
Why Prairies 
Matter to You 

and the Region 



WHAT IS A PRAIRIE?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Large expanse of grasslands found in temperate parts of the worldCalled prairies in North AmericaPampas in South AmericaSteppes in EurasiaVelds in AfricaMeadows in EuropeKew Botanical Garden is creating an American Prairie to show the vibrant grasslands of North America, and discover the importance of this threatened habitat.New York Times contributor Alexander Nazaryan called for the National Mall to be planted with wildflowers. In his opinion piece, he noted:}We can’t be afraid of change. And we certainly should not be afraid of wildflowers. They speak to the variety of the American experience, to the regeneration and hope that follow even the harshest winter or discontent (or even the harshest drought add Mary Anne)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The coastal prairie is a tallgrass prairie that encompassed 9 million acres along the coasts of Louisiana and Texas. Our Katy Prairie is in a transitional zone between wetter woodlands and forests to the east and drier short and mixed grass prairies to the west. Because of this the tallgrass prairie is in a constant state of flux depending on climatic conditions. During cooler wetter periods the forests and woodlands will move west into the prairie and during warmer drier periods the woodlands will retreat and the prairie will move east.



COASTAL PRAIRIE – PRAIRIE PLANTS
Big Bluestem

Little Bluestem

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big four of prairie grassesBig bluestemLittle bluestemIndiangrassSwitchgrass Others plants can include Rattlesnake master Elegant gayfeatherBlack-eyed Susan ConeflowerTwo key prairie plants were used by Indigenous communities in America to treat snakebite: rattlesnake master and coneflower.



WHY ARE PRAIRIES IMPORTANT?



BIODIVERSITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairies are rich in biodiversity and support a wide variety of plant and animal species. They provide habitat for numerous endangered and threatened species, such as the Attwater's prairie chicken and the whooping crane. Protecting these lands helps conserve Texas's unique natural heritage. Prairies support a wide variety of plant and animal speciesInsects, reptiles, birds and mammalsIconic ones include Attwater’s Prairie Chicken, whooping crane, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Green Darner.We have documents over 700 grasses and wildflowers on the prairie and we are not finished counting yet.



STORM PROTECTION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairies act as a natural buffer against storm surges and coastal erosion. They help protect inland communities and infrastructure from the impacts of hurricanes and tropical storms by absorbing and dissipating wave energy. Prairies and their associated wetlands infiltrate, slow down, and store floodwaters. Regional Efforts includeProtection of the Katy PrairieLarge-scale restoration, inclusing forests, grasslands, shorelinesIndividual EffortsPrairie Builder Parks and SchoolsPollinator GardensNine Natives for Shade and SunReplacing grass with native materials



WATER QUALITY

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal Prairies are a mix of prairie and wetlands. The wetlands are often called Nature’s kidneys because they help improve water quality by filtering pollutants and excess nutrients from runoff before they enter rivers and estuaries. This benefits both aquatic ecosystems and human water supply sources. Water leaving the prairie and the wetlands often cleaner than the water entering these systems.



RECREATION AND TOURISM

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairie lands provide opportunities for outdoor recreation and tourism, including hiking, birdwatching, hunting, and wildlife photography. These activities contribute to local economies through tourism-related spending. Activities can includeHuntingFishingHikingNature ViewingOutdoor PhotographyNature to prairies along with other nature venues can have a profound positive effect on health



AGRICULTURE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Historically, some coastal prairie lands were converted for agriculture, primarily for rice, cotton, and cattle ranching. These lands have contributed to Texas's ranching industry, which is economically significant to the state but they have converted these grasslands to other land uses, sometimes permanently. Agriculture provides food for growing populations�



CULTURAL HERITAGE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairies hold cultural significance for indigenous communities and offer a connection to the history and traditions of the region. Preserving these lands helps protect cultural heritage and promotes awareness of indigenous history. Some of the positive impacts arewFamily ranchesRodeosIndigenous communitiesEarly cowboys��



SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairies are valuable research sites for studying ecosystems, plant and animal behavior, and the impacts of climate change and habitat loss. They provide opportunities for scientists to better understand and address environmental challenges. These studies provide a connection between researchers, landowners, and land trustsCPC is currently working on studies on:Western Chicken TurtleInfiltration StudiesSmooth Green SnakeSpotted Skunk��



CARBON SEQUESTRATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairie ecosystems can sequester carbon dioxide, helping mitigate the effects of climate change. The preservation and restoration of these lands can contribute to carbon reduction efforts. Prairie has the highest potential for carbon capture per unit area, followed by forests and croplandPrairies offers cooling benefits to urban environments as restored open greenspace can reduce urban temperatures by up to 7.2%These efforts can help improve watersheds��



EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coastal prairie lands offer educational opportunities for students and the public. Learning about these ecosystems promotes environmental awareness and stewardship. Children who have access to nature and who learn about the benefits provided by prairie and other natural areas generally grow up to care about the environment.����



AESTHETIC VALUE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Many people appreciate the beauty and natural landscapes of coastal prairies. Preserving these areas ensures that future generations can enjoy the scenic beauty and tranquility they offer. ���



FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Conserving Prairies – land protection

• NRCS Grassland of Special 
Significance

• NAWCA (plus associated wetlands)
• NFWF
• RESTORE
• Private Philanthropy (Fdns/Corps)

Restoring Prairies – land stewardship
• NAWCA (plus associated wetlands)
• TPWD – Landowner Incentive Prog.
• FWS – Partners for Wildlife

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not show during the presentation



EXAMPLES OF NEARBY PRAIRIES
• Williams Prairie -Fulshear
• Flo Hannah Prairie - Angleton
• Nash Prairie - Brazoria
• Deer Park Prairie – Pasadena
• Precinct I 
• TMC Prairie – Holcombe Blvd.
• Hermann Park’s Whistlestop 

Prairie

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not shown during the presentation.��
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