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A Brief History Of How Racism Shaped
Interstate Highways

April 7, 2021 - 5:02 AM ET

Some of the country's highways were built through existing Black and brown communities. President Biden's infrastructure

plan aims to address racial inequities.
Richard Baker/Corbis via Getty Images

In his $2 trillion plan to improve America's infrastructure, President Biden is

promising to address the racism ingrained in historical transportation and urban

planning.



All Current Research

- Interstate Highway System
+ Who was displaced and which neighborhoods were affected?
¢ Why are the highways located where they are?
+ What were/are the highways’ economic, social, and environmental impacts?
¢ What is the future role of highways?
- Supply Chain
+ Analyze the global supply chain and develop recommendations to make it more resilient
¢ Analyze the movement of freight in Texas, the U.S., and the world
¢ Develop the program for the Annual Houston Global Freight Summit
- Transportation
¢ What will the future of transportation be in a lower carbon world?
¢ Examine the impact of legislative and regulatory developments related to transportation policy



Highway Research

Architecture Describing Buildings

Done manually by Highways
research team

4

Structures Database

Partially digitized, ingested, - . EE— - Buildings described, linked
and georeferenced by Spatial etz oy sl e to census roll line numbers,
polygons of structures on and added to polygon in

Studies Lab. o o T

Other copies to be digitized aRBOM |_g|t|2jc1t|ons,‘ . online map.
mapping historical buildings

People Database

Sanborn Fire

Insurance Maps Deep Learning

Polygon Tool

and georeferenced by Highway
research team.

Historical Street Polygons Full digitization of census

rolls for city blocks
destroyed by highways.
Includes names, gender,
race, age, nationality, etc.

]

Digitizing Census

Highways research team creates and
ingests historical street maps
missing in the Highways and
Waterways project

Done manually by Highways
research team

Planning Maps and Archived at Rice DSA

Aerial Photography

Digitized and
georeferenced by CES

Permanent Digital Archive
through Fondren digital
scholarship archive

Research Database and

Gkl . o289 ™
- Hosted on Highways + SS525 8
= o = o
Waterways 3 g2 g
283328
oo =3 9
Databases and linked maps - 382 ® O
available on open access @ § S _gn-
Highways + Waterways project as % 5 g c
part of joint CES and SSL ) @
partnership. Data is searchable, e
downloadable, and sortable. g ::D;
Q.
()

Relocation Case Studies

Highways research team conducts
case studies on a limited number of
city blocks, finding the new addresses
of families and businesses displaced




Example of
Research
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4th Ward - 1907
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4th Ward - 1950
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3rd Ward - Modern Streets




1938 USDA Aerial Photo

3rd Ward -




3rd Ward - 1953 USDA Aerial Photo
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Lamar Wesleyan neighborhood - 1960

Greenway

Weslayan

Lamar Weslayan
subdivision




Lamar Wesleyan neighborhood - 1973
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H-GAC Regional Transportation Plan Goals

? Increase Reliability 58
4
2 Expand Multimodal Network ‘90,@6
4 {\§Q . %, );"}b‘?@ X
o \q,goﬁ Incident Response C‘r@% 5’,99,{?/04_)
T 2 Y,
) ~ AN & UG
= & SRR Yoo o,
3 MBYEPZopIE
s & oo
= =iflelly
s
" ' Conserve &
it o - Protect Natural
- Improve Safety S & Cultural Resources

VIisIi ON

HEAE

Figure 2-1: 2045 RTP Vision, Goals, and Performance Measures o arANNING
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Equity Under ILJA

The Justice40 Initiative has a goal of delivering 40
percent of the overall benefits of climate change

mitigation anc
disadvantaged

Infrastructure investments to
communities.

lIJA requires t

nat agencies consider the effects of their

Investments on low-income, minority and disadvantaged

communities.

l1JA creates several new programs that specifically target

equitable outc

omes by prioritizing funding for projects

that address inequity in disadvantaged or low-income

populations.
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H-GAC Freight Goods Movement Equity

Framework

-

Framework Goal

To create a direct connection between future freight
mobility projects, RTP goals, and IlJA equity-based funding
requirements so that H-GAC can:

= better serve both the freight goods movement
industry and communities in delivering more
equitable project outcomes; and

" |everage its equity framework to maximize its position
in future grant proposals.
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H-GAC Freight Goods Movement Equity

Framework

-

Framework Structure
A policy document that outlines general H-GAC parameters for equity goals on
future ¥reight goods movement projects. Current potential chapters include:
* Regional Best Practices: Overview of other regional public entities’
definitions of equity and how they apply it to affect policy decisions and
outcomes.

* National Best Practices: A walkthrough of selected case studies and their
application to H-GAC freight mobility projects.

*  Framework: Recommendations based on the best of regional and national
tactics to center equity and environmental justice and meet the
requirements of IlIJA for future project funding.

