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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, June 7, 2006, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Baytown
	Malcolm Swinney
Dennis Wells
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
Helvia Quinones
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Alice Hung
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein

Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
Joe Sherwin
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	Civil Tech Engineering, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Laura Marks
	

	
	
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Scott Fair
Kyle A. Bertrand
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Mary A. Doetterl
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Michelle Manuel
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Metro
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Lance LaCour
Tim Neeley
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Eric Douglas
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J (Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan), Inc.
	Jeff Scarborough
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Corey Smith
Bryan Hassin
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
Salih Hakan Can
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of State Health Services
	Cindy Tuttle
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Cindy Gloyna
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Mustapha Beydoun
Dr. Qisheng Pan
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
Deborah Pattison
	

	
	
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Robert LaBarbera, Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	Announcement of New GDC Officers
	Robert LaBarbera announced the GDC Officers for 2006/2007:

· Chair is Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District
· Vice-Chair is Tom Misek, Port of Houston Authority

· Secretary is Eva Garza, Rice University

During Robert LaBarbera’s term as a GDC chair the bylaws were updated and membership was divided into public, educational, private, and non-profit. Color coding of the nameplate signs and sign-in sheet improved voting procedures.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	Appreciation of Outgoing Chairperson
	Jackie commended Robert LaBarbera for his achievements during his term as the chairperson and handed him a Certificate of Appreciation. Robert passed the GDC rules and gavel on to Jackie.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	New Data Services Director at H-GAC
	Tanya Nguyen has been with H-GAC for 16 years. She started in September 1990 as a GIS Analyst and then became the agency’s network manager building the agency’s network from scratch. Tanya was promoted to Data Services Director in May 2006.
	Tanya Nguyen
(H-GAC)

	Review of the
May 3, 2006,
GDC Meeting Minutes
	Page 4, “infoUSA provides addresses but not phone numbers” refers to the “Do Not Call” procedure. You have to take out the phone number field on the household data when you are distributing it to end users.
Page 8 on top “Changes to Star*Map” refers to adding of additional attributes.
“Infrared Feature” on the bottom of page 8: infrared is offered in a pre-stage. With the 1ft resolution the digital sensor also collects infrared as part of the process but it was not a deliverable for this project. The vendor has the infrared available if required. The May 3, 2006, minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	infoUSA Database
	Geocoding of Data: infoUSA provides the business and household databases in a raw table format that includes a latitude/longitude field containing the coordinates they geocoded. They use a geocoding software package from an outside vendor. The software searches the address information in the database and assigns geocodes that correspond to it. Matching is done at four precision levels, site, ZIP+4 centroid, ZIP+2 centroid, 
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	and five-digit ZIP centroid. A site level geocode is a geocode that was assigned with the highest possible precision, and matches the specific physical address of the business entity. A centroid is a geocode that repre-sents the geographical center of the area covered by a particular ZIP+4, ZIP+2, or five-digit ZIP code. A centroid is assigned when the exact address is not found in the address database. Geocodes assigned at a centroid level may not map correctly because these geo-codes represent the geographical center of an area covered by a partial or entire ZIP code rather than a specific address. March geocode precision and percent-tages of database: Site Level: 88%, ZIP+4: 1%, ZIP+2: 2%, 5 Digit ZIP Centroid 9%. Each month all records with new addresses or changes are re-geocoded. When a geocoding software or database upgrade is received, the entire database is re-geocoded. This happens once or twice per year. Six decimal positions are implied for both the latitude & longitude. They are using latitude/
longitude standard on a national scale in decimal degrees. You can send corrected geocodes to infoUSA and they will re-geocode the record, assign a new geo-code and send it back to you. If the geocode assigned is still determined to be incorrect, infoUSA may forward the problem to their software vendor. infoUSA has no ability to edit information in the database used by the geoco-ding software and cannot change the way in which the database is searched. They cannot solve problems caused by database content or address matching logic.
	

