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History of Friendswood - Sally

…carefully thought out name for the new colony - 
FRIENDSWOOD - was registered with Galveston 

County July 16, 1895 …

Quote from Joycina Day Baker’s book “Friendswood - A 
Settlement of Friendly Folks”



Downtown Friendswood 

Revitalization

Past, Present, & Future

Brett Banfield, FDFA President
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Past, Present, & Future

What caused Downtown 

Friendswood to begin its 

decline in the early 1980s?

By the year 2000, lenders and 

investors began to withdraw 

from the region

Downtown Friendswood 

started to develop naturally 

during the 1970s



Downtown Revitalization-Reflection
A Healthy, Vibrant Downtown Essential for the 

Overall Community

Lenders & Investors Care About the “Look” of the 

Community
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Downtown Friendswood Revitalization

Past, Present, & Future



Friends of Downtown Friendswood 
Association, Inc. – 501c4 Non-Profit

Formed in August of 2015 - Served by two boards…a 12 member 

Advisory Board, 32 member Board of Directors, and over 50 

Volunteers

Past Mayors & Council 

Members
Current Council and P&Z 

Members

Keep Friendswood Beautiful

Friendswood 

Chamber

Friendswood Fine Arts

Heritage Gardeners Society

Friendswood Farmers Market

Downtown Business Owners
Non-Downtown Business 

Owners
Working 

Spouses Stay-At-Home 

Spouses
Ages mid-20 to mid 

80’s

Friendswood 

Rotary

Friendswood 

Historical Society



Friends of Downtown Friendswood 
Association, Inc. 

1/8th Cent Type B (4B) Sales Tax to 
establish a revenue source for 

Downtown Friendswood



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Capturing the Heart and Soul of 

Small Town Texas

The three main goals are:

•To beautify and improve the downtown district through public art 

and cultural amenities

•To inform the community about the significance of downtown 

revitalization

•To organize and host events that attract people to the downtown 

area

“Swinging for the Fences!”



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Enhance & Beautify 
Downtown

Public Art Initiative



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Before



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

After



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

2019 Downtown “Harvey” 

Mural Installation



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

2022 Downtown Love 

Friendswood Art



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Heroes of Friendswood 

Military Banner Program



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Educate the Public



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

“Our Downtown is Your Downtown”
A Series of Public Events on Downtown Revitalization
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“Our Downtown is Your Downtown”
A Series of Public Events on Downtown Revitalization



Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 

Creating / Hosting Events
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Friends of Downtown Friendswood Association, Inc. 



Downtown Revitalization-Economic Engine
A Healthy, Vibrant Downtown Essential for the Overall Community

Downtown should be / can be a significant portion of the Friendswood tax base, 
serving as an economic engine for the City! 



2015 Downtown “Inventory” of Lots & Buildings

25 Vacant Lots and/or Buildings comprising 16.856 acres. 

734,225 square feet of commercial property just within 
a 1-mile stretch of Friendswood Drive.

This inventory was generating just $21,403.53 in 
property tax revenue for the City of Friendswood. 

Downtown Revitalization-Economic Engine
A Healthy, Vibrant Downtown Essential for the Overall Community
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Downtown Revitalization-Economic Engine
A Healthy, Vibrant Downtown Essential for the Overall Community



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

HOPE TO SEE YOU AROUND IN 

DOWNTOWN FRIENDSWOOD

Brett Banfield brett@fdfa.org  / 

281-455-1835

mailto:brett@fdfa.org


|   35FDEDC Projects

Friendswood 
Downtown Economic Development  
Corporation (FDEDC)

• Type B Sales Tax Corporation
• Formed in 2016
• 2-year appointments
• Current members:

• Dr. Rebecca Hillenburg
• Elmer Bubba Johnson
• Trey Hill
• Paul Marx
• Scott Mackenzie
• Chris Richardson
• Ron Cox

Downtown has been and always should continue to be a place “where friends meet.”

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9cb17412a8ed4ad68588067837b3dfc5
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Break



Strengthening Our 
Economic 
Development 
Foundation 

Susan Asimakis, Chair

Community Economic Development Committee 

City of Friendswood



THE BIG WHY?….

Revitalized Texas downtowns:

➢ Bring communities together, 

➢ Strengthen local economies, and

➢ Preserve the history that makes each Texas town unique



Structure

• Community Economic Development Committee (CEDC)

• 9 person; volunteer advisors; diverse industries, tenure and experiences 

• Serve 2-year terms; renewable

• Purpose: support and champion initiatives that promote a healthy 
business environment & quality of life aimed at the retention, expansion 
and attraction of businesses to Friendswood



Timeline

2021

developed 
strategic plan

2022

began executing 
mission 
elements

2023

established new 
marketing 
messages

2024

rolled out new 
marketing 
message plan to 
city council

2024

participated in 
National Small 
Business Week

2025

completed all 
mission 
elements



Mission Elements

• Bring relevant and diverse businesses to Friendswood

• Retain existing businesses in Friendswood

• Market our city and its businesses to prospects and other influencers

• Identify and build talent capable of expanding and sustaining the business 
community

• Ensure a business-friendly city

• Promote entrepreneurship

• Collaborate with other relevant entities and partners to improve economic 
development



• Credibility is built through:

• clear messaging

• confident leadership

• consistently showing up with purpose

• Collaborated with the Chamber, the Friendswood Downtown Economic 
Development Corporation, and the Friends of Downtown Friendswood 
Association to organize uniform messaging program

• Interviewed 25 local businesses to learn why they chose to establish their 
business here

• Conducted 4 Discovery Trips

Building a Believable Main Street Message



Core Message

Friendswood is a forward-looking community with a proud past, 
strong traditions, and space to grow dreams.



Expanded Message 1

• Friendswood is a proud city that values family ties, educational 
excellence, a sense of belonging, safe neighborhoods, and an 
environment where residents support and care for one another.



Expanded Message 2

• Friendswood is a welcoming city with a collaborative business 
community, loyal consumers which contribute to the 
prosperous economy, a talented and capable workforce, an 
encouraging entrepreneurial spirit and is touted as a city on the 
move.



Expanded Message 3

• Friendswood is a community with a big heart and a strong 
backbone, longstanding traditions, active charitable and civic 
organizations, and an exceptional quality of place to live, work 
and play.



Friendswood is a Story Worth Telling
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Upcoming Events

May 27, Parks and Natural Areas 
Park Visit – Angleton

Visit h-gac.com/parks

July 23, Livable Centers 
Rountable – H-GAC

Visit h-gac.com/livable-centers

July 28, Bringing Back Main 
Street Roundtable – Online

Visit h-gac.com/bringing-back-main-
street
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Special Thanks
Thank you to the City of Friendswood for hosting us today 

and generously providing breakfast.
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Thank You!

ANDREA TANTILLO

Principal 
Communications 
Coordinator

Houston-Galveston Area Council

Direct | 832-681-2507

www.h-gac.com

Andrea.Tantillo@h-gac.com

Take a brief survey to help us 
plan for future events.
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