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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, August 2, 2006, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Alice Hung
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
Joe Sherwin
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	Civil Tech Engineering, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Laura Marks
	

	
	
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Scott Fair
Kyle A. Bertrand
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Mary A. Doetterl
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Michelle Manuel
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Metro
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Lance LaCour
Tim Neeley
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Eric Douglas
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County Community Information System
	Sue Bosma
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	PBS&J (Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan), Inc.
	Jeff Scarborough
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Corey Smith
Bryan Hassin
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
Salih Hakan Can
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of State Health Services
	Contact TBD
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Mustapha Beydoun
Dr. Qisheng Pan
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
David Crawford
	

	
	
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Thomas Misek, Port of Houston Authority, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Thomas Misek
(Port of Houston)

	Review of the
July 5, 2006,
GDC Meeting Minutes
	The July 5, 2006, Geographic Data Committee meeting minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Thomas Misek
(Port of Houston)

	2006 Digital OrthoPhotography Status
	· 6 inch resolution aerial imagery has been fully delivered to H-GAC and is in the process of being distributed to partners/participants. 6 inch resolution MrSID Mosaics are in preparation.
· For the 1 foot resolution aerial imagery, the rectification is 95% complete and mosaicking is 90% done. 307 lambert/tiles were delivered to H-GAC on July 11 and 540 were delivered to H-GAC on July 31. So far, 1,279 of the 1,803 lamberts/tiles (70%) have been delivered to H-GAC.
· The Eastern half of Brazoria County and some lamberts/tiles within Harris and Fort Bend counties are still outstanding. Missing tiles are being addressed right now. The remaining/outstanding aerial imagery will be delivered in three parts, on August 11, 18, and 31.
· Kucera had a small issue with the rectification software due to the long flight lines and related to the calibration of the sensor. Digital sensor/camera technology is relatively new and the calibration process is still evolving. The software manufacturer is providing the calibration work. The issues meanwhile have been fixed.
· The new 6 inch resolution aerial imagery will not match the 2004 aerial imagery exactly but is consistent and accurate. It might vary by as much as 1 - 2 foot. Compared to the 2004 aerial imagery, horizontal accuracy and image quality have improved. It is possible that this was in part due to the use of the better LiDAR DEM in Fort Bend County and the improved processing of the airborne GPS data.
· City of Sugar Land is using ArcIMS and cannot open MrSID mosaics of the 2006 Aerial Imagery. They are using the latest version of MrSID (Version 3). Mark Hochstein will bring this issue up at the ESRI Conference to find out what versions of MrSID ArcIMS can fully support. ESRI might already have a service pack available that fixes the problem. The latest version of MrSID is not being recognized by ArcIMS because of the way the MrSID mosaic imagery is being compressed. Kucera has used an older version of MrSID for imagery compression.
	John Antalovich Jr.
(Kucera International)

	Action:
	Grant to follow up with Dan on MrSID/ArcIMS issues.
	

	
	· Pamela confirmed with an ESRI technical specialist that ArcIMS 9.1 does support the latest version of MrSID (possibly not ArcIMS 9.0).
	Pamela Kersh
(ESRI)

	
	· H-GAC distributed most of the 6 inch resolution aerial imagery to the partners/participants. Some of the 1 foot resolution aerial imagery has already been distributed to some of the partners/participants and the rest will be distributed after H-GAC received it from Kucera.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	· With lamberts missing in Montgomery and in Northern Harris County logistics is tricky. H-GAC will hold back delivery until everything is complete but can accommodate individual requests.

· All 1 foot resolution lambert/tile TIFFs will be delivered by August 31. The 1 foot MrSID mosaics cannot be completed before the 1 foot TIFF areas have been completed. MrSID mosaics might not be available until the second week of September.

· H-GAC will receive individual lambert/tiles in TIFF file format from the vendor Kucera by August 31 and will process individual lambert/tiles into MrSID compressed images (not MrSID mosaics) immediately as they arrive.
· A small delivery of half meter and one meter resolution aerial imagery has been received by H-GAC. Grant Garrison will find out if the remaining half meter and one meter resolution aerial imagery will also be delivered by August 31. These aerials are resampled from the 1 foot resolution images to half meter and one meter resolution.
	

	Action:
	Grant to find out if ½ + 1m will be delivered August 31
	

	Star*Map Status
	· The third quarter release of the Star*Map so far has 5,496 changes. 4,972 were modifications with changes to the geometry of the roads or attribute changes. 524 new road segments were added. Grant anticipates around 15,000 – 20,000 total changes for the third quarter release which will be distributed on or immediately after October 1. Harris County Flood Control reported roads were missing in Galveston County. These are being added to the Star*Map for the third quarter release.

· Grant Garrison and Chris McPhilamy are still evaluating the impact of the Statewide 911 Geodatabase design and its impact on the Star*Map. Changes to the Star*Map are not anticipated before January 1, 2007. They will work with the CSEC, Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), and TNRIS to accommodate a street centerline based 911 geocodeable basemap that is continuous throughout the State of Texas.
	Wenge Fu /
Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GO!Sync Status
	· After a reorganization of the Enterprise Group at Tadpole Technology GeoSpatial Solutions, Susan Park decided to leave the company. The contact for the GDC at Tadpole Technology is now Jason Linley, Director of Operations (US Business). Jason is in charge of Mobile GIS units based on ESRI technology. This includes GO!Sync Mobile and GO!Sync Redline Technologies.