	
	ReferenceUSA, an infoUSA Service: HCAD received an offer from infoUSA for the subscription database ReferenceUSA. Data is not geocoded. Access to data is via login and password. A license is $1,000 per year. HCAD will meet with ReferenceUSA and might consider withdrawing from the infoUSA purchase in the future if the data covers their needs. Harris County ITC requires the data in the infoUSA format because they built a system based on it and populate their programs with the data. Jackie suggested considering different options for the future.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	
	Minimum Payment for Data Acquisition: An infoUSA Subcommittee from the group of previous partners will determine who wants the data and present the minimum payment requirement and a distribution formula for next year’s acquisition.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Action:
	Grant to invite 2006 infoUSA partners to participate in the infoUSA Subcommittee
	

	2006 Digital OrthoPhotography
	The 6 inch imagery for Harris County, City of Humble, City of Webster, and City of West University has been delivered. Kucera is in post-processing of the 1ft and will finish the 1ft processing within the next week and start delivering the week of June 18. For the 6 inch resolution they finished control, scanning, and DEM. They merged the Fort Bend LiDAR and finished rectification. At this time mosaicking is being done. QC check and final tone adjustment is almost completed. Fort Bend 6 inch resolution will be delivered next week. Control for the 1ft pixel is finished. Kucera has incorporated the Fort Bend LiDAR for the Fort Bend portions of the DEM. Over 50% of the aerotriangulation is finished. Rectification is ongoing. Kucera will provide Grant with an estimate when the first delivery on 1ft is expected to be ready.
	Dan Debiase
(Kucera)

	Action:
	Grant to get a delivery estimate from Kucera for the 1ft imagery
	

	
	Building Lean: Sam Garcia found some building lean in one of the 6 inch resolution samples from April 2006. The images were orthorectified and are identical to what the final deliverable will be. 2004 had building lean in some areas but less than 2006. Flight lines are different between 2004 and 2006. Kucera tightened the flight line. HCAD does not have a concern with the building lean but with the parcel lines and parcel lines might be shifting because of the lean. Specifications in the contract were not for true orthophotography because it would be more costly. It would take out the building lean completely. GDC members were asked to identify imagery where they see a significant amount of building lean after they receive the imagery. Kucera will review and see if they have surrounding photo coverage and will work on reducing the building lean. This is a very time consuming process.
	Sam Garcia
(Harris County Engineer’s Office)
Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Action:
	GDC to send lamberts and coordinates with building lean to Dan Debiase via Grant
	

	
	“Transparent” Building Effect: in the same 6 inch resolution sample Sam Garcia also sees a “transparent” building effect. You can see a car shine through the roof of a building. The effect is unusual and looks like an overlay from a correction process. Dan Debiase will take a closer look at this specific image.
	Sam Garcia
(Harris County Engineer’s Office)

	Action:
	Sam Garcia to send the lambert and coordinates with the “transparency” effect to Dan Debiase via Grant
	

	
	Review Period: Last delivery date for all the data is August 31. From that date 30 days are provided for review before final payment is due. Most imagery will be reviewed as it comes in and problems, errors, and issues will be reported before that date. Kucera will make corrections still after the review period but not as their priority anymore.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	2007 Aerial Imagery Interest: Kucera needs advanced notification to line up flights and crew and reserve flight dates. H-GAC will start to poll the GDC in August or September to see if there is enough interest in 2007 Aerial Imagery and provide Kucera with a result by November. HCAD, Sugar Land, Fort Bend County Engineering, City of Houston Planning and Development, and Harris County ITC have an interest in 2007 aerial imagery and will budget for it.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Star*Map
	Status Update: The second quarter release will be completed by the end of June and distributed the first week of July. Since April 1st there have been a total of 11,866 changes to the Star*Map. 1,018 new road segments have been added. 10,848 road segments were spatially modified or their attributes were updated. If anybody has changes for the Star*Map they should be sent to H-GAC within the next two weeks. Most of the newly added roads in this version are in the Northwest area. Wenge adds the roads as she finds them on the CenterPoint Energy landbase data and is not targeting a specific area.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)
Wenge Fu
(H-GAC)

	
	Procedure for Adding Attributes to Star*Map: Each maintenance subscriber has different needs and wants different attributes. If there is an attribute you would like to see added it can be discussed at the GDC to see if there is sufficient interest by others to have it added to the Star*Map as a whole. Otherwise the unique ID should be used to relate the attribute and join it back to the Star*Map after each new version/release. If this needs more attention, a Star*Map Subcommittee will be formed.
	

