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THE SPRING BRANCH TRAIL

INTRODUCTION

The Spring Branch Trail is an 11-mile regional trail corridor
that will someday connect Addicks Reservoir to White
Oak Bayou Greenway, filling an essential gap in a network
of high-comfort trails that extend from the Energy
Corridor to Downtown Houston. The trail will serve as the
backbone of a new network in the Spring Branch vicinity,
a very diverse area of Houston that lacks trails and safe,
continuous places for people to walk and bike. This is
an exciting opportunity for Spring Branch residents and
businesses, and is possible through thoughtful planning,
analysis, and coordination amongst the Spring Branch
Management District and other local entities.

The concept of the Spring Branch Trail was identified and
refined through multiple planning efforts including the
Spring Branch Management District’'s Comprehensive Plan
(2015), the Houston Bike Plan (2017), The Houston Parks
Board'’s Beyond the Bayous Report (2017), and Reimagine
Long Point Livable Centers Study (2018). The regional
trail would be located mostly within a CenterPoint utility
easement and is feasible through the City of Houston's
Master License Agreement with CenterPoint (2013)
allowing for recreational trails within such easements.

To explore the opportunities and challenges to pursue
this regional trail, the Spring Branch Management District
in partnership with the Houston Galveston Area Council’s
Local Active Transportation Plan Program (formerly
the Special Districts Studies Program) established this
Spring Branch Trail Study effort to take the trail concept
to the next step towards implementation. The Spring
Branch area is a location where there are significant
opportunities to replace vehicle trips with walking and
biking trips, supporting the Local Active Transportation
Plan Program goals.

In the Spring Branch area, 20,200 people live within 0.5
mile of an existing trail today*. Once implemented, the
proposed regional Spring Branch Trail will more than
double that to 44,800 people living within 0.5 mile of a
trail. Not only would the proposed 0.5 mile trail provide
access to 24,600 more people, it will also provide safe
routes to over 12 schools in the Spring Branch area
supporting more students walking and biking.
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ABOUT THIS STUDY

The Spring Branch Trail Study is a community-driven
planning process that explores viable connections
through the heart of the Spring Branch community. As
noted in the Study Vision to the right, this project seeks
to improve the health, connectivity, and quality of life
of the area. This study addresses barriers, community
needs, and opportunities to connect local and regional
destinations via safe, high-comfort bikeways and trails
that serve people of all ages and abilities.

The planning process involved detailed analysis and
identification of a proposed trail alignment presented in
the form of a “Corridor Plan” showing a recommended
approach to interconnected off-street trails and on-
street bikeways and sidepaths. Ideally, the entire corridor
would be built within CenterPoint utility easements and
could be straightforward to design and implement.
However, the CenterPoint easement intersects major
barriers such as tollways and highways, making the
continuous connection via the easement infeasible due
to conflicts and cost. Considering the barriers present,
trail connections between CenterPoint easements via
on-street bikeways are recommended to provide safe,
high-comfort connections. The Corridor Plan shows the
trail divided into seven segments. This allows the Spring
Branch Management District and partners to implement
the regional trail in logical, meaningful segments over
time.

The Spring Branch Trail Study report presents an overview
of the planning process including engagement efforts;
identification of needs, barriers, and opportunities;
a toolbox presenting an all ages and abilities trail and
bikeway recommendations for the Spring Branch Tralil; a
Corridor Plan outlining the detailed alignment of seven
segments of the 11-mile trail corridor; and an easy-
to-use Implementation Workbook outlining steps to
coordinate phased implementation of each trail segment.
The workbook will serve as a road map for Spring Branch
Management District and partners to bring the vision to
reality.

SPRING BRANCH TRAIL VISION STATEMENT
The Spring Branch Trail will:

» |Improve the health, connectivity, and quality of life of area
residents with safe, comfortable, and accessible walking and
biking trails.

Provide a nearly eleven-mile central link connecting Spring
Branch neighborhoods to schools, parks, and other major
destinations.

Extend Beyond the Bayous to connect into the regional
network of Bayou Greenway trails at the White Oak Bayou
Greenway and the Addicks Reservair.

FIGURE 1.1 STUDENTS NEAR NORTHBROOK HIGH SCHOOL
ACCESSING THE EXISTING EMNORA HIKE & BIKE TRAIL

*NOTE: The existing high-comfort facilities included in the 0.5 mile analysis are illustrated in Figure 1.4 and includes
the Emnora Hike & Bike Trail between Gessner Road and Northbrook High School, Shadowdale Drive between
Metronome Drive and Timberoak Drive, the Addicks Reservoir trail between Chatterton Drive and Reddleshire
Lane, the White Oak Bayou Greenway between IH 610 and West 43rd Street, and the West 12th Street sidepath
across IH 610 under construction by TxDOT.

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan
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SPRING BRANCH TODAY

In an area of Houston that is deficient in trails and safe
places to walk and bike, the Spring Branch Management
District strives to provide quality of life initiatives such
as the Spring Branch Trail Study. This Study defines an
approach for implementing a highly-desired local and
regional amenity to Spring Branch. Today, there are
only three short, off-street shared-use trails within the
Spring Branch Management District: the Emnora Hike and
Bike Trail, the Shadowdale Trail, and a short connection
under IH 610 at 12th Street. Each of these is under one
mile long and disconnected from the others. The 0.7-
mile Emnora Hike and Bike Trail is the only existing trail

located within the east-west CenterPoint easement (this
segment is technically owned and maintained by Harris
County Precinct 4). A connection to the east or west
of that existing trail would support continuation of the
larger Spring Branch Trail.

