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METRO Solutions - Phase 2

East End Corridor
In June, 2008, METRO held a ceremony to launch
construction of light rail in the East End corridor.
Utility relocation work began the next month and is
continuing along Harrisburg Boulevard, between Milby
Street and Lockwood Drive. The transit authority reiter-
ated its commitment to building the 3.2 mile East End
light-rail line east to the Magnolia Transit Center.
METRO has agreed to partner with the Gulf Coast
Freight Rail District, City of Houston and UPRR to fund
a grade separation at the 6200 block of Harrisburg
to go over the existing UPRR tracks. The planned
overpass at this location will allow rail and vehicular
traffic (as well as pedestrians) to cross without inter-
ference from the freight rail line. Enabling an over-
pass at this intersection is at the top of the list for
these partnering entities.
Southeast Corridor
METRO reached another critical milestone in the build-
out of the METRO Solutions Phase 2 plan: the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) granted its final approval of
the Southeast Corridor Supplemental Final Environmental
Statement (SFEIS) through a document known as a
Record of Decision (ROD).

The FTA made its decision in July, 2008 based in

part because the project would be a permanent invest-
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Going Places

ment, and therefore "this new transit system has the
potential to positively influence economic development in
the Southeast Corridor consistent with community plans."

METRO plans to begin construction in this corri-
dor in 2009.

North Corridor

The FTA also granted a Record of Decision in July
2008 for the North Corridor light-rail project. RODs are
a key step toward obtaining federal funding, as they
establish that the project satisfies the National
Environmental Policy Act, the Clean Air Act, the National
Historic Preservation Act and other legal requirements.
The ROD:s also document the many opportunities afford-
ed to the community fo provide input.

METRO is seeking federal funds for three of the five
light-rail expansion lines. In addition to the North and
Southeast Corridors, the agency will seek federal funds
for the University Corridor. The three federally supported
light rail lines, together with the Uptown and East End
lines, are scheduled to be completed in 2012.
Uptown Corridor
Engineering work on the Uptown light rail corridor is,
at the outset of 2009, more than half complete.

METRO is working out an agreement with the Uptown

o

Authority/TIRZ to partner in the design and construc-
tion of project elements for a segment of the Uptown
light rail line. Additionally, the Uptown District has
been actively engaged with METRO in planning design
concepts and implementation.

uUniversity Corridors

In October, 2008 the METRO Board of Directors
approved a revised alignment for the eastern side of
the University Line. An Open House and Public
Hearing to receive comments on the new alignment
was held in early November at the Wheeler Avenue
Baptist Church. As 2008 came to a close, METRO
continued its work with the Federal Transit
Administration on completion of the Final
Environmental Impact Statement, which is expected to
be published in the spring of 2009.

For more information visit www.metrosolutions.org.
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Rail Crossing Improvements

As part of an ongoing effort to improve safety, TxDOT is improving railroad
crossings at 14 locations in Brazoria , Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris,
Montgomery, and Waller counties. The projects will upgrade the railroad sig-
nal and warning equipment at each crossing. Completion dates for each

project may vary.

Brazoria / d{?”ﬁ
* Wayne Rd. :
Fort Bend \“

e Herman Sulak St. in Sugar Land
Galveston \
e Avenue F in Hitchcock

* Mustang Rd. in Agoa
Harris

* Edgewood St. in Houston
* Hughes St. in Houston

e Van Hut Rd.
Montgomery

e 2nd St. in Conroe

* Magnolia Dr.

e Old Plantersville Rd.

e Pleasant Valley Rd.
Waller

* Blinka St. in Waller

* E. Waller Rd. in Waller

Pedestrian Bicycle Projects

More than $20 million in pedes-
trian and bicycle projects were let
to construction over the past year.
The projects sponsored by the
City of Houston, Greater
Southeast Management District,
METRO and Missouri City will
add 49 miles to the regional

pedestrian bicycle network.

* MKT/SP rails to trails from Shepherd Dr. to Houston Ave. - $3.5 million

* Columbia Tap rails to trails from Dixie Dr. to Polk St. - $3 million

* Phase Il of West Houston on-street bikeway - $1.4 million

* Little White Oak Bayou 12-foot wide concrete shared use path
from Calvacade to Sylvester St. - $1.3 million

* Columbia TAP-Union Station Trail 12-foot wide concrete shared use
path with bicycle lane from Polk St to Texas Ave. - $965K

* Third Ward pedestrian/bicycle trail - $780K

* Elgin, Ennis and Alabama pedestrian improvements - $224 million

* Holman pedestrian improvements from Delano to Ennis - $135K

* Missouri City pedestrian/bicycle plan - $7.3million
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H-GAC Regional Safety Program

The Regional Safety Council (RSC) continued to work
with local government agencies and community

advocacy organizations to assess and remediate

safety issues throughout the region. Through the
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DON'T HANG OUT

development of new partnerships and the receipt of
long-awaited new crash data, the program is expect-
ed fo grow in inferest and success.