	
	The Statewide 911 Project is currently going through a standardization process for the 911 database. This will be completed by Thanksgiving. Until then no changes can be applied to the geodatabase. The State of Texas is on contract with a vendor to host the 911 database. The contract with the vendor was up but has been extended by 6 months.
	Chris McPhilamy
(H-GAC)

	
	Issues are being resolved. Coordination efforts are ongoing. The 911 database is based on MSAG (Master Street Address Guide). It is independent and most of it is Telco company records. Some Telco information is incorrect or not matching causing a disconnection between GIS map data and the 911 system.
	

	Status GO!Sync Geodatabase Synchronization 
	Attributes are still being truncated during big batch data load synchronizations. Duplicate Global IDs are being received. The bug is related to the software and only shows with very large amounts of edits. For example, something happened to the records during synchronization after a ZIP code change via a query for 10,000 records had been saved to synchronize to the GO!Sync. H-GAC installed the new service pack for the GO!Sync Edit Client that Tadpole provided. This seemed to have resolved the issue but more testing is required. Grant proposed installing and testing with some of the other clients to see if the problem can be replicated. If the problem persists, an alternative to the web based data synchronization would be an e-mail based synchroni-zation process. Changes or edits will automatically be packaged into an XML file and sent to H-GAC via e-mail from the client’s e-mail. At H-GAC the file is loaded into the master geodatabase. Testing has to be done to see if this solution has any of the web based issues. A dedicated e-mail account is required. H-GAC would provide a configuration file. Grant will inform the GDC about the size of memory required for the e-mail based synchronization and also if it works with Microsoft Exchange.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Action:
	Grant to inform GDC about memory required for e-mail option and confirm if Exchange server works with GO!Sync
	

	GIS Training
	Extending ArcGIS Desktop Applications: This training class will be offered at H-GAC, 3555 Timmons Lane, in the 2nd Floor Data Services Training Room from July 26 – 28. It is a 3-day training. Cost is $1,299. So far 5 students confirmed, more will be required. Grant will e-mail the course description and a link to the ESRI website to the GDC. Participants will learn how to extend the ArcGIS applications including ArcMap, ArcCatalog, ArcScene™, and ArcGlobe™, with custom buttons, tools, windows, and extensions to provide additional functionality to the end user. Participants learn the fundamentals of the application framework and the types
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	of customizations that are possible. Six months experience of programming with ArcObjects and programming with COM and Visual Basic 6 or Visual Basic .NET, or C# will be recommended.
	

	Action:
	Grant to e-mail course details to GDC
	

	
	An ArcIMS Customization class will be offered in late September or at the beginning of October, after the ESRI conference. The class is specific to ArcXML, the XML component of ArcIMS.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Early next year, after the ArcGIS 9.2 version is released, a “What’s New in ArcGIS 9.2” might be offered.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Day Subcommittee Report
	In the last GIS Day Subcommittee meeting the focus was on the mentorship program that was developed by Maria Vera and coordinated by Mireya Armesto from Michael Baker. Sam is looking for volunteers to coordinate and manage the mentor program this year. The next meeting is in June. Anybody interested in attending or in volunteering for GIS Day should contact Sam Garcia. Extra funds will be required to purchase materials for advertising. Sponsorship is the main topic for the next meeting. This year, under the United States IRS Revenue code, subsection 501(c), H-GAC is able to designate sponsorships as charitable donations and thus make them tax deductible. Grant will provide more details on this.
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County PID)

