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• Streetscape and Urban Design  

• International Projects 

• Hotels and Resort Master Planning 

• Commercial Development 

• Thematic Garden Design 

• Department of Defense and Government Agencies 

• Residential Design 

• Churches and Public Parks 

• Educational Facilities 
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 Trees are often linked to a community’s 

history 

 The Urban Forest is recognized as a 

valuable design element and a definable 

“branding” opportunity 



Community Planning Process 

Components 
 
•  Paths –      Ways of Movement within an area. 

•  Edges –      Linear Elements. 

•  Districts –      Areas that can Consciously be Entered. 

                         “Sense of Place”  
                          Historic French Quarter 

•  Nodes –      Specific Points in a City 

   Closely Associated with Paths and found at 

   Transition Points between districts.  

   Thematic in nature 
   Times Square at 42nd Street 
   Grand Mall in D.C. 

•  Landmarks – Single Elements / Reference Points 

   Eiffel Tower 
   Washington Monument 

   Medieval Church Spire  
 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



Garden 

Community Planning Process 

Paths 

Suburban 

Edges 

Districts 

River or Mountains 
River Walk 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



Nodes 

Landmarks 

Community Planning Process 

Times Square 

Eiffel Tower 



Community Planning Process 

  Axial Design 
 Monticello 

•  Hierarchy or gradation of features 
 “Outdoor Rooms” 

•  Transition Elements  

 - Overlap Areas crucial to way finding and a sense 

   of space. 

           - Repetition of Design Elements; paving or planting. 

  “Humans must be able to organize their environment 
   to function effectively the arrangement of the visual 

   field is crucial to Way Finding and a Sense of   
   Place” 

•  Dominant Features 
 Focal Point gives a place purpose and unity. 
  
  
 

Methods 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



Community Planning Process 

Hierarchy / Gradation 
Axial Design 

Transition Elements  

Dominant Element 

Methods 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



Sense of Enclosure – Perhaps this single Most Important 

 feature in the design of community spaces.  

  

Unimproved Suburban Intersection 

Improved Suburban Intersection 

Community Planning Process 

Methods 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



Community Planning Process 

          Circulation, Open Space and Structures are the primary  

            elements of spatial design. They are manipulated by the designer to  

            Create Order, Context and Special Places for human activity.  

            No matter what the project the design process exist of arranging these  
            three elements.  

Spatial Components 

•  Circulation 
 

•  Open Space 
 

•  Structures 

Source: A Concise Guide to Community Planning: Porterfield & Hall 



  

Community Planning Process 

Streetscape and Urban Design 



Community Planning Process 

City of Montgomery 



Community Planning Process 

City of Shenandoah 



Community Planning Process 

City of Buffalo 



Community Planning Process 

GIS Modeling 



Community Planning Process 

Magnolia Ridge: Magnolia, Texas 



Community Planning Process 

Heritage Place: Montgomery, Texas 



Community Planning Process 

Conceptual Design – Neighborhood Entrance 



Community Planning Process 

Construction Drawings: Cumberland Crossing 
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Community Planning Process 

Construction Drawings: Cumberland Crossing 


