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The 186/ Settlement Historic District :

FOUNDED IN 1867

1865 Judge Wiliam J. Jones began selling land nea
Houston and Henderson (GH&H) Railroad in presen

Jones sectioned the land info five- and ten-acre trac
available for purchase by formerly enslaved African-Americans.

The sections sold over the years that followed formed the area today
known as the 1867 Settlement.




Boundaries: From Texas Ave. to
Anderson St. and Hwy 3 to Westward
SIIE

Formerly known as Highland City and
the Highlands.

Business District on Texas Ave. (F.M.
1765).

On National Register of Historic
Places.

1867-1884

o

Greater Bell Zion Missionary
Baptist Church

1900-1950
O carver Park
& Frank Bell, Sr. House
D) Frank Bell, Jr. House
© General Store
O Phillips Memorial Cemetery
Masonic Lodge #373

These sites are associated
with the 1867 Settlement in
west Texas City. Established in
1867, this community is
currently the only historic
Reconstruction-era African-
American site in Galveston
County. It was founded by
freed slaves in the area who
worked as cowboys on the
Butler Ranch located in
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present-day League City. The cowboys conducted cattle drives along the Chisholm Trail. The community is unique for its
time, as many freed slaves struggled to acquire land and form self-sufficient communities during the Reconstruction-era.
The community was added to the National Register of Historic Sites in 2010.




The

FOUNDING FAMILIES
INCLUDE THE BELLS,
BRITTONS, CALDWELLS,
AND HOBGOODS.

storic D

4
86/ Settlement

FORMER COWBO
BUTLER RANCH DRIVES ALONG THE
(LOCATED IN PRESENT CHISHOLM TRAIL,
DAY LEAGUE CITY). WRANGLED CATTLE ON
THE OPEN RANGE AND
DROVE THEM THROUGH
NATIVE AMERICAN
TERRITORY THROUGH
KANSAS.
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GREATER BELL iION MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

IN THE LATE 1860s AND EARLY 1870s, LAND NEAR THE CENTER OF
GALVESTON COUNTY WAS BOUGHT BY A GROUP OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS WHO WISHED TO ESTABLISH A SETTLEMENT. MOST OF
THE FOUNDERS WERE BLACK COWBOYS WHO EARNED THEIR LIVING
RIDING THE CHISHOLM TRAIL AND RAISING CATTLE. SOME OF THE
FOUNDING FAMILIES WERE THE BRITTONS, PHILLIPS, HOBGOODS,

CALDWELLS AND BELLS. A BAPTIST CHURCH WAS FOUNDED IN 1885
AND SOON BECAME THE BACKBONE OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY. IT WAS ORGANIZED BY REV. ISRAEL S. CAMPBELL (1815-
1898) WHO WAS AN ESCAPED SLAVE. BEFORE COMING TO TEXAS HE
LIVED IN CANADA, ATTENDED OBERLIN COLLEGE AND BECAME A
MINISTER. HE IS KNOWN AS THE “FATHER OF BLACK TEXAS BAPTISTS"
BECAUSE OF HIS MISSIONARY WORK TO SPREAD THE BAPTIST FAITH.

" THE CHURCH FREQUENTLY CHANGED ITS NAME DEPENDING ON THE
PASTOR PRESIDING OVER IT. IT WAS FIRST KNOWN AS CAMPBELLVILLE
BAPTIST CHURCH, THEN JEFFERSON CHAPEL AFTER THE SECOND
PASTOR, THEN BELL'S CHAPEL AFTER THE THIRD. WITH THE INFLUENCE
OF THE OLD LANDMARK DISTRICT ASSOCIATION, THE
CONGREGATION RENAMED IT BUT RETAINED THE BELL REFERENCE.
THEY CONCLUDED WITH GREATER BELL ZION MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH. THROUGHOUT THE DECADES SINCE IT WAS ESTABLISHED,
THE CHURCH HAS BEEN A PROVIDER FOR ITS COMMUNITY. IT WAS
NOT ONLY A SPIRITUAL PLACE, BUT A PLACE WHERE ONE COULD
ACQUIRE AN EDUCATION. IN 1874, THE FIRST SCHOOL BUILDING
WAS BUILT IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH. KATIE BELL, THE FIRST
SCHOOL TEACHER, TAUGHT BOTH CHILDREN AND ADULTS TO READ
AND WRITE. BACKING BOY SCOUT TROOPS AND RUNNING A LIBRARY
ARE ALSO IMPACTS THE CHURCH MADE. FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY,
THE CHURCH HAS BEEN A FOCAL POINT IN THE COMMUNITY.

