
REGIONAL AIR QUALITY PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Thursday, October 30, 2008 
H-GAC Conference Room A 

3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor 
Houston, Texas 77027 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Charles Airiohuodion (Alternate), Jed Anderson, Craig Beskid, Rhonda Boyer (Phone), Dan Hoyt, Matthew 
Kuryla, Robert Lanham, Paul Newman (Alternate), Snehal Patel, Karl Pepple, Matthew Tejada, G. Michael 
White, Beth Whitehead, Paulette Wolfson, and Julie Woodard 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Kelli Angelone (H-GAC), Lola Brown (TCEQ), Connie Chao (H-GAC), Andrew DeCandis (H-GAC), Graciela 
Lubertino (H-GAC), Crystal Spencer (H-GAC), Diana Sullivan (TCEQ), Shelley Whitworth (H-GAC), and Carl 
Young (EPA)  
 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
Dana Blume, Elena Craft, Catarina Cron, Sarah Dreiling, Dee Ann Haney,  Larry Mann, Mark McClelland, Adam 
Smith, Jeff Suggs, and Mary Ellen Whitworth 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. G. Michael White called the meeting to order and all members were welcomed for attending.  Since the 
conditions for quorum were not initially met, this was postponed until later in the meeting. 
   
AGENCY REPORTS: 
TCEQ UPDATE – Lola Brown, TCEQ 
Ms. Lola Brown began her update with reporting that effective tomorrow, the HGB ozone non-attainment area 
will be classified as severe nonattainment for the 1997 National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone with an 
attainment date no later than June 15, 2019 or as soon as practicable.  The technical work is continuing on the SIP 
revision which must be submitted to EPA by 2010.  TCEQ will be having a stakeholder meeting Monday, 
November 03, 2008 from 1:30pm to 3:30pm at H-GAC to discuss the initial 2018 modeling results.  The meeting 
will include updates on the development status of the next SIP revision, a report from H-GAC regarding the local 
meetings, and will discuss potential control strategies.  The TCEQ executive recommendation regarding the new 
2008 8-hour ozone standard will be available on the website by close of business November 21, 2008 and will be 
presented on the commissioner’s agenda on December 10, 2008.  Ms. Brown concluded her update with 
announcing that as of October 01, 2008, Kim Herndon is the new SIP team leader with her team.   
  
EPA UPDATE – Carl Young, EPA 
Mr. Carl Young began his update with a quick cover of 1.) Revised Ambient Standard for Lead – October 15, 
2008 EPA revised the Ambient Standard for lead from 1.5 to 0.15 (micro gram per cubic meter).  The standard is 
a rolling 3 month average over a 3 year period; previously EPA looked at quarterly average.  In conjunction with 
revising the standard for lead, EPA is improving the existing lead monitoring that works and is requiring monitors 
being placed in areas with sources such as industrial and urban areas with more than 500,000 people.  For more 
information including fact sheets, please visit www.epa.gov/air/lead/.   2.) Update on EPA’s Clean Air Interstate 
Rule – The Clean Air Interstate Rule was EPA’s strategy to reduce interstate transporting emission contributing to 
the non-attainment of PM2.5 and ozone standards in the eastern United States including Texas.  EPA received an 
adverse court ruling on an optional setup of 3 interstate trading and the court ask for new round of legal briefing 
from the litigants; outcome is pending.  3.) Houston Classification – The Houston nonattainment areas will be 
classified as a severe area and the report was published in the October 01, 2008 Federal Register.  The 
reclassification request by Governor Perry was submitted in 2007 for the 1997 8-hour ozone standard of 85 ppb.  
EPA’s action for reclassifying the area established an area attainment date no later than June 15, 2019.  EPA’s 



Federal Register Notice that was published October 01, 2008 includes many comments received on the 
reclassification issues.   
 
PRESENTATION: 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE BY-PRODUCT SYNERGY PROCESS – Andrew Mangan, U. S. Business 
Council for Sustainable Development 
(Please refer to handout.)  Mr. Andrew Mangan delivered his presentation “An Overview of the By-Product 
Synergy Process”.  Mr. Mangan spoke on information such as:  1.) Markets  2.) WBCSD Regional Network  3.) 
CO2 Emissions – 450 Stabilization Case Achievable or Science Fiction?  4.) Markets – Energy Efficiency  5.) By-
Product Synergy – What is it?  6.) Projects are Regional or Local and can be linked or scaled nationally.  7.) The 
By-Product Synergy Process  8.) Chicago Waste to Profit Network  9.) Steel & Cement Synergy  10.) 40 Dow 
Business Lines from Six Plants  11.) Estimated Value to Dow from Gulf Coast Phase I  12.) Economic Benefit 
Achieved Through  13.) The Keys to Unlocking Synergies  14.) Metrics  15.) Path Forward  16.) 
www.usbcsd.org.  The presentation included several charts, maps and studies.   
 
