
State of the Air 2023



Our 24th annual report www.lung.org/SOTA

• Puts air pollution into 

everyday language

• Gives the public local information

• Focuses attention on particle pollution 

and ozone

• Gives grades to 922 counties 

with monitors (out of 3,221 counties)

• Ranks 25 metro areas with 

worst pollution (& cleanest) for 3 

pollutants















Ozone Pollution Nationwide







Particle Pollution Nationwide



State of the Air 2023 

Key Texas Findings

56%
of Texans live in a county 

with at least one failing 

grade

9th 15th 59th



State of the Air 2023 Houston Metro Grades

High Ozone Days

Houston reports data on 4 out of 13 counties, Texas reports data on 35 out of 254 counties



State of the Air 2023 Houston Metro Grades

Particle Pollution Days

Houston reports data on 2 out of 13 counties, Texas reports data on 24 out of 254 counties



Populations at Risk

Austin

Brazoria

Chambers

Fort Bend

Galveston

Harris

Liberty

Matagorda

Montgomery

Walker

Waller

Washington

Wharton

https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/austin.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/brazoria.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/chambers.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/fort-bend.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/galveston.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/harris.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/liberty.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/matagorda.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/montgomery.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/walker.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/waller.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/washington.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/texas/wharton.html


Traffic Pollution and Health

https://www.healtheffects.org/publication/systematic-review-and-meta-analysis-selected-health-effects-long-term-exposure-traffic


https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P10144Y3.pdf






In Texas, $104 billion in public 
health benefits





Call on Biden Administration to Set Stronger Standards

Get Involved: Advocacy Opportunity



mailto:William.barrett@lung.org
mailto:Charlie.gagen@lung.org
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