In Reimagine Long Point Livable Centers Study (2018) the
public strongly supported development of a trail within the
CenterPoint corridor. As a result, a “Phase 1” of the Spring
Branch Trail was identified between Blalock Road and Wirt
Road (see Figure 1.2) for initial implementation. Phase 1
is a two-mile section of the overall trail completely within
the CenterPoint easement just east, but not directly

connected to, the Emnora Hike and Bike Trail. The Houston
Parks Board is leading the design and construction in
partnership with the Spring Branch Management District
with expected construction to begin in early 2020.

The missing link between the Emnora Hike and Bike Trail
and the Phase 1 trail is highlighted in this report with
implementation considerations focused on making that
connection. The appetite in Spring Branch is strong for
the fully connected trail to serve all users, and this study
provides further analysis and details to take the next
steps towards implementation.

Page 10



COMMUNITY-DRIVEN SUPPORT

Engaging the Spring Branch community and local
stakeholders was an important driving force behind
the progress and success of this effort. To better
understand the opportunities for safe walking and biking
locations and the challenges to make the Spring Branch
Trail connections possible, the study sought input from
the people who live and/or work in the surrounding
community.

The overall engagement process included coordination
with a steering committee; Spring Branch Management
District (SBMD) Comprehensive Plan Committee (a
committee of the Board of Directors); two public
meetings; one interactive publicly available map website;
and coordination meetings with the Spring Branch
Independent School District (SBISD), the City of Houston,
the Houston Parks Board, METRO and TxDOT.

The Steering Committee was comprised of four local
Spring Branch Super Neighborhood representatives,
SBMD, Houston Parks Board, City of Houston Planning
and Development, City of Houston Parks and Recreation,
City of Houston Public Works and Engineering, Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT), METRO, Harris
County Precinct 4, Houston-Galveston Area Council
(H-GAC), Spring Branch Independent School District
(SBISD), BikeHouston, and LINK Houston. The Steering
Committee acted as a working group for this effort,
meeting at five separate meetings during key points
throughout the process, working together to collaborate
and support the recommendations of this effort.

A Spring Branch Trail specific website through
Map.Social was available and allowed the public to
provide map-related features with comments. They
shared existing walking and biking needs, barriers,
and opportunities in Spring Branch. This online activity
mimicked a similar in-person activity at the first public
meeting.

The two public meeting attracted over 150 attendees
total (not including SBMD or consultant team staff). Both
meetings were opportunities to gather input as well as
share information about the project, progress, and action
forward to pursue implementation of the Spring Branch
Trail. A three-week public comment period allowed for
final comments on the Draft Report before finalizing.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
SUMMARY
» b Steering Committee meetings

» 2 Public Meetings with over 150
attendees

220 publicly-sourced map features
through Map.Social interactions




FIGURE 1.4 WALKING ACCES

|
LEGEND aly ’ - &
«= «= PROPOSED SPRING BRANCH TRAIL e s . ® o
EXISTING TRAIL ; o1z
- =
¢ Z ~ ] SBMD BOUNDARY ° / 290 =
WALKING ACCESS TO EXISTING TRAILS — ° ”'&,,
I 5 VINUTE WALK ® Y - 6412204
KE
I 10 MINUTE WALK N il
=<
15 MINUTE WALK A ° 4 2 ® z
®  SCHoOL : &, z =
ADDICKS - e o e = "f% B - - -
RESERVOIR - = 9 (= z ° "
& | z |5 5 =
o o = ] o = l_——
e 213 P °
= el £ ® 'HAMMERLY - 17 _‘\L l/d
e i . ° ¢ |
% —— e} \\ DACOMA
I m . / 610
' 8 [ o
°
l \ LONG POINT \ 18Th
| i o~ \ { [ ]
&
| . . ? : W
- ] \ cl TR G
% P \j\QL WESTVIEW \ \ - I|
5 se o TN a0 | |
WESTVIEW l
(] Ll/‘ 11TH
WESTVIEW - w
1 : ) m— : i :
LUl | B RN \ 2
| S LD KATY
10 -7 Kary
10 . |
_
= [ J é 2 3 | —’Jf MEMOR
E il 2 8 : % ’ MEMORIAL PARK
§ 4 BARRYKNOLL : o 3 BEINHORN-& [) o 0 0.5 1
c 7z | = g | S=my| | % < MILES
S TO EXISTING TRAILS

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan

EXISTING OPPORTUNITIES

The existing off-street trail access in Spring Branch
is limited to the Emnora Hike and Bike Trail and the
Shadowdale Drive Trail, with some access to the trails at
the Addicks Reservoir, the White Oak Bayou Greenway, and
asmalltrailconnectionunder the IH610 Loop at 12th Street
(Figure 1.4). The opportunities to provide increased local
and regional trail access through the proposed Spring
Branch Trail are great, but some significant barriers
provide challenges to making a completely seamless off-
street trail network.

NEEDS AND BARRIERS

The CenterPoint easement cuts across the center of
Spring Branch and has two locations where the power
lines span major highways: one at Beltway 8 and one at
US 290. The easement is an ideal trail alignment for the
majority of the distance between the Addicks Reservoir
and the White Oak Bayou Greenway. However, where the
power lines cross the highways and the Union Pacific
Railroad parallel to Hempstead Road, an alternative is
required. In these locations, creative, comfortable and
safe on-street and off-street connections for people
walking and biking are proposed.