Fatality Crash Reduction Campaign: Aims to
raise awareness of impaired/aggressive driving issues
through an aggressive city-wide media campaign and
increase traffic safety enforcement through the use of
mobile toxicology labs, unmarked and stealth patrol
vehicles, and other tactics.

NO-ZONE Campaign

As part of this campaign, H-GAC will be incor-
porating its NO ZONE campaign to promote safe
driving around commercial vehicles. The NO ZONE
campaign is meant to inform drivers of the “blind”
areas around trucks where other drivers should not
linger. The campaign will include the proliferation of
large decals to be placed on trucks to serve as
mobile reminders where not to “hang out” around
commercial vehicles, as well as PSA’'s and billboards.

Statewide Traffic Safety Conference: H-GAC
partnered with the Texas Transportation Institute’s
Center for Transportation Safety to put on the first
Statewide conference in November. The two-day con-
ference, which attracted 240 attendees, addressed
16 different traffic safety topic areas ranging from

DUI prevention to Freight Safety to Legislative Issues.

o

Child Ssafety

Staff is working with AAA-Texas to promote prop-
er child safety seat use through the distribution of
medical outreach kits to area pediatricians. Through
a newly-developed partnership with Safe Kids of
Greater Houston, staff developed informational
posters and materials for the region’s 2,000 daycare

facilities regarding child seat regulations in Texas.

CHILD
SAFETY SEAT

FACTS

Over 2,600 UNRESTRAINED Children
were killed in the U.S. in 2006

Children under 5 YRS OLD & less than
36 INCHES HIGH must be in a SAFETY SEAT

Violations can cost up to $200

BUCKLE UP YOUR CHILD

/ Tnportati
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Q= Save aLife iig
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Transportation Policy Council

CHAIRMAN

Honorable James Patterson
County Commissioner

Fort Bend County

1ST VICE CHAIR

Honorable Pam Holm
Council Member, District G
City of Houston

2ND VICE CHAIR
Honorable Norman Brown
County Commissioner
Liberty County

SECRETARY
Honorable Tom Reld
Mayor, City of Pearland

John Barton, P.E.
District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation,

Beaumont District

Don Brandon, P.E.
County Engineer
Chambers County

Honorable Matthew Doyle
Mayor
City of Texas City

Honorable Ken Clark
County Commissioner
Galveston County

Scott Elmer, P.E.
Director of Public Works
City of Missouri City

Honorable Ed Emmett
County Judge
Harris County

Honorable Jonathon Hopko, P.E.
County Engineer
Waller County

Steve Howard
Chief Operating Officer
Houston-Galveston Area Counclil

Tom Kornegday
Executive Director
Port of Houston Authority

Honorable Sue Lovell
Council Member
City of Houston

Michael Marcotte, P.E.
Director / Dept. of Public Works & Engineering
City of Houston

Honorable Jay Ross Martin
Council Member
City of Conroe

Honorable Pat McLaughlan
Council Member
City of Bellaire

Honorable Don Murray
Council Member, District 4
City of Baytown

Honorable Dennlis Parmer
Council Member, District 1
City of Sugar Land

Honorable Diana Puccetti
Council Member
City of Galveston

Honorable Alan B. Sadler
County Judge
Montgomery County

Honorable Matt Sebesta
County Commissioner, Pct. 2
Brazoria County

Art Storey, P.E.
Executive Director
Harris County Public Infrastructure Dept.

Tim Tietjens
Director of Planning
City of Pasadena

Gary K. Trietsch, P.E.
Distric Engineer, Houston District
Texas Department of Transportation

o

Frank J. Wilson
President & CEO
Metropolitan Transit Authority

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Jose Campos
Urban Planning Engineer
Federal Highway Administration

Bill E. King
Special Council
Bracewell & Giuliani, LP.

Jeff Moseley
President and CEO
Greater Houston Partnership

Rebecca Rentz
Air Quality Director

Texas Commission on Environment Quality

John Sweek
Community Planner
Federal Transit Administration

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
Dale Rudick, P.E.,
Intergovernmental Relations Director

City of Sugar Land

Marlene Gafrick, Vice Chair
Department Ping & Development

City of Houston
HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL

Alan C. Clark
MPO Director

Planning Our Region’s Transportation Future

ince 1974, H-GAC has served as
Sthe Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for transporta-
tion planning in the eight-county
Houston-Galveston Transportation
Management Area (TMA). The TMA
includes Brazoria, Chambers, Fort
Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty,
Montgomery, and Waller counties.
H-GAC's Transportation Policy
Council approves the region’s
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
and three-year implementation pro-
gram known as the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP).
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Mortgomery
Counly

Waller County

Harris County

Fort Bend County

Liberty County

Galveston County

Brazoria County

Chambers County
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Houston-Galveston
Area Council

3555 Timmons Lane, Suite 120

PO. Box 22777 * Houston, TX 77227-2777
Telephone 713-627-3200 ¢ Fax 713-993-4508
www.h-gac.com/tfransportation
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