	Action:

Action:
	GDC members to e-mail Sam if interested in next meeting or to volunteer

Grant to provide details on H-GAC’s option to designate sponsorships as charitable donations
	

	Other and/or Additional Business
	Server GIS Seminar: ESRI scheduled a free half-day seminar about server-based geographic information system (GIS) technology in Houston for Thursday, June 29th, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, at the Hyatt Houston, 1200 Lousiana Street. From the ESRI website www.esri.com click on the tab “Training & Events” and select “Events”, then “Seminars”, then “GIS Seminar Schedule”. The seminar title is “Server GIS” or click on this link: Server GIS. Registration is via the “Register for this Event” link.
	Pamela Kersh
(ESRI)

	
	City of Houston Job Opening: Planning and Development is looking for a Senior Level GIS Analyst, It will be a salary range/pay grade 26.
	Max Samfield
(City of Houston)

	
	The job will be posted on the City of Houston website and not appear in the newspaper. If you know somebody who is interested, Max Samfield can be contacted or send them to the City of Houston website http://www.houstontx.gov/jobs/
	

	
	Houston Area Arc Users Group: HAAUG hosts a website and offers job links free of charge. Links to job openings should be e-mailed to Mark Hochstein and he will post them.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Job Opening at Harris County ITC: Roger still is looking for a GIS Technician. The job description is on the Harris County HR website: http://www.co.harris.tx.us/hrrm/Employment.htm
	Roger Forshee
(Harris County ITC)

	
	Texas Railroad Commission Data: HCFCD acquired a copy of the Texas Railroad Commission base data CD last year. It contains pipelines and railroads and a lot of base information. Mike will acquire the update and provide it to H-GAC for distribution to GDC.
	Mike Walters
(Harris County Flood Control)

	Action:
	Mike to send CD to H-GAC for distribution
	

	
	GITA (Geospatial Information & Technology Association) Conference: Grant attended a local GITA meeting. US DOT presented the National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS). They use to distribute their pipeline data but pulled it off after 9/11. Data will be made available again by the end of the year, downloadable from their website.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Historical Imagery Captured by Tobin: P2 Energy Solutions acquired historical imagery from Tobin. The 1930 imagery has a resolution of 1.18 ft, the 1956 imagery 1ft and ½. Both cover Harris County. The film is being developed and scanned at 1,270 dpi and then georectified to a lambert grid. The imagery will be licensed to the end user and will not be in the public domain. A single license of the 1930 imagery will be $120,000. The 1956 will be $52,480. Mike Walters requested a proposal for a cost sharing license. 10 agencies would pay $55,000 for both imagery sets. For one year only the license for the 1930 imagery would be $15,000, the 1956 around $7,000. As with previous imagery purchases, H-GAC would hold the primary license. Port of Houston and Rice both also have 1930 and 1956 imagery. Tom has to check if it has full
	Mike Walters
(HCFCD)

	
	coverage of Harris County. Rice University has those images digitally from Tobin. Eva would be interested in learning if the vendor makes changes/enhancements to images. Mike will look at the Rice University imagery. Mike has a copy of the actual proposal he can send to interested parties. GDC members should let Mike know as soon as possible if they are interested in purchasing a license. The sole source option might be an issue if the license is over $25,000. The license is for the use of the imagery and not for publishing it. At an additional cost a publishing license can be provided.
	

	Action:
	GDC members to e-mail Mike if interested in purchase of historical imagery
	

	
	Hurricane Season: HCAD will be available pre and post incident. Eva suggested sending an updated list of contacts to everybody in the GDC.
	Jackie Smith (HCAD)
Eva Garza (RiceU)

	Action:
	H-GAC to distribute current GDC contact list
	

	
	HAZUS Training: Maria Vera reminded everybody that a HAZUS-MH training class is coming up at TranStar by the end of June. E-mail Maria if interested.
	Maria Cristela Vera
(Houston TranStar)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, July 7, 2006
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