Between Northbrook High School and the Phase 1 trail
segment starting at Blalock Road, the CenterPoint
easement continues but intersects with a substation
that serves as critical infrastructure for CenterPoint
operations. At the substation, an alternate route is
required as there is not enough physical space for a
trail due to facility access needs within that location.
Navigating around the substation presents one of the

largest challenges or barriers in making a fully connected
regional trail.

Page 12



BARRYKNOLL

TH ¥PINAE

-

ECHO

5

0.5 1

] |
LEGEND aly ’ - &
e em PROPOSED SPRING BRANCH TRAIL o e ®
N ® £ "M H
EXISTING TRAIL \\ S 7
r==n é
T~ T 7 SBMD BOUNDARY ° - / 590
WALKING ACCESS TO EXISTING & PROPOSED TRAILS — lf@/)
8¢
I 5 VINUTE WALK | (] - 4;%044,
[ 10 MINUTE WALK
15 MINUTE WALK A ®
® SCHooL
ADDICKS
RESERVOIR [
L
: (]
HAMMERLY —\L 1___,~
° « '
5 \\ DACOMA
= 1
- . o : ° /\ 610
\ .
LONG POINT \ \ 18TH
\ LlE | .
=
° - ‘ ? - | ) TR
P cd \ \ c3a G
¢ P N WESTVIEW
3 po_o J H l \
L -
WESTVIEW |
Ll‘ 11TH
/
WESTVIEW | uy
1 r 4 - \ <! / -
Lq o \ z [ =
i i : \
| S OLD KATY
10 = N
|
o
[ ] = 3 | —’Jf MEMOR! .
= ) =
z @ m 8 g - MEMORIAL PARK
§ 3 3 BEINHORN 3
. = [

s
FIGURE 1.5 WALKING ACCESS TO EXISTING & PROPOSED TRAILS

OPPORTUNITIES

Providing the missing trail link between the Emnora Hike
and Bike Trail and the Phase 1 Spring Branch Trail is very
important in supporting the regional trail corridor. Not
only will that segment link two trails to make one larger
one, it will also provide direct access to Northbrook High
School with connections to Buffalo Creek Elementary
School, Edgewood Elementary School, and Landrum
Middle School with multiple neighborhood access points.

Approximately 31% of the student population at
Northbrook High School currently walk to school and 1%
bikes (2019). This high walking percentage is due in part
to students’ limited access to cars, but also in part to the

Page 13

\

Emnora Hike and Bike Trail leading directly to the school
from the surrounding neighborhoods.

There are at least 12 schools to which the trail would
provide direct, or nearly direct access. There are many
additionallocal schools beyond those 12 that could benefit
from access to this regional trail project with increased
local opportunities to safely walk and bike in general. With
additional bikeway and trails improvements supporting
the Spring Branch Trail spine along local streets, access
could be further enhanced for people walking and biking
to and from destinations.

SBISD provided commuting data for 15 schools near the
Trail corridor. Northbrook High School has the highest
percentages of students walking compared to the other
high school and two middle schools. For elementary
schools, Westwood Elementary has 46% of its population
walking to/from school and Cedar Brook Elementary has
36%. Those high percentages may imply that they are
located in more walkable neighborhoods with sidewalk
access compared to the other elementary schools that
have low walking participation.

In addition to the potential to provide safe, healthy options
to reach local schools, there are also opportunities to

MILES

connect people to local destinations such as parks, retail,
restaurants, libraries, community centers, and transit
corridors. The map in Figure 1.5 illustrates the potential
walkable access into the neighborhoods all along the
corridor once the trail is built. The Spring Branch Trail
will be a major community asset allowing people to have
more choices about how to travel to desired destinations,
and will add tremendous recreational value to the local
residents and beyond.

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan



SPRING BRANCH TRAIL TOOLBOX

BICYCLE FACILITY

TRAIL CROSSING

INTERSECTION TREATMENT

TRAFFIC/SPEED CALMING
TREATMENT

WAYFINDING

PROGRAMMATIC ELEMENT

TRANSIT ACCESS COMPONENT

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan

OFF-STREET TRAILS

FIGURE 1.6 OFF-STREET TRAIL, HOUSTON, TX

NEIGHBORHOOD
BIKEWAYS

FIGURE 1.7 SHARROWS, PORTLAND, OR

PO

ON-STREET DEDICATED
BIKEWAYS

FIGURE 1.8 PROTECTED BIKEWAY, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

The colors support the type of facility and are based on the nomenclature presented in the Houston Bike Plan. The symbols are color coordinated to the facility type for each consideration.

AN ALL AGES AND ABILITIES
SPINE FOR SPRING BRANCH

The proposed Spring Branch Trail corridor will link
together safe, comfortable, and equitable off-street
trails and on-street bikeways, navigating around barriers
and providing access to destinations. The Corridor
Plan is the recommended alignment for the trail which
has been divided into seven segments (see Figure 1.9)
for phased implementation. Supporting the Corridor
Plan recommendations, a Spring Branch Trail “Toolbox”
provides sample graphics and examples that illustrate
the concepts recommended as a part of this project,
supporting an “All Ages and Abilities” trail spine for Spring
Branch.

“All Ages and Abilities” is a criteria set forth in the
National Association of City Transportation Officials
(NACTO) Urban Bikeway Design Guide and is a national
and international best practice guide that considers the
urban context and provides recommendations that are
safe, comfortable, and equitable for all users. The goal
is to select and design a facility that is safe for everyone
including women, children, seniors, and minority and
low-income individuals — all of whom make up the most
vulnerable and under-represented groups of bicyclists.

