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CONCEPTUAL DRAFT 1-69 CORRIDOR THROUGH THE HOUSTON REGION

Background
In 2009, the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) formed what has become

known as "segment committees” to provide local input for mobility improvements and
projects.  Additionally, the segment committees will advise TxDOT on planning,
development and priority projects in their communities and offer feedback and
information on environmental studies for projects that are proposed for construction. To
date, segment committees have been formed for the 1-35 and the US-59/1-69 Corridors.
The 1-69 segment committees that are geographically located within the greater Houston
region are Segment 2 which roughly stretches from just north of Lufkin south to 1-10, and
Segment 3, which roughly stretches from 1-10 southward and stops just before 1-37 in
Corpus Christi (please see attached map). TxDOT's detailed preliminary alignments for
1-69 did not specify an alignment through the greater Houston region. The maps showed
the proposed 1-69 stopping to the north and south of Houston and labeled the area an
"intermodal zone."

Current Situation

In June 2010, TXDOT asked members of the Segments 2 and 3 committees to provide
recommendations as to how the proposed 1-69 corridor might proceed through the greater
Houston region. Towards that end, H-GAC staff convened a meeting of local elected
officials and transportation agency organizations to provide input that could be relayed to
TxDOT. The result is the attached map that proposes an 1-69 Business corridor that
follows the existing alignment of US-59. The majority of this route is already built to
freeway standards and would require very few changes. The second suggestion from the
group was to create a second 1-69 corridor that would go through the eastern part of the
Houston region starting at the north from Shepherd and going south, southwest until it
connects with the existing US-59 corridor around Edna.

One of the primary purposes of this proposed route would be to connect the ports in our
region and provide a relief route that could give truck freight an alternate north-south
route that keeps them out of the worst of Houston's congested roadways inside Beltway 8.
This would provide a time savings to truck freight and provide some congestion and air
quality mitigation to commuters.

Most of this proposed route is not currently built to freeway standards. This is just a
proposal at this point and there would still be lots of study work to be completed if
TxDOT accepts the proposal.
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