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~ Charles Willy'Alpine, a.k.a. Road Warrior of McKee'




FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
FROST TOWN — A NEIGHBORHOOD IN
TRANSITIO
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Along Railyoad and Bayou §

From the McKee Sireet Bridge
in the heart of the city, one looks
ouer inly B.rcﬁt—r!a Bavou and sees
—this! Inlo a watural banking of
beantiful Irees and shrubs there
has been dumped all manner of
trash, and in the background is
seen Lhe tumbled rematns of some
nendescript lemporary struclures,
A litle money, well spent, and a
liitle effort, wisely planned, wonld
make of this a beanly 1pot.
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A Barrio History Walk
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Frost Town Addition

El Barrio del Alacron
Schrimpf’'s Field

Moody Addition

Settlement House/Rusk School
Gable Street Power Station

Site of Citizen's Electric
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Crystal Ice & Fuel Co. and
Bayou Compress Co.

Dixon Carwheel

Fort Humbug

GH&H Junction Rail Bridge

Texas and Western Narrow Gauge
HB&T Strauss Bridge

McKee Street Bridge
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Frost Town A-H 1867
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VicKee 1983




- Proposal drawing 1983




Proposal 1984




Durwood Green Contractor
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A younger fool and his work
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humps provide additional floor support




Bridge Day July 19" 1985




~ AnniBecker Janet Wagner Kathrine Whitmire Sylvia Garcia Kirk Farris
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Mckee, second painting







James Bute
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- First Artist Mark on VicKee Street Bridge




Subdivisions which made up Frost Tfown

Frost, 1837
Hodge, 1837

Moody, 1837

Floeck
1 Schrimpf
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Schrimpfs Field (yellow) in 1869,
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1873 Houston City Directory
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 Frost Town Birdseye View 1893
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BARRIO HISTORY WALK
Beginning of Barrio Period ca 1924
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Erost Town shiiting demographic industrial rises

El Barrio del Alacran
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FROST TOWN BARRIO HISTORY WALK

Miss Luz Coy Vara Birthplace
/2 Spruce Street




- LUZ VARA RETURNS CHILD HOOD HOME
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FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
Medina Home & Vale Home




FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
The Martinez Grocery (old Klee home)
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~ FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
-~ 1820 Bramble St — Last House in Frost Town
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FROST TOWN BARRIO PERIOD
Schrimpf's Alley - 1936




Schrimpf's Alley 1940°s Alacran Period




Barrio Conditions Ca 1955

Children Romp Throuzh Trash-Liltered Lods

el iusirailisnm by bary Hidem Shir b



FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
Settlement House / Rusk School
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MKT/Rusk School/McKee




MRK&T Railroad along McKee




Frost Town BARRIO HISTORY WALK

~ Settlement House formerly Settegast Home




FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
Gathering of Students at Settlement House




FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
1920s Settlement House English Class for the
la colonia Mexicana \Women




HOUSTON'S 2nd POWER PLANT
Citizens Electric Company ca 1891

Southeast cormer of
Citizens® Electric
Light & Power
Company generating
plant.




CITIZEN'S ELECTRIC
Houston Electric Light Station

HOUSTON ELECTRIC LIGHT STATION.



- Citizen's Electric explosion 1892: Frost Town homes, power lines




HOUSTON'S 3rd AND 4th POWER PLANTS

Galde Tereet plind, sowdhesss fwm, 9P+
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The Gable Street plant, 1914.

CFror: Beck, B At volr sepvice: ah ilnstrated distory of Hodston Lighting &
Fower Compahny. Holston: FOIFPLREBNsHIng Co, 1930 )
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Grist Mill, became Crystal Ice & Fuel Co.
early industrial works — Postcard 1682




BARRIO HISTORY WALK
Crystal Ilce Factory Advertisement
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INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION

Gable / McKee

1927

Connection — 1904 -
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BARRIO HISTORY WALK
Gable Street Bridge / Crystal Ice 1931




Houston Chronicle

The McKee Street Bridge By Years

|G Heridge promisesd.
18— Bridge erected.
1S 1 PO S D merviior.
125 --Hl"lﬂll‘ﬁ pemled, Mew heldge ashed Tur, Boeds smed.

| S — Itr-|l.|.'ir- llnll:nihﬂl‘. Moy |||r||||.pr apabisl asked Tor
ansl mgain promised.

1927 —Hepairs made. More pleas lor oes brilge, mwore promises.
2 A= Another crop of promiees,
| LU B LT (T
Ladt—THno,

1931 —Phato by Houstan Chranicle,
PE2—Spare prsrrved Do phote ol the Snath®s meost beangilul
comerete lridge,

“VWhe g is enaled, b the memary lagers o




EW BRIDGE TO DOWNTOWN SECFION
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BARRIO HISTORY WALK
Bayou Compress - 1891




Cotton Compress




Bayou Cotton Compress
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BARRIO HISTORY WALK
Bayou Compress Cotton Barges




Dickson Car \Wheel




DEFINITIVE INDUSTRIAL FORCE
Galveston, Houston & Henderson Jct. 1869




INDUSTRIAL TRANSITION
GH&H Citizens Electric — 1880s
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GH&H NOW A BIKE TRAIL BRIDGE




Commercial River Conditions up stream from Erost Town
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Circa 1912, fishing boats deliver fresh
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This old Ph:fure shows SL'F"F‘M GnHm in her heyday, with her late husband on their tugboat, the New Brunswick.







