REGIONAL AIR QUALITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

	


MEETING SUMMARY

Thursday, February 26, 2009
H-GAC Conference Room A
3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor

Houston, Texas 77027

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Bob Allen (Alternate), Jed Anderson, Dana Blume, Patrick Buzbee, Elena Craft, Dan Hoyt, Dale Kornegay (Alternate), Matthew Kuryla, Mark McClelland, Snehal Patel, Karl Pepple, Edmund Petry (Alternate), Cynthia Redwine, Ronald Schultz, Matthew Tejada, G. Michael White, and Paulette Wolfson
STAFF PRESENT:
Kelli Angelone (H-GAC), Lola Brown (TCEQ), Ben Finley (H-GAC), Graciela Lubertino (H-GAC), Crystal Spencer (H-GAC), Mary Schuwerk (H-GAC), and Carl Young – Phone (EPA)
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:
Craig Beskid, Elvira R. Cardinal, Catarina Cron, Dee Ann Haney, Larry Mann, Adam Smith, Beth Whitehead, Mary Ellen Whitworth, and Julie Woodard
CALL TO ORDER:

Ms. Paulette Wolfson called the meeting to order and all members were welcomed for attending.  
AGENCY REPORTS:

TCEQ UPDATE – Lola Brown

Ms. Lola Brown began her update by introducing Kim Herndon as the new SIP Team Leader, and Walker Williamson as the Project Manager for the reasonable further progress SIP revision and the back-up project manager for the attainment demonstration SIP revision for the Houston area.  TCEQ technical work is continuing on the revisions that must be submitted to the EPA by April 15, 2010.  TCEQ staff is evaluating the possible measures provided in the draft initial concept list and those suggested by stakeholders.  A control techniques guideline for the CTG Stakeholder Group Meeting was held on December 09, 2008 to discuss the content of documents related to EPA’s Consumer Report for Commercial Products Guidelines and to seek stakeholder input.  It is anticipated that any rule in the SIP revisions will be completed on this same timeline as the HGB SIP revisions which will be proposed in the fall of 2009 and submitted to EPA in April 2010.  If you would like additional information on the CTG technique guideline, you can go to CTG Stakeholder page.  The cost analysis of HRVOC controls on polymer plants and flares final report has been posted on the SIP Hot Topic webpage.  A follow-up HRVOC cost analysis study is focusing on non- polymer facilities and is in the planning stages.  An agency wide flare task force was created to evaluate issues related to flares that have been raised both within the agency and by external parties over the past several years.  The task force evaluation is not related to the development of any particular control strategy, but the goal of the task force is to compile information and provide options for agency management consideration.  Future stakeholder involvement is anticipated as the group learns more, Ashley Forbes is the contact.  A meeting will be held on March 04, 2009 at H-GAC starting at 2:00pm to seek stakeholder input on issues related to the Section 185 of the Federal Clean Air Act rule making, for additional information you make contact Kathy Pendleton at TCEQ.  Modeling activities are focused on developing revised 2005 baseline and 2018 future modeling emissions and making improvements to the meteorological modeling.  The updates and modeling results were presented at the last Southeast Texas Photochemical Modeling Technical Committee meeting on February 18, 2009; posted on the website.  The next modeling meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2009. TCEQ plans to present the modeling results using the revised modeling emissions in meteorology.  On February 05, 2009, TCEQ met with the EPA Region 6 Air Planning Section staff and discussed a number of SIP modeling assumptions and procedures.  The discussion identified a number of items that staff from both agencies agreed to work on including EPA flexibility in calculating procedures used in the attainment test and TCEQ providing documentation for the emission reconciliation procedure and tank landing loss emission projections.  In addition, modeling staff from both agencies agreed to finish addressing EPA’s comments concerning the draft modeling protocol.  Neither questions nor comments followed this agency report.

EPA UPDATE – Carl Young
Mr. Carl Young began his update by noting that on February 24 the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia issued a ruling on a challenge to the annual fine particulate National Ambient Air Quality Standard.  In 2006, EPA elected to keep the Annual Standard at 15 micrograms per cubic meter.  The court’s ruling stated that EPA failed to accurately explain the Annual Standard at 15 micrograms per cubic meter and petitioned to threaten to protect human health causing the courts to send the standard back to EPA for reconsideration.  The court did not vacate the annual standard, so the standard stays in place for the mean time.  Mr. Young continued his update with speaking briefly about a recent court ruling on the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR).  Texas is in the Clean Air Interstate Rule for transport of PM2.5.  In late December 2008, the U.S. Court of Appeals issued its ruling on the petitions for rehearing of their July decision to vacate the Clean Air Interstate Rule (CAIR) and the associated federal implementation plan.  The Court granted the petition for rehearing to the extent that it remanded the rule without vacating it.  Thus, CAIR remains effective until replaced by EPA with a rule that comports with the Court’s July 2008 opinion.  The Court did not set any deadline for EPA to promulgate a replacement rule.  The Clean Air Interstate Rule is in effect until it is replaced by EPA with a rule that is consistent with the July 2008 amendment.  Mr. Young then spoke on a final rule on using optical gas imaging for VOC leak detection and repair that was published in the Federal Register on December 22.  This new technology allows VOC leaks to be displayed on a video camera screen..  Mr. Young also mentioned a consent agreement with BP products for North America Clean Air Act over violation at the Texas City refinery.  BP will spend more than $161 million on pollution controls, enhanced maintenance and monitoring, and improved internal management practices; pay a $12 million civil penalty; and spend $6 million on a supplemental environmental project to reduce air pollution.  Brief questions and comments followed this agency report.

