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Going Forward
City of Houston: Enabling Solar

Steve Stelzer AIA, LEED® AP
Program Director, 

Public Works & Engineering, Code Enforcement 
Green Building Resource Center
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Solar City
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Houston: 
Solar City

2008: $8.00 per watt installed
Today: $4.00 per watt installed

50% Price Drop in 4 years.
Tomorrow?



8

Green Building Resource Center

Original



9

Green Building Resource Center

Renewed
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Green Building Resource Center

Renewed



11

Green Building Resource Center

50 displays of green building components
Complimentary green building consultation
Complimentary education seminars
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Houston Permitting Center

LEED Certified Gold
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www.codegreenhouston.org

Tax 
Incentives
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Incentives

TIAP Website
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Incentives

On-site 
renewable 
energy 
systems
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Incentives

Photovoltaic
systems

Extended 
until 2016
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Building Code 
Enforcement
Permits

www.houstonpermittingcenter.org
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Regulations

Code 
Enforcement
Main Page

Forms & 
Publications
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Regulations

Guidelines &
Handouts
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Regulations

Residential 
Solar Panel 
Permit & 
Inspection 
Guide
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Code 
Enforcement
Main Page

Permit Fee 
Schedule
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Regulations

5 kW at
$4/W
$20K

$71.69
+26.42
$97.11
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Regulations

5 kW 
Between
1-10 KVA

$71.69
+26.42
$97.11

Min. Fee
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Regulations
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Residential One-Stop
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Centerpoint Energy
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Energy Audits – Great Display

140 degree attic
70 degree inside

R-38 (12”) insulation
Eave vent
Ridge vent
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Energy Audits – Great Display

When you go up into 
your attic, can you 
see your 6” ceiling 
joists?  Then you 
don’t have enough 
insulation…..
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Next Green Building Tour

Houston Permitting 
Center

Friday, 
April 19, 2013

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
Free
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Green Event

Julia Ideson Library

Thursday, 
May 2, 2013
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News You Choose

Stay in touch
With your community

www.houstontx.gov/
citizensnet


