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Jan 
2015 

Adopted 
by TPC 

Sep 11, 2015 
Conformity 

Determinatio
n Issued by 

FHWA 

2045 RTP 

2017-2020 
TIP 

2019-2022 
STIP 

Jan 2019 
Adopted 
 by TPC 

2045 RTP Development 

May 2018 
Adopted by TPC 

Performance 
Rules 

2019-2022 
TIP 

May 
2016 

Adopted  
by TPC 

2017-2020 
STIP 

Dec 2016 
Approved 

by 
FHWA/FTA 

Fall 2018 
Superseded by 2019-2022 

STIP 
(Upon FHWA/FTA approval) 

Feb 2018 Quarterly 
Revision5 

 
 
 
 
 

Apr 14, 2018  - RTP 
adoptions/ 

amendments must 
comply with 

performance rules 

Gap from April 14, 2018 UNTIL either:  
• RTP 2040 is amended to address rules 
• RTP 2045 is adopted and addresses rules 

Potential limited ability to add or 
amend projects or obtain other federal 

approvals7 

May 27, 2018 
Safety Rule 
Applicable 

Options:  
• Amend the RTP to comply 

with new rules (allows for 
“business as usual”) 

Fall 2018 
Approval by FHWA/ 

FTA 
(Desired)6 

CFP 
(2) 

 
 
 
 
 

Apr 14, 2018   
Cannot  adopt/ 

amend TIP not in 
compliance with 

performance rules TIP can be adopted after April 
14, 2018  and incorporated 
into STIP without RTP update, 
so long as it is consistent with 
rules and does not amend RTP 
 

‒ No TIP 
adoptions/amendments 
or STIP 
adoptions/revisions that 
amend RTP 

‒ Assuming, approval of 
the 19-20 STIP, which is 
an approval of the 
compliance of the 
TIP/STIP. Changes to the 
plan. Guarding against. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIP Amendments  
(potentially limited4) 

May 27, 
2016 

Planning Reg 
Published 

Mar 15, 
2016 

Safety Rule 
Published 

1) If LG is seeking  federal reimbursement for PE. PE would need to 
begin after entering into an AFA and receiving FPAA. LG should  add 
an additional 6 months for PE/PS&E procurement review by TxDOT. 
Adjust timeline accordingly.  

2) ROW mapping by LG prior to environmental clearance is at risk 
(preferred alternative should be identified through environmental 
process prior to ROW mapping).  

3) If LG is seeking federal reimbursement for ROW, add 2 months to 
mapping/appraisal and 2 months to acquisition. Adjust timeline 
accordingly.  

Notes:  

This timeline could advance dependent upon LG willingness to complete 
PE/PS&E and Environmental work prior to a Call for Projects/Project Selection. 

An Environmental Impact Study (EIS) would require additional development time. 

Projects that require additional permits  (e.g. Army Corps , Coast Guard) or 
railroad agreements will  require additional development time.  

Inclusion of projects in planning documents includes: Listing in RTP, TIP, STIP,  and 
associated Transportation Policy Board , TxDOT, FHWA, and  FTA approvals. 
Projects that must be included in a conformity determination would require 
additional time and approvals.  
 

Acronyms:  
MO=Month 
PI=Project Initiation 
LG=Local Government 
CFP=Call for Projects 
MPO=Metropolitan Planning Organization 
AFA=Advance Funding Agreement 
FPAA=Federal Authorization & Agreement 
PE=Preliminary Engineering 
PS&E=Plans, Specifications & Estimates 

 
CE=Categorical  Exclusion 
ROW=Right of Way 
UTIL=Utilities 
RTP=Regional Transportation Plan 
TIP=Transportation Improvement Program 
STIP=Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program 
TxDOT=Texas Department of Transportation 
FHWA=Federal Highway Administration 
FTA=Federal Transit Administration  

Sep 11, 2019 
Conformity 

Determination 
Deadline3 

(Lapse Grace 
Period after 

deadline) 

Fall 2018 
Superseded by  2019-2022 

TIP  
(upon FHWA/FTA approval of STIP) 

2019 
Superseded 

upon 
Conformity 

Determination 
for 2045 RTP 

2019 
Conformity 

Determination 
Issued by 

FHWA 

 
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2018   
RTP must comply with 
Rules & Regulations2 

 
 
 
 
 

Apr 14, 2018   
Cannot  adopt/amend 
TIP not in compliance 

with Performance  
Rules 

STIP Amendments  
(potentially limited4) 

HGAC TIP incorporated 
into 2019-2022 STIP 

HGAC TIP 
incorporate
d into 2017-

2020 STIP 

 
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2018   
TIP must comply with 
Rules & Regulations4 

 
 
 
 
 

May 27, 2018   
TIP must comply with 
Rules & Regulations6 
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UT 

CE Utility Relocation (Timeline Varies) 

MP
O 

Eval 
(2) 

 

CFP 
(2) 

 
 

Preliminary Engineering (Up to 30% PS&E) by Local Government 

Include Project in 
Planning 

Documents  
(6) 

AFA with TxDOT 
and Federal 

Authorization 
(6) 

PS&E Development and TxDOT Review 
(12 ) 

30% - 60% - 90% 

PS&E  Final  TxDOT 
Review 

(6) 

Categorical Exclusion 
(6) 

Environmental Assessment 
(18 ) 

ROW Mapping 
and Appraisal 

(6) 

ROW Acquisition 
(18) 

 Kickoff 

Letting 
(CE) 

Utility Coordination 
(12 ) 

30% - 60% - 90% 

Utility Agreements 
(6) 

ROW Mapping 
and Appraisal 

(6) 

ROW Acquisition 
(18) 

 

Letting 
(EA) 

EA Utility Relocation (Timeline Varies) 

MPO 
Eval 
(2) 

Include Project in  
Planning Documents  

(6) 

AFA with TxDOT and 
Federal Authorization 

(AFA-5; FPAA-1) 

Kickoff 

Preliminary Engineering (Up to 30% PS&E) by LG 1 

Categorical Exclusion 
(6) 

PS&E Development & TxDOT Review 
 (30% - 60% - 90%) 

(12) 

Final PS&E Review. 100% 
plans due 5 MO prior to let 

(6) 

ROW Map & Appraisal 2,3 
(6) 

Utility Coordination  (30% - 60% - 90%) 
(12) 

Utility Agreements 
(6) 

Utility Relocation 
(Varies) 
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Environmental Assessment 
(18) 

PS&E Development & TxDOT Review 
 (30% - 60% - 90%) 

(12) 

Environmental Document: Categorical Exclusion 

Environmental Document: Environmental Assessment 

ROW Acquisition  
(18) 

Letting-CE 
No ROW 

Letting-CE 
W/ ROW 

CFP 
(2) 

MPO 
Eval 
(2) 

Include Project in  
Planning Documents  

(6) 

AFA with TxDOT and 
Federal Authorization 

(AFA-5; FPAA-1) 

Kickoff 

Preliminary Engineering (Up to 30% PS&E) by LG 1 

Final PS&E Review. 100% 
plans due 5 MO prior to let 

(6) 

Sample Project Development Timeline in Months (Best Case Scenario) 

ROW Map & Appraisal 2,3 
(6) 

ROW Acquisition 3 
(18) 

Utility Coordination  (30% - 60% - 90%) 
(12) 

Utility Agreements 
(6) 

Utility Relocation 
(Varies) 

Letting-EA 
W/ ROW 

Letting-EA 
No ROW 




