the project, the project team will seek to:

Increase Adopt-A-Spot locations and promote a statewide Trash Collection 
Database. 

Support regional clean-up events through partnerships with local governments, 
recreational clubs, and Keep Texas Beautiful affiliates.

Partner with Texas-based restaurants to reduce the use of single-use plastic.

Share project successes with other councils of government and replicate this work 
across the state.
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The Path Forward: Connections

The Adopt-A-Spot Map: Connects people to places in need of routine 
litter cleanup and provides a link that can help overcome several challenges:

Litter cleanups and adoption programs are managed differently in each 
community.

Volunteers interested in helping with litter cleanup efforts don’t always know who 
to contact or what local areas are available for adoption.

Some communities or groups do not have the capacity to set up and promote 
program utilizing newer digital tools that the next generation of volunteers is used 
to.

There was no single location for volunteers to check for this information.
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The Adopt-A-Spot Map
Adopt-A-Spot Map:

Your cleanup sites

Your volunteer 
requirements

Your litter cleanup 
program
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Tips For Choosing Sites

Make sure you own or have permission to access and host cleanups on the site

Consider the safety of the site

Look at sites that you already clean regularly

Determine if any areas frequently accumulate litter
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Adopt-A-Spot Partner Resources
Outreach and 
Promotional Resources 
available for Adopt-A-
Spot Partners:

Trash Free Texas 
Brochure

Trash Free Texas 
PowerPoint Template

Trash Free Texas Video

Trash Free Texas 
Facebook Page and 
Partner Newsletters

Trash Free Texas Partner 
Graphics
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Adopt-A-Spot Partner Resources
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Adopt-A-Spot Partner Resources
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Adopt-A-Spot Data Template
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Connect With Us!

facebook.com/TrashFreeTexas

Kendall Guidroz
Senior Planner
Houston-Galveston Area Council
waterresources@h-gac.com

h-gac.com/TrashFreeTexas

trashfreetexas.org

Wendy Almanzan
Program Coordinator
Houston-Galveston Area Council
Wendy.almanzan@h-gac.com
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