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Meeting 
Agenda

¶4:00 ɀ4:05 Welcome - Open Meeting

¶4:05 ɀ4:35 Basin Water Quality
Steven Johnston, H-GAC

¶4:35 ɀ4:45 State Perspective in Water Quality 
Planning ɀBrian Koch, TSSWCB

¶4:45 ɀ5:00 Wrap Up and Next Steps

¶5:00 ɀ6:00 Open House / Meet and Greet



Meeting 
Goals

To Build Greater Understanding

VShare Basin Water Quality ɀBacteria
×Review Water Quality Data

VWhat Are Potential Sources

VWatershed Planning Tools

VLocal Stakeholder Involvement in Decisions



A Little 
Water 
History

¶Clean Water Act 1972

¶The CWA established the NPDES along with two 
major goals:

1. 7ÁÔÅÒ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÂÏÔÈ ȰÆÉÓÈÁÂÌÅȱ ÁÎÄ 
ȰÓ×ÉÍÍÁÂÌÅȱ ÂÙ ΧίήΩ

2. Zero discharge of pollutants by 1985

¶Regulated combined sewer systems, industrial 
waste water, and animal feed lots.

¶The EPA originally exempted storm water from 
regulation by defining it as non-point source 
pollution.



A Little 
Water 
History
(continued)

¶By 1987, the CWA was amended to define storm 
water as a point source pollution.

¶Urban runoff is considered the largest source of 
storm water pollution.

¶The current EPA permitting programs do not 
distinguish untreated sewage from urban storm 
water runoff.



Waters of 
Texas

¶Texas assigns Uses to water bodies
¶Contact Recreation, Public Water Supply, Aquatic 

Life, etc.

¶State Water Quality Standards set based on 
maintaining Uses
¶E.g., Contact recreation use is based on chance of 

getting sick due to fecal pathogens



Waters of 
Texas 
(continued)

¶Water Bodies assessed every 2 years
¶Ȱ4ÅØÁÓ )ÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÄ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ 3ÕÒÆÁÃÅ 7ÁÔÅÒ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙȱ

¶When 1 or more Water Quality Standards are not 
ÍÅÔȟ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÔÅÒ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ)ÍÐÁÉÒÅÄȱ



H-'!#ȭÓ 2ÏÌÅ

Clean Rivers Program Assessment Area
Å 15 counties

Å 16,000 miles of streams and shoreline

Å Population 5+ million



CRP Region



Regional 
Coordinated 
Monitoring

Professional Monitoring

Å 8 local partners 

Å + TCEQ 

Å + USGS

Å Over 370 sites

Å Monitored at least quarterly

Å Data quality-assured

Stream Team Monitoring

Å 106 Volunteers

Å 92 Sites



Regional 
Coordinated 
Monitoring



Contact 
Recreation 
Impairments



Basin 13

BASIN CHARACTERIZATION REPORT FOR 
THE BRAZOS ɀCOLORADO COASTAL BASIN 

FOR INDICATOR BACTERIA

Segments: 1301, 1302, 1304, 1305

June 30, 2016



Basin Data



Watersheds


