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Technology—NTIA encourages applicants to be forward-thinking in the use of technology and to focus on spectrum-efficient and cost-effective technology solutions.  Regardless of the technology, projects should emphasize regional/consolidated equipment Investments.  This can be accomplished in a variety of ways, including, but without limitation, documented P25-complant dual-mode or digital land mobile radio trunked systems, patches  and gateways which link public safety radio systems to other systems, and innovative approaches which leverage IP-based or point-to point software-based solutions.    
Some examples of innovative solutions include (but are not limited to) the use of voice or radio internet protocol; broadband voice, data, or video applications; mobile public safety networks; multi-band-mode software designed radio; network interconnect technologies; or satellite communication systems.
Improve spectrum efficiency—As a steward of effective use of spectrum as a finite public resource, NTIA, through the PSIC Grant Program, must consider spectrum efficiency in evaluating grants under this program. The definition of spectrum efficiency varies across technology platforms and among applications.  For the purpose of the PSIC Grant Program, a spectrum-efficient solution is considered to be one which consumes the least amount of spectrum to accomplish the mission effectively within the budget, management plan, schedule, use and other constraints.
Improve Interoperable Communications in areas of high risk for natural disasters-- Public Safety agencies and their communications systems are usually pushed to the limit when a catastrophic natural disaster strikes.
Continue to Improve Interoperability efforts in urban and metropolitan areas at high risk of threats of terrorism. 
Limitation of Project Scope --The intent of the statute that created the PSIC Grant Program is to fund interoperability projects across the county. Proposals submitted need to address solutions that include multiple agencies and multiple jurisdictions.  For these reasons, PSIC will NOT support projects whose purpose falls in the categories discussed below.

1. Single-Agency Projects.  PSIC will not support projects whose emphasis is on the internal communications needs of a single agency, even if the agency has a considerable number of offices or users in different cities or regions of the State/Territory.  Investments should include multiple agencies and/or multiple disciplines.
2. Single Jurisdiction.  PSIC will not support an interoperability project that only serves a single jurisdiction.  Investment Justifications should be multi-jurisdictional and/or regional in scope, as supported by the Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 SAFECOM Grant Guidance.
STR Funding—Pursuant to Section 2201 of Pub. L. No 110-53, States and Territories will be required to establish and implement a strategic technology reserve (STR) to pre-position or secure interoperable communications in advance for immediate deployment in an emergency situation or major disaster.  Each State and Territory has been allocated a presumptive funding amount proportionate to its total allocation under the program. (The amount for Texas is $5,039,518).  To be considered for PSIC funding, the STR must be capable of re-establishing communications when existing critical infrastructure is damaged or destroyed in and emergency of major disaster.  

Further Information. Further information on the PSIC grant program is available online at the NTIA website: http://www.ntia.doc.gov/psic/.

