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Reclaiming Cities for the Public Good, 
One Block at a Time.





BETTER BLOCK WAS 
FOUNDED AS A 30 

DAY VISION, NOT A 5 
YEAR VISION



The goal is to test new 
designs and ideas that 

will improve the safety, 
health, and happiness of 

our neighborhoods 











What do you like about the 
area?



What’s missing from the 
area?



What can you contribute?





AKRON, OHIO



AKRON, OHIO



FRISCO, TEXAS



PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS





Temporary urban interventions can help a 
community envision permanent changes in 

the future.



City officials can 
use temporary 

zoning and 
transportation 
”grace periods” 

allowing 
placemakers to 

break regulations to 
explore permanent 
regulatory changes.



Communities 
build powerful 
connections 
around the 

shared 
experience of 
“making” a 

vision for the 
future 

together.



Process and community engagement can 
be as important or more important than 

the “product” of a built-out place.



















IMPROV DESIGN
im·prov
ˈimpräv/
noun
1. the art or act of improvising, or of composing, uttering, executing, or 
arranging anything without previous preparation:



























WHEN?

WHERE?

WHAT? CONCEPT PLAN

HOW?

BIKE LANE

POP-UP SHOP

LANDSCAPING

CROSSWALK

SEATING

BULBOUT

FOOD TRUCK

SIGNS

PARKLET

ACTIVITY

PARTNERS

GREENSBORO
BETTER 
BLOCK

AUGUST 1, 2017

GREENSBORO, NC

AARP, College Hill Neighborhood Association

RUBBERFORM STREET MURAL
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Re s ul t s

Spe e d  D a t a
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PITTSFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS
PITTSFIELD, 
MASSACHUSETTS







AGUEDA, PORTUGAL

WHY CAN’T THIS BE IN MY 
HOMETOWN?
WHY CAN’T THIS BE IN MY 
HOMETOWN?



























www.teambetterblock.com
@TeamBetterBlock




