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PROPOSED HOUSTON-GALVESTON-BRAZORIA STATE 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN (SIP)  

 

Background 

The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reclassified the eight-county 

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria (HGB) area from a moderate to a severe nonattainment area 

for the 1997 eight-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 

effective on October 31, 2008.  The HGB eight-county area includes Brazoria, Chambers, 

Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, and Waller Counties. The EPA 

identified April 15, 2010, as the date for the State of Texas to submit its revised state 

implementation plan (SIP) addressing the severe ozone nonattainment area requirements 

of the 1990 Federal Clean Air Act Amendments (FCAA).   

 

Per federal regulations, the HGB area must attain the 1997 eight-hour ozone standard of 

0.08 parts per million (ppm) no later than the designated attainment date of June 15, 

2019.  Emission reductions needed for attainment must be implemented by January 1, 

2018, which is the attainment year for modeling.  

 

Overview of Proposed Revisions  

This Ozone HGB SIP revision addresses the precursor emissions of nitrogen oxides 

(NOX) and volatile organic compounds (VOC), the control strategies that are to be 

implemented, the quantity of emission reductions associated with each strategy, and 

when these reductions will occur.  This revision also contains the required SIP revision 

elements, including analyses for reasonably available control technology (RACT) and 

reasonably available control measures (RACM), a motor vehicle emissions budget 

(MVEB), transportation control measures (TCMs), and a contingency plan.  Also 

included in the reduction strategies is 1.55 tons per day (tpd) of Voluntary Mobile 

Emission Reduction Program (VMEP) NOx reductions to the on-road mobile sources for 

alternative commuting, vehicle retrofit and replacement, and traffic flow improvement 

measures.  It includes 0.70 tpd for non road VMEPs. 

 

Key points in proposed SIP revision schedule: 

September 23, 2009 - Anticipated proposal date 

October 9, 2009 - Anticipated Texas Register hearing notice date 

October 9 through November 9, 2009 - Public comment period 

October 28, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. at the H-GAC conference Room A 

October 29, 2009 at 3:00 p.m. held at TCEQ Building E, Room 201S Austin, TX 

March 10, 2010 - Anticipated TCEQ adoption date  

 

For more information on about the proposed revisions to the SIP and how to submit 

public comments, please visit: 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/comm_exec/agendas/comm/current/2009/09092

3.pdf 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/comm_exec/agendas/comm/current/2009/090923.pdf
http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/assets/public/comm_exec/agendas/comm/current/2009/090923.pdf


FACT SHEET 
EPA TO RECONSIDER OZONE POLLUTION STANDARDS 

 
• On September 16, 2009, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it 

would reconsider the 2008 national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for ground-level 
ozone, the primary component of smog.    

• The health effects associated with ozone exposure include respiratory health problems 
ranging from decreased lung function and aggravated asthma to increased emergency 
department visits, hospital admissions and premature death.  The environmental effects 
associated with seasonal exposure to ground-level ozone include adverse effects on sensitive 
vegetation, forests, and ecosystems. 

• EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson will reconsider the ozone standards to ensure that two of 
the nation’s most important air quality standards are clearly grounded in science, protect 
public health with an adequate margin of safety, and are sufficient to protect the 
environment.   

• The Agency will propose any needed revisions to the ozone standards by December 2009 and 
issue a final decision by August 2010. 

• The ozone standards set in 2008 were not as protective as recommended by EPA’s panel of 
science advisors, the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC). 

• The reconsideration will be based on the scientific and technical record used in the March 
2008 review, which included more than 1,700 scientific studies.  

• EPA will work with states to accelerate the implementation of any new standards.  This will 
limit any delays associated with moving to any new standards.  

• States, tribes and EPA work together to ensure clean air after a NAAQS is set. The first step 
is designating areas as meeting or not meeting the standards, which can be resource-
intensive. To reduce the workload for states during the interim period of reconsideration, the 
agency will propose to stay the 2008 standards for the purpose of attainment (meeting 
standards) and nonattainment (not meeting standards) area designations. The stay will allow 
states and EPA to prepare for an accelerated ozone designation process for the reconsidered 
standards to be completed by August 2011. EPA will work with states, local governments 
and tribes to ensure that air quality is protected during that time.  

• EPA will continue to require permitting of new and modified air pollution sources under the 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) program for the 2008 ozone standards.  In 
addition, EPA and states will continue to implement the 1997 ozone standards. 

• The reconsideration affects both the “primary” ozone standard, designed to protect public 
health, and the “secondary” standard, designed to protect the environment. EPA issued the 
ozone standards on March 12, 2008, and set both standards at a level of 0.075 parts per 
million (ppm).  

• In May 2008, states, environmental groups and industry groups filed petitions with the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals for review of the 2008 ozone standards In March 2009, the court 
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granted EPA’s request to stay the litigation so the new administration could review the 
standards and determine whether they should be reconsidered.  

 

Expected Schedule 

Proposed Reconsidered NAAQS ................December 2009 
Final Reconsidered NAAQS.......................August 2010 
Final Designations ......................................August 2011 
State Implementation Plans (SIPs) due.......December 2013 
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