Steam Boat Diana, foot of main street 1876
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Speculate: Frost Town on left
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- Art & Environmental Cleanup at Ft. Humbug Site -/




- Art & Environmental Cleanup at Ft. Humbug Site
Part of Harris County Beautification Easement
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H B & T before freeway cover Patrick Feller photo
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~ FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
- Houston Belt & Terminal Rail Road 1911 Wisconsin Bridge & lron Co. Thlrd
geared bascule bridge in U.S.A., by Strauss: Engineer Joseph Strauss, |

— became the chief Engineer for the Golden Gate Bridge







FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
1959 TxDOT Construction Highway 59 & Remnants of
Frost Town Still Visible
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The Frost Town Subdivision, circa 1955,



- Aerial view 1992




— N FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK r f
~ Precinct 2 James Bute Park (Leased Properties)
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~ FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK
~ Precinct Two James Bute Park




FROST TOWN HISTORY WALK

Precinct Two James Bute Park




Project drawing




Gable St connection




Park plan CenterPoint Site
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Spruce and Arch Street
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Aulbach & Farris @ new marker
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FROST TOWN
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Sue Lovell, Minnette Boesel & Kirk Farris




Frost Town Marker event




Viarker event







Robert Frost and grandson
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Frank and Carmen Banda, Jimmy 3 and Frank 10

First Family Moved Out of Barrio
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Houston Chronicle - August 7, 1951
-~ Schrimpf's Alley Housing




Houston Chronicle - August 7, 1951
Schrimpf's Alley Family Scene
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Houston Chronicle - Schrimpf's Field Housing

-~ Before Clayton Homes ﬁ
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EL BARRIO DEL ALACRAN

BETWEEN 1910 AND 1920, HOUSTON
ATTRACTED A LARGE NUMBER OF MEXICAN
IMMIGRANTS AND MEXICAN AMERICANS TO
THE SECOND WARD WHERE THE OLD FROST
TOWN AND SCHRIMPF’S FIELD
NEIGHBORHOODS OFFERED INEXPENSIVE
HOUSING FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. IN THE
1930s, THE SPANISH-SPEAKING RESIDENTS GAVE
THE AREA A NEW NAME - EL ALACRAN, THE
SCORPION. CHURCHES, THE RUSK SETTLEMENT
HOUSE, RUSK SCHOOL AND SPORTS LEAGUES
PROVIDED SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
FOR THE COMMUNITY. URBAN RENEWAL AND
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION IN THE 1950s
DEMOLISHED EL ALACRAN. ONCE A
NOTORIOUSLY IMPOVERISHED
NEIGHBORHOOD, EL ALACRAN GAVE MANY
RESIDENTS A WORKING START TOWARD FULL
INTEGRATION INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY.

[2013)
MARKER |5 PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
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Mary Ross, Kelly Gale Amen and friends at the Alacran Marker Event 1800 Runnels Street, Houston Texas
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Aulbach, with Houston Archeological Society
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Frost Town: Houston’s First Neighborhood
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Girard 18339 Wood 1863 Kook 1873




Foreign Born in Frost Town

(percentage)
1850 to 1880
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Ethnicity Trend Lines for Frost Town
(percentage) from 1850 - 1940
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PERIODS IN FROST TOWN

v German Period 18305 to 1880s

v African American Period 1880s to 1920s

» Mexican / Hispanic Period 19205 to 1970s

Community Name Changes

Blackbridge

Barrio del Alacran

2021-10-22 18:59:50



| “Lively Hope Colored
| Baptist Church”
' O itk “Gabriel's Chapel”
x | I p

O “Albini's Tavern”

i | X KKKHouse

» Sl Frost Town Archeological Project 112 S R



Frost Town, Houston
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Some of Frost Town’s Occupants in 1867-68
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Arbro, C., teamster, Frost Town.

Arto, John, restauranteur, Congress beiw Main and Travis sts; res near

Frost Town

Cook, William, drayman, Frost Town

Fitch, W.H., carpenter, Frost Town

Fitzgerald, M.C., night policeman, Frost Town

Hudgpeth, J.L., watchman, G&HJ RR; res Frost Town

Keveton, Jos, carpenter, Frost Town

Lehn, Hy, porter with Massie, Smith & Co., res Frost Town
Leopold, William, machinist with B. Thomas & Co., res Frost Town
Marchel, Conrad, butcher, stall No. 41 Market; res Frost Town
O'Bannon, William H., carpenter, Frost Town

Randolph, Alfred, blacksmith, Frost Town

Ravenna, F.E., painter; res Frost Town

Ravenna, Manuel, painter, Frost Town

Rogers, R.N., conductor, G&HJ RR; res Frost Town

sandmann, Henry, porter with | Colman; res Frost Town
Saulsbury, And. C., painter, Frost Town

Schmidt, C. with M. Schmidt; res Frost Town, near Floech's Brewery

Senechal, Alex., painter, Frost Town
Senechal, L., carpenter, near Floeck's Brewery
Stoppel, F. watchmaker, with J Pauska; res Frost Town

Sullivan, P.O., Barber, Main betw Prairie st and Texas av; res Frost Town







UPRR BAYOU COMPRESS SITE
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