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Bastrop Bayou
• Size: 139,166 acres (217 square miles)

• Stream length: 35 miles (tidal and non-
tidal portions)

• Population: 10,534 households 

• County: Brazoria

• Cities: Angleton, Lake Jackson, Danbury, 
Richwood, Demi-John

• Land use: This watershed is primarily rural 
and agricultural in character, with a few 
urban centers.

• Type of Plan: Watershed Protection Plan 
(Approved by EPA 2016)

• Project website: bastropbayou.org

• Key bacteria related water quality issues: 
Septic systems (OSSFs), wildlife and feral 
hogs, urban runoff, pet waste, livestock, 
illegal dumping



Dickinson Bayou
Size: 67,840 acres (106 square miles)

Stream length: 23 miles (tidal and 
non-tidal portions)

Population: 75,000+ 

Counties: Galveston and Brazoria

Cities: Alvin, Dickinson, Manvel, 
League City, Friendswood, Texas City, 
Kemah, and Santa Fe

Land use: 40% developed land 

Type of Plan: Bacteria 
Implementation Plan (Approved by 
TCEQ 2014)

Project website: dickinsonbayou.net

Key bacteria related water quality 
issues: Septic systems (OSSFs), 
Wastewater treatment facilities, sanitary 
sewer systems, feral hogs, pet waste, 
deteriorating riparian zones, urban runoff 



Highland Bayou
• Size: 14,720 acres (23 square miles)

• Stream length: 7.5 miles

• Population: 22,000

• County: Galveston 

• Cities: Hitchcock, La Marque, Texas City, 
Bayou Vista, Santa Fe

• Land use: low and medium intensity 
development, open space

• Type of Plan: Watershed Protection Plan 
(not approved)

• Project website: 
agrilife.org/highlandbayou

• Key bacteria related water quality issues: 
wastewater, flow & dredging, 
urbanization & development, 
agriculture/wildlife/natural areas



Jarbo Bayou 
• Size: 

• Stream length: 2.7 miles

• Population: 11,000

• County: Galveston 

• Cities: League City, Kemah, Clear 
Lake Shores

• Land use: primarily urban

• Type of Plan: Accepted as part of the 
Bacteria Implementation Group in 
2015 (BIG approved by TCEQ 2013)

• Project website: http://www.h-
gac.com/community/water/tmdl/big
/studies/jarbo-bayou.aspx 

• Key bacteria related water quality 
issues: sanitary sewer overflows, 
urban runoff, boater waste (not 
currently in I-Plan)
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Why a Coalition?  

•Work across watersheds to:  
• Implement existing 

watershed based plans 
• Reduce the overall number 

of meetings that 
stakeholders and technical 
advisors are asked to attend 



Why a Coalition? 

•Provide opportunities to 
increase partnership 
• There is power in numbers

•Same or similar 
implementation activities

•Efficient use of resources



Path Forward 

• Form Coalition and begin  
meeting on a monthly 
basis

• Identify top areas of 
concern

• Determine goals

• Determine projects 

• Acquire project funding

• Formulate long term 
funding plan
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