· ESRI decided to upgrade core geodatabase technology to 9.2. ESRI Geodatabases at 9.2 utilize new replication/synchronization functionality which will replace the Tadpole Technology components (GO!Sync Edit/View).
	Jason Linley
(Tadpole)

	
	· Tadpole Technology plans no further development for GO!Sync Edit or View but will continue to fix bugs and address problems raised by customers and assist them with implementation challenges. Tadpole Technology will continue maintenance and support for GO!Sync, but encourages users to migrate to ESRI ArcGIS 9.2 technology. Tadpole will assist existing users with the migration.
	

	
	· ESRI’s ArcGIS 9.2 will have limited automation but it might be possible for Tadpole Technology to use some of the components to help with the automation.
· Jason Linley tentatively confirmed that with the new ESRI 9.2 technology most of the geodatabase synchronization and replication challenges will be addressed by ESRI. This would potentially make the GO!Sync Edit and View components unnecessary. The ESRI 9.2 software has not been released yet.

· Tadpole Technology will work with Grant Garrison to detail what the pro’s and con’s of ESRI’s 9.2 technology are. Pricing strategies will be announced.
	

	
	· For their replication and synchronization product Tadpole used an approach outside of the core ArcGIS technology. With the API’s available in ArcGIS 9.1 they were able to streamline replication and take advantage of ESRI functionality.
· Jason Linley will look into special offers for a transition or discounts for GO!Sync Edit and View client license holders. Tadpole has a number of very large utilities. Each utility is different and highly customized and embedded into integrated environment sets.

· Users will have the choice to move to the core ESRI 9.2 technology or remain on GO!Sync. Jason Linley will work out the details on this by the next GDC meeting.

	

	
	· Catherine Wang, Manager Customer Support and Helpdesk, is Technical Lead for the GO!Sync product.
	Catherine Wang
(Tadpole)

	
	· Last month Tadpole Technology successfully finished installation at City of Houston Planning & Development Department. Installation at H-GAC and testing between Tadpole Technology and H-GAC has been completed. During testing with over 15,000 records, data could not be written to the change file anymore. The issue could be resolved by dividing the large change file into two or three smaller ones. Large objects seem to cause the issue inside the core ArcGIS software.
· Tadpole will replicate the issue and try to come up with a fix. Until then the workaround will be used.
	

	
	· ESRI Geodatabase 9.2 synchronization might only provide part of the solution. It requires ArcGIS Server and ArcSDE. If you do not have ArcSDE GO!Sync may still be the product required for some sites.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	· The GO!Sync e-mail option has the same problem because the core product is the ArcObject API. There is still the View option for GO!Sync that might be useful to small organizations.
	

	
	· ESRI needs to add Personal Geodatabase replication. Database constraints have an impact and it is hard to keep data up to date. Tadpole Technology faces architectural challenges.
	

	
	· Interested parties will form a User Group at the ESRI Conference to meet with the ESRI 9.2 developers to talk about replication and synchronization. The ESRI/Tadpole User Group meeting focuses on multiple products not only GO!Sync. 9.2 Geodatabase replication and synchronization issues and concerns can be forwarded to Pamela Kersh or David Dignum.
	

	Action:
	Grant to invite Tadpole to the GDC September 6
	

	GIS Training
	· From July 26 – July 28, H-GAC hosted a GIS training class “Extending ArcGIS Desktop Applications”. Participants learned how to program and customize ArcGIS Desktop, ArcInfo, and ArcView. Most of the 11 attendees were from the City of Houston.

· Customizing ArcIMS using ArcXML has been targeted for late September or early October, a Python Geoprocessing training class will possibly be offered in October or November (before the end of the year).

· H-GAC hosts those classes but contracts with ESRI and they send an instructor. Students receive an ESRI certificate at the end of the training. They are official ESRI instructor led GIS training classes.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Day Subcommittee Report
	· GIS Day volunteers met with HISD. HISD instructors are very interested in GIS. Last year, through the mentorship program three high schools received recognition: Michael E. DeBakey High School, Barbra Jordan High School, and Bellaire High School.

· GIS volunteers developed a planning kit. It describes the mentorship program with three levels of participation: small (4 hours), medium (8 hours), and large (18 hours).

· A sample CD is available containing information about the various HISD areas, subjects which high school students would be interested in, suggestions on the planning kit, and instructions on how to carry out the project.

· Samuel Garcia (Harris County) will provide contact information about the mentorship program coordinators.

· GIS Day volunteers will be soliciting sponsors starting in September. Sponsors will provide the budget for boxed lunches for 400+ kids and additional expenses related to facilities. Logos of sponsoring companies will be presented throughout the event. The contribution will be treated as a tax deductible charity through H-GAC’s 501(3)(c).

· Please provide Sam Garcia or other GIS Day Subcommittee members with contact data of organization VIPs for the GIS Day 2006 invitations.
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County Engineer’s Office)

	Other and/or Additional Business
	ESRI held an In-Service Day for HISD teachers. Pamela Kersh provided a quick overview on GIS applications and GIS in general and Maria Vera from Houston TranStar talked about the GIS Day and mentorship program. HISD teacher attendance was good. They showed a good interest in GIS.
	Pamela Kersh
(ESRI)

	
	Mark Hochstein encouraged GDC members to join the Houston Area Arc Users Group (HAAUG), part of the South Central Arc Users Group (SCAUG) which meets quarterly. SCAUG includes Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto Rico, and the Cayman Islands.
	Mark Hochstein
(City of Sugar Land)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, September 6, 2006
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