BIG Work Group: Residential

Goals:

· Fertilizer (also in Agriculture): Categorize what fertilizers present problems are related to bacteria and restrict their sale and use if applicable.

Existing Program:  Holding "Yard-Wise" classes.  Messaging about fertilizer usage is included in some general public education campaign pieces.  Performing a research project with respect to effectiveness of public education on items including fertilizer usage in Lakewood Estates subdivision.

Year 1:  Begin to conduct a study of other locations with restrictions on fertilizer usage and quantify benefits.
Year 2: Establish stakeholders group of fertilizers manufacturers, suppliers, users and government entities to discuss regulation of fertilizer use.
Year 3:  Develop draft regulations restricting sale and uses of certain fertilizers, if recommended by stakeholders group.
Year 4:  Adopt regulations restricting sale and use of certain fertilizers, allowing current inventories of restricted products to be used/ depleted.  
· (also with Watershed Outreach) Educate the public on what they can do to improve water quality.

Existing Program:  Executing large scale public education campaign related to multiple pollution sources for our bayous, but not specifically focused on bacteria alone.
Year 1: Continue messaging that focuses on sources of bacteria entering our waterways through stormwater conduits (such as picking up after your pet and proper lawn care). Continue study to determine impact of public education on pollution coming from a single family residential subdivision.

Year 2: Work to increase communications with both public and landscaping companies on YardWise program topics. Develop a green infrastructure brochure for things people can do on their own lot- tree plantings, etc.  Create a brochure or other targeted education piece related to proper method of power washing that will minimize pollutants entering our waterways. 
Years 3-5:  Continue program, modifying as necessary.

· (also with Watershed Outreach) Increased Awareness: "If you care about the bayous, you may be willing to increase your personal accountability to protect them"; Make public aware of bayou benefits.

Existing Activities:  One facet of our public education program includes trying to encourage people to care for the bayou systems.
Year 1: Increase public awareness of our bayou system with a goal of making people care more.  Activities could include: additional outreach programs such as school tours, general education to connect the public with the bayous, and/or creating a map of places to recreate along the bayou system.
Following years:  Continue program, adjusting as necessary.

