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What is Community Character?

Community character refers to the
distinct identity of a place. It is the
collective impression a neighborhood or
town/downtown makes on residents
and visitors.




Defining Community Character
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Defining Community Ci

* Natural Features and Landmarks /

e Water bodies

* Topography 1% _ ,

 Museums, theaters, plazas and == 1 3
parks N

* Visual and Aesthetic Qualities

e Architecture and historical
Structures

* Streetscape and landscaping
* Public spaces

* Signage o - B
* Public art iy

 Demographics

e Population distribution, household
size, educational attainment,
household income
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Community Charac

Enhance Existing Assets

City of Port Arthur Downtown Revitalization Plan ‘NICHOLS




Community Character Ingredients

Enhance Existing Assets
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Community Character Ingredients

| Enhance Existing Assets
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Community Character In

Enhance Existing Assets
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Community Character Ingredients
Signhage and Branding
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Community Character Ingredients
Public and Gathering Spaces

Public Patio




Community Character Ingredients

Curb Appeal
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Community Character Ingredients

Curb Appeal

BUILDING AND
SITE STANDARDS PUBLIC ART
Planning & Zoning Farks and Recreation

Building Inspection

TREES

Planning & Zoning
Horticutturist

T=DOT
NCTCOG

SIGNAGE
Building Inspection STORMWATER
Public Works
SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION

AND MAINTENANCE
Pubdic Works

STREET MAINTEMNANCE

Fublic Works

WATER, WASTEWATER,

ON-STREET PARKING S

IO Public Works
Public Works
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IEI_:FFIC SIGNALS/SIGNS LANDSCAPING
Public Werks Planning & Zoning

Horticulturist
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Community Charac

Regular Events Calendar

Celebration Seabrook
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" Cajun Heritage Fest — Downtown Port Arthur




Community Character Ingredients
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Neighborhoods and Housing
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Neighborhoods and Housing
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Protecting Community Character

How to Protect Your Community’s Character

* Implement your community and
downtown vision.

e Establish a regulatory framework
that communicates development
intent and helps implement the
vision.

* Market and brand your
downtown.

e Educate and communicate to
residents and developers the
community’s character.




Remaining Competitive
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Remaining Competitive
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Create/Support Community Vision and Character
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City of Fulshear Livable Center Stuc;"y
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Remaining Competitive

Invest and Encourage Investment
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Remaining Competitive
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Establish a Regulatory Fraework
Design Guidelines A

Bryan, Texas

s [ 4
The Downtown Historic District and Other Local Commercial Historic
Resources
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Remaining Competitive

Seek Outside Funding
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Remaining Competitive

Know What Similar Downtowns/Communities Are Doing
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Construction of Townhomes Infill Development
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e Community character is a
collection of characteristics
that form one’s impression
of a physical and social
environment.

* Build plans around existing
assets.

* Protecting community
character and remaining
competitive will require
some level of investment.
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