The Spring Branch Trail Toolbox photos and descriptions
serve as a visual glossary of terminology supporting the

criteria and considerations outlined in the design guide.
The visuals and supporting text help provide context
for making decisions on bikeway facility type for trail
connections, including considerations for traffic volume
and speed management to maximize safety of all users.

Each of the seven trail segments have unique design
and safety challenges that can be addressed through
Toolbox illustrations and explanations. The Toolbox is
not an exhaustive list of all types of walking and biking
facilities available, but was specifically curated to
illustrate real-world best practice examples of preferred
recommendations supporting the Spring Branch Trail.

Page 14
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REGIONAL BIKEWAY CONNECTIONS

The proposed Spring Branch Trail is a mostly east-west
corridor with numerous neighborhood access points. The
Houston Bike Plan (2017) presents a network of proposed
bikeways in the Spring Branch area that could provide the
access points from the Spring Branch Trail regional spine
to destinations throughout Spring Branch and beyond.

A regional bikeway connections analysis was conducted
supporting the schematic design of the Spring Branch
Trail. The analysis was based on the lines proposed in
the Houston Bike Plan along with recommendations
from previous SBMD studies including the Spring Branch
Comprehensive Plan and Reimagine Long Point. The area

corridors identified in the Houston Bike Plan were refined
and presented here with updated timelines for near-
term coordination with the City of Houston and other

stakeholders supporting access to and from the Spring
Branch Trail.

The priority bikeways include Wirt Road, Pech Road,
Neuens Road, Shadowdale Drive, Conrad Sauer, Triway
Lane and Durban Drive. Although they may need
additional coordination and time, the medium-term
corridors will be important to begin considering as many
of those connections would provide access to and from
the proposed High Speed Rail Terminal and the existing

MILES

Northwest Transit Center. This supports the development
of a full network of multi-modal connections.

With the establishment of the Spring Branch Trall, there
is an exciting opportunity for SBMD, the City, and other
organizations to expand on the new east-west regional
spine to ensure communities north and south of the
trail have access to and from the trail. This effort will
be central to the continuing build-out of an All Ages and
Abilities bicycle network for Spring Branch.
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IMPLEMENTATION WORKBOOK

The Implementation Workbook, the final section
in this study, takes the Corridor Plan with Toolbox
recommendations for each trail segment and provides
a segment-by-segment overview that is succinct
yet detailed enough to facilitate decision-making and
actions to implement.

The workbook for the Spring Branch Management District
and partners acts as a planning and budgeting tool as
well as a grant-writing and funds-seeking tool. The
entire 11-mile trail corridor is illustrated segment-by-
segment by a rendering of the schematic alignment with
proposed on-street and off-street trail connections.
The renderings (examples in Figures 1.1 through
1.14) provide visual insight as to what the trail could
look like once implemented, and should be referenced
for a general understanding of each detailed segment
including unique on-street design, intersection design,
as well as landscaping and trailhead considerations.

Table 11 presents a brief snapshot of each trail segment
as it is provided in the Implementation Workbook. In the
Workbook, each trail segment has an individual section
write-up, visuals, and maps that provide details including
length, description, key features, destinations served,
potential partners, timing, funding considerations,
opinions of probable cost, trailhead considerations,
maintenance costs, and tasks to implement. Cross-
sections of the existing and proposed facility type are
also included to illustrate what the proposed trail could
look like, specifically providing insight to how any on-
street bikeways would look within the public right-of-way.

The intention of the workbook is to provide concise
information and tools that may assist the Spring
Branch Management District (and other implementing
entities) with budgeting, planning, and more streamlined
implementation of each corridor segment. It is important
to note that all of the segments will need coordination
across multiple agencies.
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SEGMENT - LOCATION

PRIORITY
TIER

POTENTIAL
TRAILHEAD

COST ESTIMATE

FACILITY TYPE

LENGTH

LOCATIONS

(CONSTRUCTION ONLY)

KEY DESTINATIONS

over White Oak Bayou:
$83,202,933

Segment 1 - : » Addicks Reservoir (and trails)
Addicks Reservoir at '0; Bikg\?v;gh/boof?l%?c(rjeet 1.4 Miles 8 $ 1.416.340 » Sherwood Elementary School
Chatterton ®§ yT | ’ T » The Parish School and the Carruth Center
to West Hammerly Boulevard B ral » Spring Branch West Super Neighborhood (10)
- » The Parish School and the Carruth Center
Segment 2 nt : » The Westview School
West Hammerly to @’g BikNe?/\llgthirgg%gth 1.0 Miles 1 $2,155,508 » Agnes Moffitt Park
East of the Guthrie Center \V Y » The Guthrie Center (SBISD)
» Westwood Elementary School (SBISD)
- _ » The Guthrie Center (SBISD)
Segment 3 7 Neighborhood » Terrace Elementary School (SBISD)
East of the Guthrie Center @‘ Bikeway/Off-Street | 1.5 Miles 8 $1,944,012 » Spring Woods High School (SBISD)
to Gessner Road Trail » Baseball USA
» Hillendahl Neighborhood Library
Segmant: -' . School Option: $1,461,312
Gessner Road to @" Off-Street Trail 1.7 Miles 9 Med/qn Option: 81’37.0’872 2Lt eSS s
. . Neighborhood Option: » Buffalo Creek Elementary School
Blalock Trail Connection
$1,267,644
» Fiesta Grocery Store
Segment 5 Estimated Segment under design with |” Iéar;]drurp I\/Fl>|d(|j<le School
Blalock Road to Construction: Off-Street Trail 2.4 Miles 8 expected construction > oehwartz rar
Wirt Road 2020 9020 » Edgewood Elementary School
irt Roa » Saint Jerome Catholic School
» Buffalo Creek Elementary School
Segment 6 "’. Sidepath/0n-street $2.033.268 » Fiesta Grocery Store
Wirt Road to @4 Bikeway/Off-street [ 1.75 Miles 1 ’ ' » Shopping and restaurants within the US 290
Mangum Road '0‘;" Trail corridor
Trail from Mangum Road to
- East TC Jester Boulevard:
Segment 7 '0’ $1,655,888 » Some commercial locations
Mangum Road to @‘ Off-street Trall 1.0 Wile / Signature F,’edeétrian Bridge | » White Oak Bayou Trail
White Oak Bayou '4;;" g 9 Y