12012)
MARKER 1S PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS

The first church in
built on land own
Lucy Campbell in

It is known today as Greater Be
Zion Missionary Baptist Church.

Phillips Cemetery was established.
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In 1919, Ollie and Frank Bell, Jr. builiza
general merchandise store with gas
pUMpPS.

By 1929, the store had eleciricity and
Frank Bell, Jr. helped expand electrical
service to his neighbors.

The 1867 Settlement acquired
electricity some ten years earlier than
the surrounding area.

After World War ll, the 1867 Settlement
had grown well beyond its original
borders and spilled into the
neighboring community of La Marque.




David Holbgooa

It now included several genéral stores, a
pharmacy, a photographer's studio,
several gas stations, a hotel, a lumber
company, restaurants, beauty shops,
barbershops, night clubs, and had its own
doctors.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Texas City annexed
areas to its west.

In 19583, the 1867 Settlement and the
surrounding area were annexed.
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ne 1867/ Settlement g

Istoric District

In 2010, the 1867 Settlement
District was added to the N
Register of Historic Districts.

The only Reconstruction-er
district in Galveston Coun

The oldest structure is the 18
Bell, Sr. and Flavilla Bell home.

Has been restored by the City of Texas
City as a community museum.



Donut Shop
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Land Use Plan for Texas City
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Texas Ave. in the Settlement District Is
s identified as part of the Revitalization
Corridor on City's 2011 Land Use Plan
Map.

Characterized by dilapidated
structures, poor to fair housing,
iIncompatible mixture of land uses, and
declining number of housing units and
small businesses.

Prompt action is needed to prevent or

reverse deterioration. .
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» Improve Livability of Community

» Affract Economic Investment
» Make Travel Destination

» Expand Economic Opportunity
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Revitalization Goals

Bring back or enhance businesses that used to
grace the area such as general stores, Bed &
Breakfast, beauty shops, barbershops, and night
clubs.

Also attract businesses in the following spaces:
Bakeries
Bar/Grill/Restaurants
Wine Bar, Brewery
Retail Shops
Art Galleries
Tourist Destination Activities
Cottage Industries
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» Texas City Economic Development Corporation
has earmarked $50,000 in business incentive
funding for:

» 1867 Settlement Business District Signage
» 1867 Settlement Business District Awnings
» 1867 Settlement Business District Paint Assistance
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» The City of Texas City Community Development
Department CDBG will fund:

» Streetscaping

>
>
>
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Landscaping
Sidewalk Repair
Curb Numbers

Creation of 1867 Settlement District Business Committee
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APPROVED BY

MAYOR JOHNSON
& THE TEXAS CITY

COMMISSION

Actions

Housing Rehabilitation

2023-2024

$250,000

Outcomes

10 Home
Improvements

Down Payment
Assistance

$37.500

5 Home
Purchases

Demolition

$14,500

2 Homes
Demolished

Commercial
Rehabilitation

$50,000

10
Commercial
Building
Improvements

Neighborhood
Cleanup &
Beautification

$18,000

Public Facilities &
Improvements

$80,000

Total

$450,000
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Texas Southern University, Barbara Jordan - Mickey Leland School of Public

Affairs
\_
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>
University of Houston, Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture + Design

and Community Design Resource Center
\_

[

Texas Downtown

\_

[

Steering Committee

\_

[

Intuitive Global Consulting

\_
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TITILAYO SMITH

Phone

409-643-5731

Email

TSMITH@TEXASCITYTX.GOV
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