


• We wanted to bring new technologies to our patrons

• Maker spaces are a big part of libraries

• Can we bring such a thing to Tomball?

YES! But we can do more!

An innovative vision…

“The Community Innovation Lab at the Lone 

Star College – Tomball Community Library is just 

one of many excellent programs available to 

residents of all ages. The Greater Tomball Area 

Chamber of Commerce delights in supporting 

this initiative and is proud to partner with Harris 

County Precinct 4, Harris County Public Library, 

LSC-Tomball and many other community leaders 

and businesses. We are excited to be a part of a 

program focused on fostering and developing 

creativity and critical thinking for the future 

leaders of our community.”

Bruce Hillegeist, President. 

Greater Tomball Area 

Chamber of Commerce



The organizations worked together that made this happen:

• Harris County Public Library

• Lone Star College – Tomball

• Harris County Precinct 4

Local stake holders joining in:

• HCA-Houston Healthcare Tomball

• Greater Tomball Area Chamber of Commerce

• City of Tomball

• Tomball ISD

• Tomball Economic Development Corporation

Those with drive…



Engaging Our Community. Creating Higher Impact…
Logo Contest



Grand Opening. January 28, 2020



The tools to foster your spark…



Interaction for growth…



Learning exercise (schedule of events - sample)…



Learning exercise…

• Orientations explain the safety requirements and proper use of our machines. These are required 
for any use.

• Tours are programs that showcase specific equipment, usually involving a demonstration. Tours for 
your own group can be requested by contacting the library.

• 1-on-1 Sessions can be scheduled to showcase and train on equipment. Please contact Loyd Huhn 
for scheduling (Loyd.Huhn@hcpl.net).

• Reservations on equipment are available after attending an orientation. You can reserve time 
through our Beanstack webpage.

• An Open Lab is an open block of time where patrons and staff can come in and use the equipment 
at their leisure (assuming they’ve been oriented, and a short project).



Benefits for the community, for your company…

• Open access to new technologies. The Tomball Innovation Lab provides 
access to all our equipment to our patrons and partners.

• Informed staff. LSC -Tomball Community Library staff will be on hand to
orient you and assist during your time on our equipment.

• Expand your offerings. With the Tomball Innovation Lab you may be able 
to expand to offerings you couldn’t before.

• No cost to you. HCPL and the Tomball Innovation Lab partners are 
dedicated  in bringing technologies to our patrons and partners at as 
little cost as possible.  You never pay for use.

“The Tomball Economic Development Corporation is 

excited to partner on this endeavor.  The Community 

Innovation Lab will provide entrepreneurs, startups, 

and small businesses with access to resources, tools, 

and equipment that will generate new business 

activity within the community.  The Lab will deliver a 

space that nurtures research and development, 

innovation, and new product development while 

encouraging learning and collaboration. We are so 

fortunate to have partners that work together to 

meet the needs of the community and provide 

resources that nurture business growth.”

Kelly Violette, Executive Director.

Tomball Economic Development Corporation



How Can an Innovation Lab Help Your Business…

Innovation Labs are places for creation, idea exploration, and learning. The Tomball Innovation Lab hopes to foster 
those ideals with the help of our knowledgeable staff. Start ups and established businesses alike can benefit from the 
offerings of our lab.

Many labs across the globe are helping start ups take their first steps towards turning their idea into reality. Our tools 
can help those who are new to business ownership jump in and start creating quality prototypes and finished products 
without the need to drastically invest in equipment.

Likewise, we also provide help to those business who may be looking into newer technologies to reach the needs of 
their customers, or understand a new direction for creation.



Real World Examples…

• Rapid prototyping with 3D printing – Create a small 
or medium scale model in plastic that can be used for 
testing or replacement parts.

• Vinyl Cutting decals locally – Don’t rely on online 
services for your window lettering. Cut your own on 
our vinyl cutter.

• Precision Laser Cutting – Engrave or cut on a variety 
of materials with our Full Spectrum laser. Create your 
own signs or plaques.

• A place to create – Utilize our space for your project 
creation. Our lab is open to you to foster your spark.



First Innovation Lab activities…



Opportunities to expand…

We are always looking for partners who wish to help expand the 
offerings at the Tomball Innovation Lab.

If you would be interested in helping us expand or have more 
questions:
please contact Janna Hoglund at Janna.Hoglund@hcpl.net



Questions?



THANK    YOU!