TABLE 1.1 IMPLEMENTATION WORKBOOK SUMMARY BY SEGMENT
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FIGURE 1.11 “SEGMENT 2” - NEIGHBORHOOD BIKEWAY TO
BIKE LANE, TO SIDEPATH ACROSS HAMMERLY BLVD AND
BRITTMOORE ST INTERSECTION
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SAM HOUSTON PKWY

_ ;. Yy
FIGURE 1.12 “SEGMENT 2” - SIDEPATH ALONG HAMMERLY

BLVD UNDER BELTWAY 8/SAM HOUSTON PARKWAY

PHASED IMPLEMENTATION

Through the Corridor Plan and the Implementation
Workbook, each individual segment has trade-offs and
challenges, and will require more detailed analysis leading
into the design work. For example, Segment 4 is one of
the most critical links supporting the larger regional spine
because it connects the existing Emnora Hike and Bike
Trail to the Phase 1 trail nearing construction. Segment 4,
however, willrequire a concerted effort between the Spring
Branch Management District, SBISD, City of Houston,
and local businesses to further assess and decide the
most feasible route connection out of the three options
presented. Although that particular segment will require

FIGURE 113 “SEGMENT 3” - 0FF STREET TRAIL ALONG
CENTERPOINT EASEMENT WITH MID-BLOCK CROSSING AT

GESSNER RD

@
i
%%

a significant level of effort and coordination, it is a Tier 1
segment supporting more near-term implementation in
order to make that critical connection.

The other trail segments are presented as Tier 1, Tier 2,
and Tier 3, all based on the complexity, the proposed
connections, andthe presence orabsence of a“champion”
(or lead agency) to implement. Tier 1 segments have the
clearest path forward and could be implemented first,
providing immediate connections to existing projects.
Tiers 2 and 3 will have more complexity, but could build
upon the momentum of existing segments and/or Tier 1
implementation, with the appropriate champion.

FIGURE 1.14 “SEGMENT 6” - ON-STREET PROTECTED
BIKEWAY ALONG WEST 34TH ST AT ANTOINE DR
INTERSECTION

Segment 7 presents an exciting opportunity to connect
to the White Oak Bayou Greenway trail through a
“Signature Bridge” (Figure 115) at an intersection of
two of Houston’s most critical and innovative urban
plans: Houston Parks Board’s Bayou Greenways 2020 and
Beyond the Bayous. The Signature Bridge will not only
provide a safe, connected access point, but it provides
an opportunity to present a gateway between the White
Oak Bayou Greenway trail system onto the Spring Branch
Trail. Wayfinding, landscaping, and entry signs will tie the
two trail systems together providing a gateway into the
larger regional trail network.
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TRAILHEADS AND WAYFINDING

Supporting the interconnected trail, the Spring Branch
Management District has the opportunity to brand and
provide wayfinding including possible trailhead locations
that are identified throughout the Corridor Plan.

Trailheads serve multiple functions in the context of a trail
network. They create transition points from roadways
and neighborhoods onto the trail and therefore serve
important roles as gateways, landmarks, and meeting
points for trail users. Atstreet crossings, trailheads can
incorporate accessible ramps, signage, and signalization
(if warranted). Trailhead signage should be provided that
can serve any or all of the following functions: wayfinding,
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FIGURE 1.15 SIGNATURE BRIDGE ACROSS WHITE OAK BAYOU GREENWAY

trail regulations, and mile markers. Other trailhead
considerations may include benches, water fountains,
shade (not permitted in CenterPoint right-of-way, but
possible just outside of it), parking (would need adjacent
parcel coordination), bike racks, waste receptacles, and
lighting.

Trailheads can range from very basic to enhanced with
many amenities (Figures 116 and 1.17), and could be
coordinated with the local neighborhoods or businesses
to provide a community-driven look and feel.

CONCLUSION

The Spring Branch Trail has vast potential as a much-
desired, much-needed regional trail for Spring Branch
and beyond. The trail will connect Spring Branch into
the broader regional Bayou Greenways network and
enhance the quality of life for Spring Branch residents
and businesses. This will be achieved by designing for
safe, healthy All Ages and Abilities trail use for both
recreational and practical walking and biking trips in all of
Spring Branch’s many neighborhoods.

