
YardWise

ñYour Yard is the 

Environmentò





Water for Texas 2007
Texas Water Development Board

ÅPopulation will grow to > 46 million by 2060

ÅWater demand will increase by 27%

ÅWater availability will decrease by 18%

ÅWithout new programs, 85% of the population 

will not have adequate water supplies during 

droughts.

Å16 new reservoirs recommended



National Wildlife Federation
ñSave Water, Save Rivers, Save Money: 

The Potential of Municipal Water 

Conservation in Texasò

ÅConservation potential > 1 million 
acre/feet/year

ÅñDams donôt make new water.  They only 
capture what nature provides.ò

ÅDecreased rainfall + increased 
evaporation = reduced reserve supply.



Water or Power?

ÅElectrical generators consume 3X household 

water use, per household.

ÅUtilities could account for 60% of all non-farm 

water use by 2030.

- 150 coal-fired plants planned in US.

Åñéwater is becoming a greater permitting 

issue than air quality.òïThomas Feeley,                          

US DOE National Energy Technology Laboratory



Water Quality
ÅNon-point source pollution accounts for 

65% river pollution, 76% lake pollution 

in U.S.

ÅMore than 200 stream segments in Texas 

do not meet water quality standards.

ÅFarming accounts for 10% of U.S. 

pesticide use ïbuildings, lawns,    

gardens, and  other landscaped          

areas receive 90%.





ñThe Vicious Cycleò

ṤStrip the topsoil

ṤImport grass

ṤWater

ṤApply synthetic fertilizer

ṤApply  pesticide / herbicide

ṤMow

ṤBag
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The Vicious Cycle

Liabilities

ṤCost (money & resources)

ṤEffort

ṤNon-point source pollution

ṤWater waste

ṤSolid waste disposal 

Ṥ Instability



ñThe Natural Cycleò



YardWise Goal:
Improve Water Quality 

in TMDL Areas

ÅDallas/Fort Worth

ÅAustin

ÅHouston

ÅSan Antonio

ÅCorpus Christi

ÅLower Rio Grande Valley



Social Marketing:
Behavioral Change Requires 

More than Education
TARGET MARKETS READY FOR ACTION

ÅñGREENSò: already there - reinforce

ÅñSPROUTSò: ready ïprime target

ÅñBROWNSò: resistant



Social Marketing 

Strategies

ÅUnderstand Audience Barriers to 
Behavioral Change

ÅFocus on Real Benefits:

- Listen to WIFM: ñWhatôs In it For      
Me?ò





Social Marketing 

Strategies

ÅPromote single, simple,             

do-able behaviors, one at a time.



YardWise Elements:

ṤXeriscaping (native/adapted plants)

ṤñDonôt Bag Itò (grass-cycling)

ṤEfficient Watering

ṤMulching

ṤComposting

ṤIntegrated Pest Management



Social Marketing 

Strategies

ÅTake advantage of whatôs been 

done before that works.



YardWise Outreach
ñBeneficial Organismsò

ÅEPA (319 grant funding)

ÅTCEQ Coordination

ÅLBJ Wildflower enter (web site host)

ÅStatewide Partners

üTexas AgriLife Extension

üCity of Austin ñGrow Greenò Program

üTexas SmartScape (NCTCOG)

üTexas Nursery & Landscape Association

üKeep Texas Beautiful
ÅLocal / Regional Partners: cities, COGs, Extension offices, 

non-profits.



Social Marketing 

Strategies

ÅMake Access Easy

ÅChoose Powerful Media Channels

ÅInclude Tangible Objects to 

Support Behavior Change



YardWise Outreach

Strategies

ÅWeb Site:  www.YardWise.org

ÅPoint-of-Purchase Literature
üTexas AgriLife Extension ñEarthKindò pubs

üCity of Austin ñGrow Greenò Fact Sheets

üTCEQ ñGreen Guide to Yard Careò 
(English/Spanish)

ÅRadio & TV PSAs

ÅWorkshops/Media Events

http://www.yardwise.org/










Social Marketing:

ñFind a Price that 

Mattersò



Effective Messages:

ÅClear and Simple

ÅVivid, Personal

ÅFun

ÅCredible Messenger



Xeriscaping

ṤSoil Test

ṤNative / adapted plants 

ṤGrasses

ṥBuffalo

ṥBermuda

ṥZoysia

ṤPlan for:

ṥDiversity

ṥLow maintenance











Efficient Watering



ñDonôt Bag Itò

ṤMow at proper height

ṤMow 1/3 of leaf height, max.

ṤClippings create mulch

ṤMow over leaves

ṤWater only as needed

ṤSlow-release fertilizers



2/3 grass blade removed & bagged

1/3 grass blade removed, mulched in



ñDonôt Bag Itò

Benefits:
ṤLess cost

ṤLess work 

ṤLess waste

ṤGreener grass, more resistant to 

disease & pests

ṤHelps prevent thatch



Thatch

compacted soil





Mulch:

Natural material spread on top of the 

ground to benefit soil & plant health

ṤGrass clippings

ṤLeaves

ṤShredded brush

ṤWood chips

ṤCompost





Mulching

ṤMulch all areas not in grass or thick 

ground cover.

ṤMulch trees & shrubs to dripline

ṤCoarse mulch 3"+ for weed control

ṤWater before & after mulching





Mulching Benefits

ṤPrevents soil compaction / erosion

ṤSuppresses weeds

ṤRetains moisture

ṤInsulates plant crowns & roots

ṤPromotes microbial activity

ṤSlowly adds nutrients to soil



Composting 

Essential Elements

ṤCarbon / Nitrogen Ratio

ṤMoisture

ṤAeration

ṤTemperature

ṤTime



Basic Compost Recipe

GREEN STUFF 

+ BROWN STUFF

+ WATER

+ AIR

COMPOST








