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HARRIS COUNTY REGULATIONS

• Floodplain Management Regulations

• On-site Sewage Facilities Regulations

• ETJ (Extraterritorial Jurisdiction) Sign Regulations

• Toll Road Sign Regulations

• Construction in Harris County or HCFCD ROW Regulations

• Driveway/Culvert Regulations

• Fire Code Regulations

• Infrastructure (Subdivision) Regulations

• Harris County Road Law

• Water Well Regulations

• Storm Water Quality Regulations

• Communication Facility Structures (Cell Towers) Regulations

• Automobile  Salvage Yards/Junk Yard Ordinance



http://www.hcpid.org/permits/images/PermitFloodMapFirmleg33x44.pdf


FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

SECTION 7.01 - ENFORCEMENT

If any person violates any provisions of these Regulations the County Engineer may

notify the County Attorney and direct him to take whatever action is necessary to

remedy the violation, including but not limited to filing suit to enjoin the violation and

submitting a request to FEMA for denial of flood insurance. If a violation continues,

Harris County may file a Certificate of Non-Compliance in the Real Property Records of

Harris County. Once the violation has been resolved any individual may request a

Certificate of Compliance be filed in the Real Property Records of Harris County. A fee

for this action will be charged in accordance with Section 8.04 of these Regulations.

The violator shall bear this and all other costs of effecting compliance.
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THE ENFORCEMENT PROCESS

5

Inspector finds violation

Notice of Violation issued

Letters sent to violator and/or property owner

Notice turned over to Compliance Coordinator

Demand letter sent to property owner

If property owner complies in timely manner violation is resolved 

If not, violation referred to County Attorneys Office

County Attorney sends demand letter

If violation continues, County Attorney requests permission to file a 

lawsuit through Commissioners’ Court

Commissioners’ Court approves litigation and lawsuit is filed
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What information needs to be 

collected to present a successful 

floodplain violation case?
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ABATEMENT OF VIOLATION

• Obtain a Permit
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• Remove Development



KEY TO EFFECTIVE ENFORCEMENT 
OF FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS

• Training of inspectors and plan reviewers via conferences 
(ASFPM, TFMA), workshops, etc.

• Review of technical bulletins and handouts 

• In-house sessions geared toward community’s regulations

• Monitoring construction

• Maintaining records of floodplain development

• Engineers/architects role in inspecting all development

(ensure construction is in accordance with approved plans)

• Availability of information via website, brochures, articles, etc.

• Education of local officials



METHODS OF COMPLIANCE

• Denial of permits

• Denial of utilities

• Section 1316 Declaration

– request to FEMA for denial of flood insurance

• Certificate of Non-Compliance

– lien on property

• County Attorney 

– lawsuit, may result in Court judgment
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SECTION 1316 DECLARATION
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CERTIFICATE OF NON-COMPLIANCE
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COURT JUDGMENTS
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DIFFICULT TYPES OF 
DEVELOPMENT TO ENFORCE 

• Placement of fill material

• Grading

• Placement of other types of materials

(pipes, construction materials, automobiles, etc.)

• Additions to existing buildings

• Substantial improvements/Substantial damage

• Temporary construction

• Foundation elevation



DIFFICULTIES IN ENFORCING 
THE REGULATIONS

•Training of employees

•Amount of staff

•Increasing community knowledge of regulations

•Time it takes to effect enforcement

•Personal feelings (especially after storm events)





QUESTIONS?


