
PLANNING TO

SURVIVE IN THE

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE

H-GAC FALL PLANNING WORKSHOP: 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING FOR

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Mike Montgomery

Fire Marshal

Harris County TX
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Bastrop Fire

 34,068 acres burned

 1,700 structures lost
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Riley Road Fire

 18,960 acres burned

 23 structures damaged

 76 structures destroyed

4

http://www.inciweb.org/incident/maps/2614/0/


Jan 1, – Nov 7, 2011

Danger of wild fires in Texas is real

26,148 fires

burned

3,906,995 acres

5,065 structures

At a cost of over

$600 million



Wildfire is a Rural AND Urban issue

 Land use

 Climate

 Population

 Fire management

85% < 2 miles 
from a community

90% caused by humans





Local Drought Index
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 Understand and know your hazards

 Pre-identify where you will get resources

 Create public awareness

 Create defensible spaces

 Update Emergency Management Plans

 Exercise the plan(s) regularly

Five Keys to Managing Incidents    



DO YOU BURN YOUR HOUSEHOLD TRASH ?

If you must burn household trash

• Use a covered burn barrel

• Don’t pile it on the ground

• Avoid accumulating trash for long periods

• Avoid burning aerosol cans

• Avoid burning on RED FLAG or WINDY days

• STAY WITH YOUR FIRE

To report someone illegally burning, call the Harris County Fire Marshal at 281-999-2200

You Are Responsible For Your Fire !

of all wildfires are caused by humans

escaped outdoor  burning  is the            cause



ANY SPARK CAN CAUSE A WILDFIRE

Use CAUTION when welding or grinding

• Keep area clear of vegetation

• Wet down the work area

• Have a spotter watch for sparks

• Keep water and a fire extinguisher nearby

• Avoid hot work or RED FLAG or WINDY days

To report someone illegally burning, call the Harris County Fire Marshal at 281-999-2200

You Are Responsible For Your Fire !

of all wildfires are caused by humans

escaped outdoor  burning  is the            cause



Building defensible space



 Reforestation Act of 2003

 FLAME Act of 2009

 Wildland Fire Leadership Council

 Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy

 Texas Rural Fire Advisory Council

 Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP)

 Firewise communities / USA ®

 Ready, Set, Go!

Effective Planning Efforts



 Common goals
• Protect life and property

• Improve public awareness

• Mitigate risk

• Enhance emergency response

• Restore natural systems

 Common plan elements
• Assess risk

• Assess capabilities

• Identify service gaps

• Develop a mitigation plan and funding

Effective Planning efforts

Prepare

RespondRecover

Mitigate

Emergency
Management
Planning Cycle



 Cohesive Wildfire Mitigation Strategy

• http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/strategy/index.shtml

 Firewise Communities/USA

• http://www.firewise.org/

 Ready, Set, Go!

• http://wildlandfirersg.org/

 Texas Emerging Communities

• http://www.texasemergingcommunities.org/ 

 CWPP

• http://txforestservice.tamu.edu/main/popup.aspx?id=1599

For more information





Contact information

Mike Montgomery
Harris County

Fire Marshal’s Office

281-436-8121

mike.montgomey@fmo.hctx.net

www.hcfmo.net


