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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, September 5, 2007, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Burditt Consultants, LLC
	Paul Howard
John Ross
	

	
	
	

	CenterPoint Energy
	Cindi Salas
John Chambers
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Larry Nierth
Chris McPhilamy
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Erik Schenck
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
Erin Custer
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Gary McFarland
	

	
	
	

	CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
	Annie Ding
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Joshua Vickrey
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Scott Fair
Paul Ullman
	

	
	
	

	Contract Land Staff
	Leon Law
Kevin Taliaferro
	

	
	
	

	Cypress Creek Emergency Management Services
	Toivo Sari
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Jason Vaughn
Ronald Drachenberg
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Barkley Peschel
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Greg Platek
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Emergency Services District 7
	Alan D. Lankford
Tim Highley
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Scott Lamon
Michael Walters
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
	Christina Hailey Dischinger
Stefan Nawrocki
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Public Infrastructure Department
Architecture & Engineering Division
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	HNTB Corporation
	Jeff Scarborough
Heather Standley
Ben Grod
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Houston Advanced Research Center
	Mustapha Beydoun
Will Alvis
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
	

	Houston Fire Department
	James Hugo
Adrian Trevino
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Robert LaBarbera
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Steven Perry
Lance LaCour
	

	
	
	

	Knudson & Associates
	Ben Murphey
Amanda Jaloway
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	Magellan Consulting, Inc.
	Virginia Appl
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Mapping Solutions, Inc.
	Jeff Schiel
Tim York
	

	
	
	

	Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Daniel Bally
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J
	Timothy P. Ledet
Gray Rackley
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Grant Garrison
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Bryan Hassin
Kraettli Epperson
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
David R. Hoffpauir
	

	
	
	

	TCB (Turner, Collie & Braden)
	Bruce Davidson
Lori Lakatos
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Cindy Gloyna
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas Medical Center
	James W. Sindelar
Bill Wheeler
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Dr. Qisheng Pan
Dr. Lalita Sen
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	University of Houston, Department of Economics
	Janet Kohlhase
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
	


	Guests
	Contact
	

	City of Houston
	Christopher Thomas
	

	City of Missouri City
	Carolin Defoore
Sharon Heisler
	

	City of Webster
	Richard Parkin
	

	ESRI
	Nick Popovich
	

	Fort Bend County Appraisal District
	Juling Bao
	

	Parsons Brinckerhoff
	Laura Marks
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Peter Sissons
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Eva Garza, Rice University, called the meeting to order at 9:30 am.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	Review of the
August 1 Minutes
	The GDC minutes from August 1, 2007, were adopted as circulated.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	H-GAC’s Cooperative Purchasing Program:
HGACBuy
www.hgacbuy.org
	Bob Wooten manages the H-GAC Buy Cooperative Purchasing Program. Bob Wooten can be reached at (713) 993-4539, bob.wooten@h-gac.com
HGACBuy awards all of its contracts based on a competitive bid or competitive RFP process. H-GAC handles every aspect of the process: product research and surveys, competitive bid/proposal process, certifying contract validity.
HGACBuy has been serving local governments for over 30 years. The savings for local government add up by leveraging thousands of local governments nationwide. HGACBuy administers more than 250 vendors and more than 1,600 government entities throughout the US. 140 individual jurisdictions from 26 states joined HGACBuy in 2006. Total membership is 2,000 local governments nationwide. Members purchased $240 million in products and services through HGACBuy contracts in 2006.
These are examples of areas covered:

· Law Enforcement, General Purpose Vehicles, Buses

· EMS and Fire Apparatus

· Security and Electronic Equipment

· Medium and Heavy Duty Trucks, Specialized Bodies

· Communications and Emergency Equipment, Supplies

· Public Works and Heavy Equipment

Local governments interested in purchasing, should go through the H-GAC procurement channels to see, if the product is on contract with HGACBuy, and then issue their purchase order to that member on contract. When they make that purchase they should provide HGACBuy with a copy of the purchase order and a quotation from the H‑GAC contractor. H-GAC will review the paperwork and make sure everything is correct and return an order confirmation. This order confirmation should be kept on file. You can ask for documentation related to the product: RFP, evaluation, etc. This will substitute for the RFP process and contract negotiations.
A password is required to access the contract pages. Every jurisdiction who is a member has a password. If you need a password please contact Tammy Metty: tammy.metty@h-gac.com
	Bob Wooten
(H-GAC)