8 ITEMS POSSIBLE IN
& CENTERPOINT CORRIDOR:
. TRAIL TURNAROUND (SEE |

= LIMITED SIGNAGE

= LIMITED SPECIAL PAVING
= REMOVABLE BOLLARDS :

FIGURE 1.17 SAMPLE ENHANCED TRAILHEAD

CORRIDOR PLANS)

CENTERPOINT ROW

ITEMS IN COH ROW TO

SUPPLEMENT:

. SEATWALLS

. TREES :'i-"a_‘

. SIGNAGE i~

. TRASH RECEPTACLES
SPECIAL PAVI)

T s el

234

TIMBEROAK DRIVE
e

B

CENTERPOINT ROW i

MANGUM ROAD

The Spring Branch Trail Study provides the road map
to understanding the challenges, opportunities, and
steps forward to implement this regional trail. The
Implementation Workbook will be a critical piece of this
Study that will assist SBMD and other implementing
entities in taking steps to implement this over time.
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ABOUT THE SPRING BRANCH TRAIL STUDY

The Spring Branch Trail Study is a community-driven
planning effort that explores the feasibility of creating an
11-mile trail corridor designed for users of all ages and
abilities connecting Spring Branch to Addicks Reservoir
and White Oak Bayou. Given the lack of safe places to
walk and bike in Spring Branch today, residents are excited
about the potential of this significant regional trail.

The Spring Branch Trail Study is made possible by the
Houston Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) in partnership
with Spring Branch Management District (SBMD). H-GAC’s
Local Active Transportation Plan Program, formerly known
as the Special Districts program, focuses on areas with
significant opportunities to replace vehicle trips with
walking and biking trips. This Study provides analysis
contextualizing this opportunity as well as specific steps
forward for implementing the trail.

WHAT’S GOING ON IN SPRING BRANCH?
Currently, in the 44 square miles that make up SBMD
(Figure 2.2), there are only three trails, which are
disconnected from one another and each under a mile
long. Just outside SBMD, the regional trail around Addicks
Reservoir connects to the Energy Corridor, and the
White Oak Bayou Greenway leads to downtown Houston.
The Spring Branch Trail, proposed primarily within a
CenterPoint utility corridor spanning SMBD, will provide
an important regional spine linking these trails.

SBMD strives to provide and support quality of life efforts
for local residents and business. SBMD’s mission is:

“...to positively impact public safety, business
development, environmental and urban design, and
mobility and transportation to help create an environment
attractive to business, to facilitate profitability, and to
promote the redevelopment and growth of the area.”

A number of recent planning efforts conducted by SBMD
and other agencies identify an east-west trail through
Spring Branch as a critical walking and biking connection
and quality of life initiative. Pursuing an east-west trail
through CenterPoint utility easements is one of the
four priority action items in SBMD’s Comprehensive Plan
(2015). The Houston Bike Plan (2017) and Houston Parks
Board’s Beyond the Bayous (2017) specifically identify
this same corridor as a critical regional spine connecting
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to the Bayou Greenways network. Likewise, residents
expressed strong support for this proposed trail during
the public engagement process of the Reimagine Long
Point Livable Centers Study (2018). Since the completion
of that study, SBMD partnered with Houston Parks
Board on to design the first phase of the full regional
trail corridor. Construction of this first segment, which
utilizes the CenterPoint utility easement between Blalock
Road and Wirt Road, is expected to start in early 2020.

The Spring Branch Trail Study builds off this existing
momentum and explores and assesses the feasibility of
developing the full regional connection between through
Spring Branch between White Oak Bayou and Addicks
Reservoir. While the majority of this connection can
utilize CenterPoint utility easements, segments of on-
street bikeways will be required through areas where
CenterPoint easement trails are infeasible and to cross
two major highways, US 290 and Beltway 8.

CENTERPOINT MASTER LICENSE AGREEMENT

The Spring Branch Trail is proposed primarily within a
CenterPoint utility easement. The City of Houston’s
Master License Agreement with CenterPoint (2013)
allows for recreational trails in such easements, provided
that trails follow strict guidelines to avoid disrupting
CenterPoint operations. This agreement has allowed for
other trails in the Houston area to be built, providing safe
off-street places for people to walk and bike.

STUDY AREA AND PROCESS

The Spring Branch Trail Study area defined through
H-GAC’s Local Active Transportation Studies Program
encompasses the swath of Spring Branch surrounding
the Centerpoint easement. Shown in Figure 2.4, the
study area extends from Addicks Reservoir in the west
to White Oak Bayou in the east, and from the Kempwood
Drive and 34th Street corridor in the north to Hammerly
Boulevard in the south. The eastern portion the study
area extends south to the intersection of IH10 and IH 610,
in order to consider connections to the future high speed
rail terminal and METRO’s Northwest Transit Center.

This Study focuses on identifying opportunities to
develop a trail supporting local and regional walking and

biking, as well as multimodal connections. This study
not only looks at connections within the study area, it
develops recommendations for projects outside of those
boundaries to support a comprehensive walking and
biking network anchored by the Spring Branch Trail.

The one-year planning process included coordination
with a steering committee, SBMD Comprehensive Plan
Committee, public engagement efforts, and coordination
with Spring Branch Independent School District (SBISD),
TxDOT, and the City of Houston.

A COMMUNITY PRIORITY

The Spring Branch Trail emerged as a community priority
through a variety of planning efforts. Building on the
widespread support and momentum behind the project,
the Spring Branch Trail Study hosted multiple public events
and an interactive online survey in which the community
voiced their aspirations for both the regional trail and a
broader network of walking and biking connections. The
remainder of this chapter describes the community-
driven public engagement efforts and milestones
completed as a part of the Spring Branch Trail Study.

LEGEND
SPRING BRANCH MANAGEMENT DISTRICT N
REGIONAL PARK

FIGURE 2.2 SPRING BRANCH MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

SPRING BRANCH TRAIL VISION

STATEMENT
The Spring Branch Trail will:

» Improve the health, connectivity, and
quality of life of area residents with safe,
comfortable, and accessible walking and
biking trails.

