
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 12, 2009 
 
 
 
Ms. Margaret Earnest 
Air Quality Division, MC 206 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
PO Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
  
 
RE:  Exceedence of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for Fine Particles 

(PM 2.5) in the Houston-Galveston-Brazoria Area  
  
Dear Ms. Earnest:  
 
 I am writing on behalf of the Houston-Galveston area’s Transportation Policy Council 
(TPC) to inform the Texas Commission on Environment Quality (TCEQ) of our on-going efforts 
to maintain compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for PM 2.5.    
Because of the success of measures already implemented and the expected benefits of actions 
now underway, we support efforts of TCEQ to maintain our region’s current attainment status for 
PM 2.5. 
 
 As you are aware, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a letter to the 
Governor of Texas requesting the Governor’s recommendations regarding potential non-
attainment designation of all or part of the Houston-Galveston-Brazoria area for failure to meet 
the NAAQS for PM 2.5.  TCEQ’s Clinton Drive monitor is the only monitor in our region that has 
consistently recorded levels of PM 2.5 at or exceeding the NAAQS.  Recent work by TCEQ has 
determined that the high level of PM 2.5 at the Clinton Drive site is primarily due to dust 
particles from nearby unpaved roads and parking areas.   
 

Local governments and businesses in the area of the Clinton Drive site have, in cooperation 
with TCEQ, voluntarily undertaken several actions to lower PM 2.5 levels, including: 
 

 Paving nearby parking lots;  

 Spraying unpaved areas with emulsified asphalt;  

 Relocating nearby railroad loading areas; and   

 Use of cleaner rail switching engines with low sulfur diesel fuels (funded through the 

Texas Emission Reduction Plan). 

These actions have significantly reduced monitored values of PM 2.5 in this area.  Once data for 
2009 is complete and reviewed, the Clinton Drive Monitor may show compliance with the 
current PM 2.5 NAAQS.   

 

 