NNNNNNNN
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Freight Goods Equity Framework Example

[
H 3
) -51 A. Indicator Characteristics
B = s | o 2 -
A% 8 . o g 2 g
- o= 5] o () (@) ()
T T T = 2 D 3 E
il = Q ey © %) =
—L g o E © © n Q )
# E s .o & £ 3 3
A j Key Driver of Indicator Value  Data Source and S g 2 o E) T £ 9
¥ o T & @2 =
. and Impact Measurement g e = E o} 2 | =l =
VMT, Speed Traffic Study S E X X
. . VMT, Speed Traffic Study
Vehicle operating costs S E X X
—| Travel time reliability VMT, V/C Ratio Traffic Study $ R X X X
Truck delivery time VMT, Speed Truck Survey R X X X
- . Ticket cost risk Site Survey, City Data
Parking costs S E X
' Parking availability % change in parking Site survey E X X X
Health cost risk VMT, Speed Site survey S A X
Pollution emissions VMT, Speed Site survey A X
U1/l Truck delivery noise VMT Site survey L X X
i | Pavement Maint. Costs VMT Site survey S I X
| ’ ‘1 Accident cost savings VMT, Acc. Rate City Data S S X X X X
“#8 Perception of safety # of vehicles, ped. Ped., Driver Survey S X X X X
Business productivity % change in parking Business Survey E

Key to type of indicator characteristics:
$ = indicator measured in monetary terms

Type of impacts: S=Safety; R = System Reliability; E = Economic Competitiveness; L = Community Livability; A = Environmental Sustainability (Air Pollution); | =

Infrastructure Condition
Difficulty / Cost: L=Low; M = Moderate; H = High

X X X X Truck Route

X X X X X X

C. Initiative
Applicabilit

X X X X X X X X X X X Off-Hour Delivery

X X X X X X X X Delivery Windows

T T T — Difficulty / Cost

I T mr T r—r—

Proposed Modification

> > X X




What does environmental justice look like to you as a

contributing member of the supply chain?

Top

25 = e

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app




What do you see as your obligation to the communities you

move freight through?

Top

25 = e

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app




How are you currently supporting small business [ DBEs?

u‘

)

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app




What best practices are you already implementing in your

operations to aligh with I1JA equity goals?

25 e

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app




What project evaluation criteria do you think best align
with I1JA goals?

Top

Start the presentation to see live content. For screen share software, share the entire screen. Get help at pollev.com/app
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Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)

FAST Act

Extension Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
Fiscal Year 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
Total BIL Funding $1.000 B $1.000 B $1.000 B $1.000 B $1.000 B

* Funds for local initiatives to prevent death and serious injury on roads and
streets — “Vision Zero” initiatives

* Cap of 15% awarded to eligible projects in a single state per fiscal year

* Funds to be used within 5 years of grant award

e Federal share not to exceed 80%

* Eligible Activities: develop Safety Action Plans, conduct planning, design, and
development activities identified in the Safety Action Plan, or carry out projects
and strategies identified in the Safety Action Plan

MPOs are eligible applicants
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Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)

| & * Action Plan Grant Application

?"1 i Federal Funding Request: $4,000,000
B L' )

Joint Applicants Partners

e City of Conroe e BikeHouston

e City of Galveston e BayTran

e City of Friendswood e Harris County

e City of La Marque e City of Houston

e City of League City e East End Management District

e City of Missouri City

e City of Pearland

e City of Sugar Land
 Waller County

e Gulf Coast Rail District
 Metropolitan Transit Authority of
Harris County (METRO)
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Announcements

* Transportation Advisory Committee, 10/19/22, 9:30a
* Transportation Policy Council, 10/28/22, 9:30a

= Regional Transportation Plan Public Meeting Series

ol
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We asked, and you answered! The Houston-Galveston Area
Council is one step closer to updating the long-range

Regional Transportation Plan Public M

transportation vision for the region.

Attend a public meeting and drive the conversation to il luminate what the priorities are
for your community that will make getting around safer, more reliable, and more

resilient for future generations.

Chambers County
Thursday, October 13, 2022
6— 7:30 p.m.

2525 SFM 565 Rd.,
Baytown, TX 77523

2

Brazoria &
Galvesten County
Thursday, November 3, 2022
6-730p.m.

416 S. Friendswood Dr.,
Friendswood, TX 77546

Liberty County

Thursday, Ocober 20, 2022
7 — 8:30 p.m.
801 S Cleveland St., Suite B
Dayton, TX 77535

Fort Bend Count ) 4
Monday, November 14, 2022
& — 7:30 p.m.

2700 Town Center Blvd. North,
Sugar Land, TX 77479

Montgomery County

Thursday, December 1, 2022
& — 7:30 p.m.
11659 FM 1488
Magnolia, TX 77354

Unable to attend a meeting? Visit www.h

Waller County
Thursday, October 27, 2022
6 — 7:30 p.m.

3602 North St.,
Pattison, TX 77423

Harris County
Thursday, November 17, 2022
& — 7:30 p.m.

3555 Timmeons Lane, 2nd Floor,
Houston, TX 77027

—-?uc-com[RTP for more
information and to waich a recording of the presentation.

H-GAC will provide a Spanish interpreter and an American Sign Language interpreter
for the hearing impoired. Additional languoge or accommodation requests can bs
maode by calling 832-681-2583 or emailing Robyn.Egbert@h-gac.com within 48 hours

of the event.
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