Provide a nearly eleven-mile central link
connecting Spring Branch neighborhoods
to schools, parks, and other major
destinations.

Extend Beyond the Bayous to connect into
the regional network of Bayou Greenway
trails at White Oak Bayou Greenway and
Addicks Reservoir.

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan
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FIGURE 2.3 SBMD’S “SEVEN THINGS TO FOLLOW” - FROM 1ST PUBLIC MEETING

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW

SBMD frequently engages residents and businesses
about topics and projects aimed at improving the quality
of life in the area. During the development of the Spring
Branch Comprehensive Plan (2015), the public supported
the idea of an east-west trail utilizing CenterPoint
easements, and the plan identified this trail corridor as a
priority project for implementation in the coming years.
Since the completion of the Comprehensive Plan, SBMD
has actively engaged the public through other planning
efforts including the Reimagine Long Point Livable Centers
Study and this effort for the Spring Branch Trail Study.

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan

The first public meeting for the Spring Branch Trail
Study, conducted jointly with the Houston Parks Board,
showcased seven exciting projects and improvements in
the works in Spring Branch. The theme of the meeting
and title of the supporting website was “Seven Things to
Follow In 2019”.

The Spring Branch Trail Study occurred concurrently with
the design of “Phase 1” of the Spring Branch Trail. Previous
planning efforts identified the portion of the proposed
trail corridor between Blalock Road and Wirt Road as a
straightforward segment that could be implemented
entirely within a CenterPoint easement. SBMD and

2

3

4. LONG POINT ROAD ART PROGRAM

5. GESSNER ROAD DRAINAGE AND BEAUTIFICATION IMPROVEMENTS
6. HADEN PARK IMPROVEMENTS

7.1-10 CORRIDOR PLANNING (TxDOT HEALTH IN TRANSPORTATION)

SPRING BRANCH MANAGEMENT DISTRICT BOUNDARY

THE HEART OF HORSTON®

» Map.Social

ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS:

» Steering Committee Meetings

» Public Meetings
» SBISD Coordination

» Agency Coordination Meetings

S SPRING
BRANCH
DISTRICT

THE HEART OF HOUSTON"

Houston Parks Board are partnering on this segment,
and construction is anticipated to start in early 2020.
The Spring Branch Trail Study builds upon this project by
envisioning the design of a longer east-west corridor
spanning the entirety Spring Branch and linking Addicks
Reservoir to White Oak Bayou.

The Spring Branch Trail Study engaged the public and
key stakeholders to get input and feedback throughout
the study process. The engagement process, presented
on the following pages, includes: steering committee
meetings, an interactive website called Map.Social, two
public meetings, and coordination meetings with Spring

Branch ISD and other agencies. Continued support and
buy-in from the public and key stakeholders will be critical
to the successful implementation of the full trail corridor.

Excitement and support among the Spring Branch
community for the proposed 11-mile trail emerged as a
common theme during public engagement conducted
throughout the study period.
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STEERING COMMITTEE COMPOSITION
Spring Branch Management District (SBMD)
Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC)
TxDOT
City of Houston

Harris County Precinct 4
METRO
Houston Parks Board

Spring Branch Independent School District (SBISD)

Bike Houston

LINK Houston

Spring Branch Super Neighborhood West
Spring Branch Super Neighborhood East
Spring Branch Super Neighborhood Central

Spring Branch Super Neighborhood North

STEERING COMMITTEE

At the outset of this study effort, the project team
established a Steering Committee comprised of key
stakeholders in and around Spring Branch. The Committee
met five times to provide input at key milestones of the
study. The Committee included representatives from
the City of Houston, Harris County, Spring Branch ISD,
Super Neighborhoods, METRO, and nonprofit and civic
organizations. The full composition of the Steering
Committee is listed above. Each meeting was well
attended with a majority of the entities present.

At each meeting, Steering Committee members received
updates on the progress of the study and opportunities
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to provide input. A meeting summary was recorded after
each meeting and can be found in Appendix B.

At each meeting, the role of the Steering Committee was
presented (shortened for brevity below):

1 - To share information about the SB Trail project

2 - To coordinate among key stakeholders

3 - To report/share relevant agency information

4 - To receive updates and provide input on progress
5 -To ensure buy-in and feasibility of SB Trail

-

FIGURE 2.5 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETI

NG PHOTOS & MAP

MEETING
NUMBER MEETING DATE TOPICS DISCUSSED
1 Study background, overview, and schedule
February 27, 2019 Input on needs, barriers and opportunities through group
mapping exercise
2 April 24, 2019 Existing conditions overview and presentation of opportunities
3 June 19, 2019 Present and review the draft Corridor Plan schematic
4 August 21, 2019 Presentahon. of the r«.awsed. Corridor Plan segmented for
implementation consideration
5 October 23, 2019 Review public input, 'presentatlon of implementation workbook
and draft plan overview

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan
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FIGURE 2.6 SPRING BRANCH TRAIL MAP. SOCIAL INTERACTIVE WEBSITE

MAP.SOCIAL

This study effort invited the public to provide input about
the proposed Spring Branch Trail through an interactive
website called Map.Social. The website was live from
March 4-June 1, 2019. Map.Social is a public engagement
platform that allows the public to view specific projects
and provide feedback by placing (and commenting on)
dots, lines, and polygons on an interactive map.

