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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, May 3, 2006, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Baytown
	Malcolm Swinney
Dennis Wells
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
Helvia Quinones
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Alice Hung
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein

Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
Joe Sherwin
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	Civil Tech Engineering, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Laura Marks
	

	
	
	


	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Kyle A. Bertrand
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Mary A. Doetterl
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Michelle Manual
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Kimberly Stansfield
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Metro
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Grant Garrison
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Lance LaCour
Tim Neeley
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Eric Douglas
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J (Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan), Inc.
	Jeff Scarborough
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Corey Smith
Bryan Hassin
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
Salih Hakan Can
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of State Health Services
	Cindy Tuttle
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Cindy Gloyna
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Mustapha Beydoun
Dr. Qisheng Pan
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	


	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
Deborah Pattison
	

	
	
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Robert LaBarbera, Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	Review of the
April 5, 2006, GDC Meeting Minutes
	Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District, has revised the “Mobile Video and ACA Oblique Imagery Presentation” section in the April minutes (pages 4 and 5). The April minutes will not be sent out again but an updated version is on file and can be obtained upon request. Two separate companies, Mobile Video and Aerial Cartographers of America (ACA), partner under TEAM Consulting. ACA is providing the oblique imagery taken by flying over the area and use MultiVision as their oblique imagery software. Mobile Video sends appraisers to drive by the homes with vans taking a photo of the property with a digital camera. When the pilot project with ACA and Mobile Video, which covers most of the Homeland Security hot spots, is completed in a few months, HCAD will present their findings. Robert LaBarbera made a motion to approve the minutes. Roger Forshee seconded the motion. The minutes were adopted unanimously with the update “Mobile Video and ACA Oblique Imagery Presentation”.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	infoUSA Database
	Karen Peters is a regional account manager with infoUSA and also the main contact for GDC members. Grant will forward her contact data to the GDC.

Business Data: infoUSA acquire their business data through their connections with phone companies. Data is continuously being updated. infoUSA retrieves information from county forecasters and uses secretary of state information. For public companies annual reports can be used. Other sources of information are business magazines, newspapers, publications, and input from executives. infoUSA also obtains the latest business data through their access to business registers and incorporations. Each business is verified on the phone up to three times a year depending on the type of company. The business database includes 14 million businesses all over the USA.
	Karen Peters (infoUSA)
Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Household Data: infoUSA acquired Donelly Marketing and integrated all their consumer data. Household data are being obtained through consumer information, phone companies, and telephone directories.
	

	
	infoUSA has access to any public records: courthouse information, voter registration, surveys, magazine purchases, and purchases via mail or Internet. Verifying consumer information by phone is not being done because of privacy laws and “Do Not Call” lists. infoUSA data are being checked against the Direct Marketing Association’s “Do Not Call” list and also the federal “Do Not Call” list. infoUSA provides addresses but not phone numbers. GDC members cannot use their infoUSA data for marketing, sales and soliciting purposes. Data is solely for emergency and in-house use. This is why a waiver form has to be signed.
	

	
	Limitations on Data Use: The GDC members can use the data for a year from the time received. infoUSA integrated a date field within their database. Data is primarily designed for the end user and not meant for reproducing, reselling, or the general public. GDC members will use data internally within their organizations, mostly to produce maps. That is an acceptable use of the data. Creating of maps for other departments using infoUSA information is allowed as long as it is in relation with the organization. Not all the attributes in the table can be displayed on a map. Organizations are allowed to distribute raw table data to create a map and display particular areas of town and businesses in that area if they use it internally. Intranet use of data is acceptable. Posting of a map with some of the infoUSA data to the Internet is accepted as long as the data has been licensed and is not being used to make a profit. Any GDC member wanting to post the information on the Internet should ask infoUSA for approval.
	

	
	Geocoding: Data is pre-geocoded with latitude/longitude coordinates. Some organizations have found that overlays do not match up well with infoUSA data in some areas. Karen Peters will get information about the sources of geographical information being used to populate latitude/longitude fields to Grant for distribution to the GDC. Data is current and 98% correct, but geocoding is not always accurate. There is an input infoUSA ID field. This could be a method to retrofit future versions to maintain spatial integrity.
	

	
	Licensing Cost Distribution: Only a few members have contributed funds towards the infoUSA license acquisition. Harris County ITC and H-GAC covered the main portion. Nonpaying members in the past had free access to the data. Some paying organizations argued non-paying GDC members should not have received the data if they had not paid. The City of Houston and HCAD will budget more for 2007. North Harris College already built an application based on the assumption data would be available to the organization free of charge. Peter Price made a motion to distribute data free of charge to all current nonpaying members of the GDC for this version of the data. Eva Garza and Max Samfield seconded the motion. Max recommended proceeding with the distribution without a retroactive change. Peter Price’s motion to distribute the data free of charge to the rest of the members for 2006 was amended by establishing the requirement of a minimum payment for 2007. The GDC will determine the level of pay for 2007. Tom Misek and Paul Ullman seconded the motion. The motion passed with only one nay vote.

