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San Bernard River Mouth Opening

ÁBrief History

ÁNeed for Opening the Mouth

ÁDredging

ÁDredged Material Placement

ÁPost Dredging

ÁToday
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April 2011 ïBrazos River Mouth
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January 2005-2008 ïSan Bernard River Mouth
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November 2005 ïSan Bernard River Mouth

Photos Courtesy: Friends of the River, San Bernard Website
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Intersection between the San Bernard River

And the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway
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Re - opening of the San Bernard River 
Mouth

Objective: Open the closed river mouth to reduce unanticipated currents at the 

Brazos River Floodgates on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 

Strategy :  Work with nature ïopen the river mouth relatively deep and narrow 

for stability, then let it migrate over next few decades

In a nutshell (year 2009):

ÅContract awarded January 13 th .

ÅDredging started January 26 th .

ÅShoreline reached and flow enters Gulf at 2:12 p.m. February 22 nd 

ÅDredge Entered Gulf of Mexico March 1 st .

ÅMike Hooks, Inc., Dredge 32 .

Å27 -inch cutterhead suction dredge.

ÅTotal volume removed 340,000 cy.

ÅDredged material pumped into a confined placement area and to the surf zone

ÅNo piping plover or sea turtles observed.

ÅContract cost $2.4 million

ÅTotal effort cost $2.9 million
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February 2009 ïSan Bernard River Mouth
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Photo:  3 Mar 2009

March 2009 ïSan Bernard River Mouth
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Photo:  16 Mar 2009

March 2009 ïSan Bernard River Mouth

Photos Courtesy: Friends of the River, San Bernard Website