	GDC Bylaws Review Subcommittee Status
	The GDC Bylaws Review Subcommittee is on hold until the Aerial Imagery Subcommittee has resolved major tasks.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee Status
	All questions vendors submitted by e-mail or via the H‑GAC website were answered during the pre-bid conference. After the pre-bid conference, four more questions were submitted. The questions and answers were added to the pre-bid Q&A document and loaded up to the RFP website as they came up. Nine proposals have been received.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	Flight Area Selection -
September 25
	In order to select the flight area, Robert and Jackie will e-mail a shape file with the Lambert grid to all GDC members and guests. Interested organizations should use this shape file to select their lamberts and only reply back with the selection with the desired lamberts attached as a shape file. In their e-mail, organizations should include, if they want 6 inch or 1 foot resolution, true color or false color, also, please indicate your desired imagery compression format. This information will be brought to the TAC and the TAC will decide which compression. All entities interested in participating in the acquisition should reply back with their selection by Tuesday, September 25th.
Scott Lamon will send out the LiDAR information with the shapefile attached. The LiDAR area of interest will be based on the USGS DOQQ grid and not on the lambert grid.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)
Scott Lamon
(HCFCD)

Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Make DEMs available
	If you have a DEM for your county or area available, please provide it to Robert. It will be used for the imagery rectification. Robert already has the Harris County 15 foot TSARP DEM and Fort Bend County 10 foot DEM.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	Milestones
	· After the GDC the Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee will review all proposals received and assign them to the review committee members

· Wednesday, September 19th, the committee will discuss the proposals and provide the first round of ranking.

· All entities who desire to participate in the acquisition are asked to reply back with their selection by Tuesday September 25th.

· Thursday, September 26th the TAC will meet to finalize the top three vendors selection

· The top three proposals will be submitted to the GDC at the next GDC meeting, Wednesday October 3.
	

	Milestones continued
	· The same vendor selection will be submitted to the H‑GAC Board of Directors for approval on Tuesday, October 16th.

· In the following TAC meeting during the week of October 29 the contract will be reviewed

· The imagery acquisition will start January / February 2008
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	Orthophotography, Oblique
LiDAR
	The TAC will discuss how this project will be managed with the three different deliverables: Orthophotography, LiDAR, and Oblique. Each of these will have its own project manager.
	

	STAR*Map Subcommittee Status
	The STAR*Map Subcommittee achieved its goal of establishing standards. Fields that the TAC has agreed upon are based on the Statewide 911 Database and comply with the database model. The focus will now be on new methods to deliver STAR*Map. An FTP Server for the STAR*Map data distribution has been made available at H-GAC. After completion of the ArcSDE Server migration to 9.2, the STAR*Map editor will be updated with the new fields. The STAR*Map editor will also be upgraded, to be able to provide online updates for STAR*Map. Before all this can happen, the STAR*Map Subcommittee needs to establish a policy. H‑GAC is using ArcSDE Server Standard Edition and will discuss a possible upgrade to the Enterprise level technology with ESRI.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	STAR*Map Status
	Wenge added a total of 7,665 changes to the STAR*Map since July 1st. 548 new roads were added. 7,117 road segments were either spatially modified or their attributes were updated. The third quarter release will be distributed the first week of October.
	Wenge Fu
(H-GAC)

	GIS Day Subcommittee Status
houstonareagisday.org
	Everything is proceeding well. Nick Popovich is constantly updating the GIS Day website. Unlike last year the event will spread across several buildings of the UH Central Campus. Limited space is available for exhibit booths. Exhibitors will be able to register online. Cost per booth is $100. Exhibitors will fill out a registration form. Like last year a map gallery will be hosted. Christina scheduled the next GIS Day planning meeting at H-GAC for September 18, 2:00 pm, Conference Room B.


	Christina Dischinger
(HCPHES)

	GIS Training

	ESRI - Introduction
to ArcGIS Server

ESRI - Developing Applications with ArcGIS Server
	H-GAC hosts Introduction to ArcGIS Server twice, on October 1 and 2, and again on October 18 and 19. The training on October 1 and 2 is now full. For the later training on October 18 and 19, five seats are still available. Cost is $950 per person.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	
	Developing Applications with ArcGIS Server using the Microsoft .NET Framework is three days of training. Cost is $1,399 per person. The class will be hosted one more time at H-GAC, from October 3 to 5. This course is now full.
	

	
	Both courses require advance payment by credit card (Visa, Mastercard), check, or purchase order. A confirmation will be sent to each student when payment has been received.
	

