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How many deal with ordinances

and/or development review?

Show of Hands …



 Sampler of green practices
in development ordinances

 Relatively easy things to do
… but “Texas appropriate”?

 Compare notes on your
successes and challenges 

Focus Today



But not …

Incentives:

 Hydrologic 
impacts

 Water demand

 Private covenants 
requiring USGBC 
“Silver” rating or 
EnergyStar
qualified



Green Infrastructure

Bioswales



 Pre-development

 Street design

 Sidewalks

 Street lighting

 Parking

 Site and building design

 Accessory uses and structures

“Nuts & Bolts”







Pre-Development



 24 hours notice
 Erosion control
 Sediment removal



Street Design

Street Connectivity Ratio:
# street links # nodes = 1.2+



Well Done! Oh, Well …



Flexible Standards

Versus “one size fits all”



Curb radii approved by:
 Fire Department (and any 

alternate curb treatments)
 Solid waste service provider
 ISD for likely bus routes

Versus 60 foot
or 50 foot typical 
ROW standard 



Bike/Ped Circulation

 Public access 
easement

 Through blocks
>500 feet long

 Esp. to parks, schools

500 ft =
1.6 football fields



Sidewalks & Pathways



Street Lighting

 Prior standard 
required light
every 150 feet

 New subdiv regs 
allow 300 foot 
spacing west of
8-Mile Road 

Extent of street lighting
given “dark skies” objectives



Houston

Bellaire

UV-T



“TOD”



Maximum parking
caps, not just
minimum standards 

 Credits for on-street
and public lot parking

 Up to 25% automatic 
reduction for
shared parking

 Required bike parking
if 20+ vehicle spaces

Parking





 145-foot max 
length of any 
surface parking 
edge

Max area of 
21,025 sq ft
(~1/2 acre)

Surface
Parking
Dispersion



Site & Building Design
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1. Reflective + green roof

2. Permeable paving (pathway)

3. Rain garden

4. Close bike/vanpool parking

5. Bioswales amid parking

6. Convenient access to transit

7. Natural lighting

8. Pedestrian improvements
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“Experimental” Wal-Mart (McKinney TX)



























Renewable Energy

 Permitted accessory use in residential zones

Wind farms permitted in Ag, Industrial zones

 Provisions for height, setbacks, noise,
electromagnetic interference—and no advertising



Evia TND

Galveston Examples

East End



Solar Orientation Standard

Town of Epping, NH

“Buildings shall be oriented on the site to 
optimize passive solar heating and cooling 
opportunities.”

“Windows shall be placed to maximize solar 
penetration during the winter months and 
minimize solar penetration during the 
summer months.”



Solar Orientation Standard

City of Port Arthur, TX

"Subdivisions shall fit and take advantage of 
topography and solar orientation to the end 
that good building sites are provided and 
utilities can be provided most economically.“

“Streets shall be designed so that at least
80% of the building in the subdivision can be 
oriented with their long axes parallel to 9o

south of West with a possible variation to 6o

north of West or to 25o south of West.”



Preservation of Solar Access

City of New Pattonsburg, MO

Sec. 14-105 - Solar Access Requirements. 

“When a solar energy collection system is 
installed on a lot, accessory structures or 
vegetation on an abutting lot shall not be 
located so as to block the solar collectors’ 
access to solar energy.”



Accessory
Dwelling Units

 Permitted if standards met:
- 1 bedroom, bathroom max
- 20% max of total structure
- Not on lots < 6,000 sq ft
- Extra setback/screening?

 Propose at preliminary plat:
- Density implications
- Design review
- Plat note
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 Pre-development

 Street design

 Sidewalks

 Street lighting

 Parking

 Site and building design

 Accessory uses and structures

“Nuts & Bolts”