PRESENTATION:

BENZENE AND OTHER TOXICS EXPOSURE (BEE-TEX) STUDY – Jay Olaguer, HARC
(Please refer to handout.)  Mr. Jay Olaguer delivered his presentation “Benzene and Other Toxics Exposure (BEE-TEX) Study”.  Mr. Olaguer spoke on topics such as:  1.) The Goal  2.) Basic Description  3.) Study Design Elements  4.) Differential Optical Absorption Spectrometry (DPAS)  5.) Computer-Aided Tomography  6.) Advantages of CAT-DOAS  7.) Relation to Human Exposure  8.) Source Attribution  9.) Aerodyne Inverse Plume Model  10.) Imaging DOAS (I-DOAS)  11.) Infrared Camera  12.) Personal Exposure Monitoring  13.) Air and Exposure Modeling  14.) Potential Project Participants  15.) Possible Timing  16.) Estimated Costs and Potential Funding Sources.  The presentation included diagrams and charts.
ACTION ITEMS:
DISCUSS MULTI-POLLUTANT PLAN AND APPROACH – Matthew Tejada

RAQPC members approved 11 of the 12 original comments proposed by the RAQPC Policy Subcommittee in response to Senate Bill No. 16.  Mr. Anderson and Mr. Matt Kuryla did not support item 12 supporting all major sources being held to EGU requirements. The first 11 items were approved with the inclusion of the following: 

Local Initiative Projects using LIRAP Funds- Requirement of local match should be eliminated, reduced or provisions should be made to assist local governments for the following such programs;

· Law Enforcement personnel and related expenses,

· Equipment needed to properly conduct emissions enforcement activities,

· Remote sensing and related expenses, and
· Projects that reduce multi pollutants,
RAQPC members reached consensus to adopt the document with the revised items.

DISCUSS AND DETERMINE MEETING TIME – Matthew Tejada

RAQPC members reached consensus to approve the new meeting time 2:00pm to 4:00pm, starting March 26, 2009.  
INFORMATION ITEMS:

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Beth Whitehead
The Legislative Update was not available.
JANUARY BOARD ACTION ON CONTROL MEASURES – Graciela Lubertino

Dr. Graciela Lubertino began her information item stating that the Draft Final Short List for the control measures was sent to TCEQ on February 20, 2009. H-GAC is currently waiting for TCEQ to comment on it, and based on these comments it will create the final version of the document.  Please visit the website for more information.  Neither comments nor questions followed this information item.    
STATUS REPORT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT MOAs FOR MOBILE CONTROL STRATEGIES – Kelli Angelone
Ms. Kelli Angelone began her information item stating that H-GAC is working on projects with Montgomery County, Harris County, and City of Alvin to estimate what reductions could be made from proposed memoranda of agreement (MOAs). In addition, H-GAC is working with City of Sugar Land, Brazoria County, and Fort Bend County to find possible strategies for their areas.  H-GAC is planning to meet with as many local governments as possible throughout March.  Neither comments nor questions followed this information item.
STATUS REPORT ON LIRAP LOCAL INITIATIVE COUNTY GRANTS WITH TCEQ – Ben Finley

(Please refer to handout.)  Mr. Ben Finley delivered the status report on LIRAP Local Initiative County Grants with TCEQ.  
The Local Initiative Funds (LIP) Summary Chart consists of:  
1.) Brazoria County – Carry over FY08 $105,286.89 / FY09 $103,186.57 / Total $208,473.45  
Project – Replace dump trucks

Status – Received letter to proceed

Proposed Project - $474,000.00  Proposed Match - $265,527.00
2.) Fort Bend County – Carry over FY08 $131,872.15 / FY09 $134,860.75 / Total $266,732.90  
Project – Purchase busses for new transit route

Status – Should finalize application this week, and get Judge’s signature in March

Proposed Project - $764,142.00  Proposed Match - $497,469.00

3.) Galveston County – Carry over FY08 $109,117.69 / FY09 $108,494.61 / Total $217,612.30  
Project – Replace damaged fleet (3 sedans /3 heavy duty trucks)

Status – Should finalize application this week, and get Judge’s signature in March

Proposed Project - $217,612.30  Proposed Match - $0

4.) Harris County – Carry over FY08 $1,582,609.88 / FY09 $1,553,163.66 / Total $3,135,773.54  
Project – Unknown

Status – Unknown

Proposed Project - $?  Proposed Match - $?

5.) Montgomery County – Carry over FY08 $142,660.21  / FY09 $144,664.92 / Total $287,325.13
Project – Replace school busses

Status – Should revise County accepted application this week, and get Judge’s signature in March

Proposed Project - $574,650.26  Proposed Match - $287,325.00

PUBLIC COMMENT:

· No Public Comments announced. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

· No Announcements.
NEW BUSINESS:

· The next RAQPC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 26, 2009 at 2:00 P.M.
ADJOURN:
· If you have an item you wish to be added to the agenda for a future meeting, please e-mail Mary Schuwerk at mary.schuwerk@h-gac.com.
