Riparian Areas-
What are they Worth?

Melissa Parker
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

San Bernard Watershed Meeting,
November 2010 TEXAS

PARKS &
WILDLIFE




What Is a Riparian Area?

A The band of
vegetation that
occurs adjacent

to the stream
bank

A Transitional zone
between the
wetlands and
upland areas




Characteristics of a Healthy
Riparian Area:

A Diverse collection of
native vegetation in 3
close association with =
water. -

A Many of these plants
have deep roots that:

A bind the soils of the
streambank

A protect against erosion




Benefits of Healthy
Riparian Areas:

A Provide important
habitat for wildlife and
fish
A Food, shelter, shading,

travel corridors

A Improve water quality ¢ ;
A Filter & catch sediment em

A Assimilate pollutants

A Streambank stability

A Reduce velocity of flood
water 4 e ,
A Armor banks F AR e



Benefits of Healthy
Riparian Areas:

A Sustained
stream flows
A Store water

In banks and
floodplain

A Prolong base
flow

A Recharge
aquifer




Benefits of Healthy

Riparian Areas:
PG e

A Important
recreational
resource:

A Anglers

A Hunters

A Canoeists

A Hikers

A Birdwatchers
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