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Checking the Connection

Whether it's for business, education, or personal use, high-speed internet service, or broadband, is increasingly must-have
and residents. The Gull Coast Economic Development Disfrict’s (GCEDD) R

peed Intemet Services Report outlines the challenges the 13-county Houston-Galveston region foces in closing current

infrastructure for commun
High
gaps in broadband service, as well as potential solutions.
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Challenges & Solutions

Cost
Challangs - Servica providers have litle economic

incentive o provide broadband infrastructure in less
profitabl

Solution < con install broadband

infrastucture, or fiber, using dig once policies; develop
public-private partnerships; and consider streamlining
policies.

Difficult to Pinpoint Data Gaps
Challange - Dafa s available, but itis innaccurate,

dated, and imprecise.

Solution - The GCEDD will conduct two studies of
brondbend aecess and needs
and create o femplate for commnities fo usa for local
surveys and assessments

Lack of Competition
Challenge - Broadband service is typically provided only
privae fel

municafions companies.

nmunities may engage in public-private
hips, such as building o locolized network and
wato provider moinfanance and operation

Limited Local Capacity

allenge - Some communifies do nof have the
10 develop an effective | adband

program ts.

coss availablo g

Solution - The GCEDD provides information and
resoureesfo locl commoniies marsied n sponding | K@Y Themes
broadband services for businesses and residents.
« Broadband occess is typically lower in rurol areas.

Next Steps + Broadband adoption s reduced in areas with lower per-capita incomes.

+ Broadband network qualityis inconsistent ocross the region.

The GCEDD is developing o regional plan to determine
gies for expanding broadband in the
i

Visit www.gcedd.org to view the
g Regional Gaps in High-Speed Inferet Service Report

« Recommendafi < for expanding
broadband
oG

stud

Gulf Coast Economic Development District

P.0. Box 22777, Houston, TX 77227-2777

3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120, Houston, TX 77027
www.gcedd.org

of broadband expansion in the region

nd grant information

* Model ordinances, policies, and regulations
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BECOMING Recommendations for Local Governments:

BROADBAND READY

B 0 1. Develop a plan based on Becoming
Broadband Ready Toolkit

2. Adopt a “Dig Smart” Policy

3. Update building codes to require conduit
to the home on new construction
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Broadband Service with
Speeds of at Least
100 Mbps Download/
10 Mbps Upload
FORT BEND

COUNTY
TEXAS

Household Availability
94.27%*

* Preliminary Estimate.
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Published January 31, 2020

FCC Form 477 broadband deployment filings, and indepen-
dent research conducted by Connected Nation Texas. f a

dataand i 7 od, the

data, a format which tends to be overstated. This map is not

satelite services may also be available.

speed of 25 Mbps (Megabits per second) download
and 3 Mbps upload.

Updates to this map will occur in July 2020.
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through the Texas Rural Funders Collaborative to support
all Texans in leveraging broadband. i
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