THE EPA PERSPECTIVE ON THE BY-PRODUCT SYNERGY PROCESS – Lisa Price, EPA 
 (Please refer to handout.)  Ms. Lisa Price delivered her presentation “The EPA Perspective on the By-Product 
Synergy Process”.  Ms. Price spoke on information such as:  1.) Waste Management Perspective  2.) Main Points  
3.) Waste Generation  4.) MSW Production 245 Million Tons  5.) Waste Generation Rates 1960-2003  6.) What is 
Integrated Materials Management?  7.) Safe Management: Cradle to Grave  8.) Current MSW Management 
Practices in the U.S.  9.) Factors that Influence the Balance  10.) EPA’s Waste Management Policy  11.) Why the 
Change?  12.) More Factors Influencing Policy  13.) Why Should we Look at MSW as an Energy Source?  14.) 
Current Environmental Benefits  15.) Emission Comparisons – CO2  16.) Emission Comparisons – SOx  17.) 
Emissionomparisons – NOx  18.) Conclusions.  The presentation included several charts, reports and studies.   
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
APPROVE G. MICHAEL WHITE AS TEMPORARY RAQPC CHAIR FOR THE CURRENT MEETING  
RAPQC members unanimously approved  as the temporary RAQPC chair since neither the current Chair nor 
Vice-Chair were able to attend the current meeting. 
 
APPROVE MEETING SUMMARY 
July 31, 2008 meeting summaries were motioned, seconded, and approved. 
 
HOLD ELECTIONS FOR RAQPC OFFICERS – Andrew DeCandis 
Elections for the RAQPC Officers Executive Committee was moved, seconded and all were in favor to elect the 
following candidates. 
 
Chair – Mathew Tejada (Citizens/Environmental) 
Vice Chair – Paulette Wolfson (Local Government) 
Immediate Past Chair – Dana Blume (Business/Industry) 
  
Beth Whitehead (Business/Industry) 
Elena Craft (Citizens/Environmental) 
Snehal Patel (Local Government) 
 
APPROVE RAQPC POLICY SUBCOMMITTEE DRAFTED POSITION ON EPA ADVANCED NOTICE 
OF PUBLIC RULEMAKING FOR GREENHOUSE GASES – Karl Pepple 
Mr. Karl Pepple began with announcing that there was a brief conference call regarding this action item yesterday 
and that participants on this call were able to create a draft proposal that needs some tinkering.   
 
A lively discussion followed this introduction.  General concerns during this discussion involved questions over 
how appropriate and useful it would be to incorporate greenhouse gas regulations into the Clean Air Act.  RAQPC 
members had strong views on both sides of the issue.  Ultimately, no consensus could be reached on this question 
so it was decided that no action should be taken by RAQPC on this matter at this meeting. 



THE STARS AT NIGHT, ARE BIG AND BRIGHT… SO TURN OFF THE LIGHTS TEXAS – Jed 
Anderson 
Mr. Jed Anderson presented “The Stars at Night, are Big and Bright… so Turn off the Lights Texas” concept 
commercial for the committee’s consideration.  Mr. Anderson encouraged the committee to share the concept 
with your organization and friends to help lift this idea off the ground.  No action taken – pending until next 
meeting.   
 
INFORMATION ITEMS: 
H-GAC DIRECTION – Shelley Whitworth, H-GAC 
Ms. Shelley Whitworth began H-GAC’s Direction by informing the committee that H-GAC is currently working 
on:  1.) H-GAC received the off-road mobile 2018 inventory last week and the Final Short List Control Strategies 
Catalog, Technical Report, and Supporting Materials are due on February 20, 2009.  2.) H-GAC will be having 
the Draft Short List Control Strategies Public Meeting on Monday, November 03, 2008.  3.)  As soon as we get 
inventory qualifications on the short list, H-GAC will schedule stakeholder meetings.  4.)  H-GAC will be moving 
forward with the Public Comment Period.  5.)  The Draft Short List Control Strategies Catalogs and Technical 
Report are due December 05, 2008.  6.)  The Short List will soon be submitted to TPC for final adoption in 
January 2009  7.) The Short List of Control Strategies Recommendations will be submitted to H-GAC Board of 
Directors on February 17, 2009.   8.) A contract from TCEQ was received last week regarding a third party TERP 
– $5 million to build for local governments.  9.) H-GAC Board approved 5 additional projects (Totaling 874.05 
tons per year of NOx reduction and 164 contracts under this program.) 10.) H-GAC Board approved Gulf Coast 
Center Connect Transit.  11.) The 2008 Air Quality Initiatives Report is available.  12.) We are the largest 
vanpool in the nation.  13.) A TERP Workshop teaching Grant Proposals will be held at H-GAC on November 10, 
2008. 
 
POLICY SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT – Karl Pepple, City of Houston  
No report given. 
 
AIR QUALITY REPORT – Diana Sullivan, TCEQ 
(Please refer to handout.)  Ms. Diana Sullivan delivered the Houston Air Quality Report. 

 For year 2008 to date, the Houston/Galveston non-attainment area has experienced 32 days with at least 
one monitor in exceedances of the one hour standard (>125ppb). These exceedances were monitored at 
the 26 monitoring stations that meet the EPA regulatory requirements. 

  
The highest eight hour average concentration (106ppb) occurred on July 17, 2008 at the 
Northwest Harris County monitor. 

  
The highest one hour average concentration (138ppb) occurred on October 25, 2008 at the City of 
Houston – Park Place (C416) monitoring site. 

 
 The 2008 year-to-date California South Coast Air Basin Ozone Summaries are attached. 

 
1. 2007 8-hour  >85ppb = 79 days 
2. 2008 8-hour  >75ppb = 124 days 
3. 2008 1-hour  >125ppb = 25 days 

 
 Hurricane Ike Issues 

Impacts of debris burning on air quality 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

• No Public Comments announced.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• No Announcements. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 



• The next RAQPC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 04, 2008 at 1:30 P.M. 
 
ADJOURN 

• If you have an item you wish to be added to the agenda for a future meeting, please e-mail Andrew 
DeCandis at andrew.decandis@h-gac.com. 

 