	Workshop at Rice:
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Technology for the Non-Profit
	Mustapha Beydoun, Jeremy Scott, and Maria Cristela Vera, helped Eva Garza to organize and represent a GIS Workshop for Non-Profit organizations at Rice University. City of Lake Jackson, Engineers without Borders, Galveston Bay Foundation, and Texas Medical Center, among others came to the training. Topics included:

· GIS 101

· What is GIS anyway?
· GIS for the Money Conscious
· Free GIS Viewers/Applications
· Getting your hands on GIS data

· GIS analysis in vegetation, census, health, transportation
· Using ArcView 9.x
· Google Maps/ Google Earth Pro

· GPS Technology, Can I apply it?
The workshop was very well received. Some of the attendees never had any involvement with GIS before and were surprised at how many data resources were available to them. Eva will consider scheduling another GIS workshop later this year. Please, let Eva know if you are interested in helping or teaching.


	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	LUCA Addressing Workshops
	The Census Bureau mailed information regarding the Census Bureau's Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) program to eligible governments in early August 2007.
They emphasized that, while participation is “voluntary”, it would be “important to our community and our state”. They urge governments to “please consider registering to participate no later than November 19, 2007” in order to have “the maximum amount of time available for reviewing and processing your materials.”
For questions about the LUCA program the Census Bureau can be reached at:

dallas.geography@census.gov
meredith.l.gillum@census.gov
helena.a.schaefer@census.gov
Phone: 1-866-511-5822
The Census Bureau is offering the same workshop for the LUCA program six times in different locations:

· Monday, September 24, 9:00 am to 1:30 pm
Houston, H-GAC, 2nd Floor Conference Room A
· Tuesday, September 25, 2007, 9:00 am - 1:30 pm
City of Sugar Land, Conference Room depending on amount of attendees. Attendance at this workshop location requires RVSP by e-mail: dallas.geography@census.gov
Subject: LUCA Workshop at City of Sugar Land
Please also provide: city you represent, number of attendees, contact phone number.

· Wednesday, October 17, 2007, Baytown Community Center, Tejas Room, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

· Thursday, October 18, 2007, El Campo Civic Center, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

· Friday, October 19, 2007, Montgomery County Offices, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

· Saturday, October 29, 2007, Hill Community Center, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)


	Other Issues

	New Member
	Contract Land Staff, Leon Law and Kevin Taliaferro, have joined the GDC. Membership is now at 62.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	GIS Technologies Workshop
	Houston TranStar will be hosting a “GIS Emerging Technologies Workshop” on October 9 and 10 in the OEM Ops Room on the Second Floor, 6922 Old Katy Road. Cost is $550 for this two day training, of specific interest to EMS (Emergency Management Services) staff. The workshop is provided by Waypoint Mapping from Austin. To sign up phone (512) 264-3246 or e-mail training@waypointmapping.com or contact Maria Vera at mvera@houstontranstar.org
	Maria Cristela Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	Columbia Center Visit
	The field trip to the Columbia Center in Nacogdoches has been canceled. No new date has been set.
	Maria Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	GIS Analyst
Opening at H-GAC

www.h-gac.com
	H-GAC is looking to hire a GIS Analyst for the GIS Department within Data Services. Please submit your resume by e-mail to Robert LaBarbera. A detailed job description can be found on the H-GAC website.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	Funding
for Aerial Imagery
	The selected vendor will ask to receive payment for 10% of the overall project cost to be able to initiate the flight. This “vendor mobilization fee” was paid by H-GAC for the last acquisition in December of 2005. Participating organizations should assist with this pre-payment, if they have funds they can commit by December 2007. After completion of the project H-GAC will cut a check for the remaining 90% of the project cost to the vendor. Participating entities were asked, to not delay their payments if possible. Some organizations have to have received their goods before they commit money.
	Tanya Nguyen
(H-GAC)

	GISP Certification
	Over the next few months, Robert will establish an agreement with GISCI (GIS Certification Institute) that anybody committing time to the GDC or its subcommittees as an officer or volunteering for the GIS Day will receive points that will count towards a GISP (Certified Geographic Information Systems Professional) certification. Robert will invite Scott Grams from GISCI to present in one of the GDC meetings.
	Robert LaBarbera
(H-GAC)

	SSPEED Center
at Rice University
	Maria suggested, contacting the SSPEED Center at Rice (Severe Storm Prediction, Education and Evacuation from Disasters) and find out if they are interested in participating in the aerial imagery and LiDAR acquisition. They have grant money available to host data for emergency reasons money.


	Maria Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE)
	The Department of Civil Engineering might also be interested in the aerial imagery as they work on a lot of meteorological studies.
	Eva Garza
(Rice University)

	HAAUG Meeting
	The next Houston Area Arc Users Group meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 18, at H-GAC, Conference Room A, from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm. ESRI representatives will go into details about ArcGIS Server technology and data replication.
	Mark Hochstein
(City of Sugar Land)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, October 3, 2007
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