The Spring Branch Trail Map.Social page presented the
proposed trail alignment spanning Addicks Reservoir to
the White Oak Bayou. Upon entering the site, participants
encountered an introduction saying, “Let’s identify
places where you want to safely walk and bike in Spring

Spring Branch Trail - Local Active Transportation Plan

GessnelRd da ™

Branch!” Instructions explained the proposed corridor
shown on the map and asked participants to identify how
and where they would access the trail, destinations they
would like to reach on foot or bike, barriers to walking
and biking, and opportunities for additional walking and
biking connections in Spring Branch. Participants then
created individual maps by placing blue dots to indicate
destinations, orange dots for barriers, blue lines for
desired routes, and pink polygons for bike-friendly areas.
Participants could provide comments supporting each
feature they placed on the map.

7
b
City of Houston Esrl HERE GarmmalNCREMENTP NGA USGS *

Project Spotlight
220

COMMENTS

84

CONTRIBUTORS

=

8 Breeiy @ W Tidwell R
. T
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During the comment period, 84 contributors created 86
individual maps and placed 220 features with comments.
Figure 2.6 shows all 220 features with comments placed
by the public. Comments range from explanations of
destinations and descriptions of desired locations
for safe walking and biking access to complaints and
concerns about traffic and unsafe locations. Individual
users were able to view other people’s maps, as well as
an overall map aggregating all comments and features.
In the overall map, users could “Like” or “Dislike” other
participants’ comments. Overall, the public left a total
of 966 likes and 32 dislikes. Dislikes were typically

QST

Destinations

Mark destinations you wish to be able
to reach by walking and/or biking

O

Barrier

.. Mark locations that could pose a barrier
to walking/biking (ie: unsafe crossings,
intersections, etc.)

Desired Route

A ‘ Help identify possible routes that could

allow for safer walking and/or biking

&

' I‘ Bike Friendly Area

- Identify locations that currently seem
_ like safe neighborhood streets to ride a
bike.

about traffic or barriers, and many likes supported local
businesses and access points.

The inputs from this interactive website informed the
planning process, providing a better understanding of
the concerns and desires of public. This type of input
is critical to developing a comprehensive, safe, and
well-connected trail system tailored to the needs and
aspirations of the community.

Detailed summaries from the Map.Social engagement
can be found in Appendix C including the comments
provided for each entry supporting the map features.
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PUBLIC MEETINGS

There were two well-advertised, well-attended public
meetings as a part of the Spring Branch Trail Study, each
with a unique presentation and ask from the public. As
mentioned previously, the residents and businesses of
Spring Branch have had many opportunities over the
last few years to engage about a variety of quality of life
topics including the proposed Spring Branch Trail corridor.
To support the ongoing projects and continuity of public
engagement by SBMD, the first public meeting was a joint
meeting to share not only about the Spring Branch Trail
Study, but ongoing and upcoming efforts. SBMD created
a tagline and website called, “Seven Projects to Follow in
2019” in Spring Branch that included information on the
following seven efforts:

»  Spring Branch Trail Study

»  Spring Branch Trail Phase 1

» Long Point Road Mobility and Landscape Pilot
» Long Point Road Art Program

» Gessner Road Drainage and Beautification
Improvements

» Haden Park Improvements

» 110 Corridor Planning (TxDOT Health in
Transportation)

Most of these efforts were identified as projects or
strategies in either the Comprehensive Plan or the
Reimagine Long Point Livable Centers Study.

PUBLIC MEETING 1 OVERVIEW

The first public meeting was held on March 3, 2019 from
6-8 PM at the Karbach Brewery located in the Spring
Branch area. This first meeting was a joint meeting
hosted by SBMD to share information and get feedback
on the Spring Branch Trail Study and six other efforts. The
meeting was formatted as an open house where people
could walk around, look at boards presenting information
on the seven projects, grab food and drinks, and interact
with the project teams on any of the projects. About an
hour into the open house, the project managers of the
seven initiatives gave a formal presentation about the
efforts. The presentation provided the audience with
an overview of the Spring Branch Trail Study, describing
where the idea for the project came from, why the

project is important and exciting, the expected timeline,
and ways to stay engaged throughout the process.

Before and after the presentation, two large printed
maps of the study area and the proposed Spring Branch
Trail were set out on tables. Stickers, markers, and sticky
notes were available for participants to provide input
on the destinations, barriers, needs, and opportunities
surrounding the 711-mile corridor. The project team
engaged with meeting participants at these tables,
answering any questions as well as seeking and recording
input on the Spring Branch Trail corridor and opportunities
to create a larger walking and biking network in Spring
Branch. The Houston Parks Board team worked with the
same maps to get feedback from meeting participants
on the proposed alignment and connections to Phase
1 implementation. At the time of the meeting, Phase 1
was not yet to 30 percent design (close to one-third of
the way through the entire design process). The formal
presentation described these mapping activities and
encouraged attendees to provide input.

The dots, sticky notes, and drawings on the maps helped
to support corridor alignment and local connections for
this study. The input collected from the public meeting
was combined with the similar information received
through Map.Social and is presented in the Existing
Conditions (destinations, needs, barriers, opportunities,
etc.).

The meeting attracted more than 50 participants
including residents, business owners, families, and
others interested in the exciting things happening in
Spring Branch.
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visualize the conversation at: SBMD.ora/7ProjectsToFollow

PUBLIC MEETING 2 OVERVIEW

The second public meeting, held closer to the end of the
planning process, focused solely on the Spring Branch Trail
Study. The meeting presented details on the proposed
trail alignment and regional connections. The meeting
was held at a local Spring Branch establishment called
The Branch on September 24, 2019 from 6:30—8:30 PM.
This meeting was an open house format with a formal
presentation around 7 PM from SBMD and the planning
team. A series of six oversized maps depicting 