HOUSTON PARKS
AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

A CAPRA Accredited Ager




Natural Resources
Division

 Manages all natural areas
within City of Houston Parks

* Focus on habitat restoration
* Riparian restoration
e Prairie restoration

e Nature Preserves




Prairie Sites

HOBART TAYLOR PARK
| N _ ]
%
e .
| - .
¥ -\. L] | : \. 2
\ - 5 i
s » .
s 3 = ! Jadnio Clly
: -« 4 s
_ - CLINTON PARK
- . & é it 3 Galena Park
= = - fa,

AN
MJ--'F ,

Bellaire K *
; ' Pasadena
r - : ;
L : . 4 =
o TRT:: STUARTPARK 5 b
| : E: f
- $hCm, a o i. .
- } v -l
W E : F | < "
# i
< o =AY BLACKHAWK PARK |
] [ ¢
. i

Hightsnds
Channelview
Deer Park
/' SYLVAN RODRIGUEZ PARK
Taylor Laks

e El Laao

Baytown

Komgans
Point

La Porte

Shorearas

B eabrook



Prairie Loss: Tree and Scrub Encroachment
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Prairie Loss: Development




Prairie Restoration Components

Site Invasive Maintenance

Inspections Species FEINE SPEEEs and
P P Installation

and Analysis Removal Disturbance




Invasive Species Removal

e Hydro-axe
* Chainsaw crews

* Herbicide- broadcast or
spot treatment

* Mowing




Example: Hydro-ax




g gy RS L Native Species
S Installation
LRt =8 - Planting:
* We propagate 10,000 gallon pots per
year

e Locally collected seed
e Community planting events

e Seeding:

e Local seed suppliers




* Replicate natural disturbances

Maintenaﬂce aﬂd e Prescribed Fire

* Mowing

Disturbance

* \Vegetation monitoring

e Continued invasive species removal



Monthly volunteer groups
Planting Events

Greenhouse volunteer program
Interpretive signs

Trails

Birds of the Coastal Prairie




Behind The Scenes

e Grant Funding
e Partnerships

* Intra-department cooperation_._.
e Training about mowing

the off-season
e Sharing equipment
e Defining the edge
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