Samples of the data are available on H-GAC’s FTP site. Anybody interested in obtaining the data should send Grant an e-mail and Grant will send out the waiver form. Grant had Wenge Fu distribute the infoUSA household database CDs to paying participants before the GDC meeting.
	

	2006 Digital Orthophotography Status
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Dan Debiase from Kucera provided a project status report. Imagery will be delivered in a sequence of

nine imagery blocks within the next couple of months.
	Dan Debiase (Kucera)

	
	Triangulation of imagery, rectification, and shipping are based on this sequence.1ft and 6” image files will be delivered separately. The triangulation for the 6” orthophotos is completed. Rectification and DEM compilation are being done in sync. Both resolutions are still ongoing and 25% have been done. In a first round of rectification for the 1ft, a standard will be established to make sure there will be no major changes. For the 1ft, Kucera will deliver 400’ scale orthophotos. Dan anticipates the 200’ scale will be 80% complete by June 1. For the 1ft orthophotos aerotriangulation and rectification have been completed. Approval from the review committee on tone and contrast has been requested. Once confirmed, Kucera will deliver them and apply the same scheme to the rest of the imagery. Triangulation will be finished by end of May. DEMs are 90% complete. Kucera will start delivery. First deliveries of the 6” begin next week. The 1ft will follow in the next few weeks. Within 4 months, by the end of August, deliveries will be complete. Fort Bend LiDAR will be available before June 1st. Kucera will make various 1ft samples in different contrasts available for comparison. They will show features that can be done only with digital as opposed to film. Kucera was asked to provide a digital sample with buildings to show the shadows.
	

	Star*Map Status
	For the second quarter release there have been 4,266 changes to Star*Map. 518 new road segments were added. 3,748 road segments were either spatially corrected or attributes were modified or corrected. The second quarter CD release will be completed by the end of June 2006 and distributed to Star*Map maintenance subscribers the first week of July. When the release is ready there will be an estimated 12,000 edits or changes to the Star*Map. No additional rural counties will be added to the second release.
	Wenge Fu
(H-GAC)

	GO!Sync Status
	Tadpole is investigating issues. Data and attributes are getting truncated. Issues with subtypes and attribute builds remain unsolved. Problems seem to be related to mass changes or bulk edits. It could be related to the geodatabase. Grant will not start installing new sites until issues have been resolved.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	George Culver from LJA Engineering asked Grant to install GO!Sync View for them for a test run.
	

	
	As the View software is not incorporating edit changes it might work, but there could still be issues with receiving false attributes. Nine valid attribute values are available. Numbers resembling sequential ID numbers are being stored in a field where edits are being made.
	

	GIS Training
	The “ArcSDE for Oracle” training was successful. Grant received a quote from ESRI but has no instructor yet for an Extending ArcGIS Desktop application class. The City of Houston has 5 people interested in attending. 8 students are required to run the course. The training is customizing, programming GIS, ArcMap, and ArcCatalog, and builds on ArcObjects. Basic knowledge of ArcObjects is required as well as .NET and Visual Basic. This is a 3-day class. Cost will be $1,299.00. Other courses of interest are ArcXML which will be offered in the fall, Scripting with Python, and ModelBuilder. Teach Me GIS lists courses on their website: www.teachmegis.com.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GDC Authorization for Participation Form
	The GDC Authorization for Participation form should be filled in when you become a member and updated any time there is an organizational change. The form is the last page of the bylaws.
	Hilde Leitenbacher
(H-GAC)

	Nominations and Election of New GDC Officers
	Nominated as GDC Chair:
· Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District

Max Samfield, City of Houston, and Marc Berryman, Greater Harris County 911, were also nominated, but withdrew their nomination.
Nominated as GDC Vice-Chair:

· Tom Misek, Port of Houston Authority

· Mark Hochstein, City of Sugar Land

Nominated as GDC Secretary:

· Paul Ullman, Civil Tech Engineering

· Eva Garza, Rice University

· Sam Garcia, Harris County Engineering
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	
	With only 24 organizations out of 49 present, a quorum could not be established for the election. GDC members were asked to cast their vote by e-mail. H-GAC will send out a formal ballot.
	

	
	
	

	Other Business
	Changes to Star*Map: A field can be added to the Star*Map geodatabase but a formal procedure has not been established. The GDC will establish a Star*Map subcommittee to discuss potential changes to the Star*Map. If an agreement has been signed with Key Maps there are no restrictions embedding a field into the Star*Map copy. Issues are with embedding into Star*Map as a whole and with the distribution.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	
	Job Opening at Harris County ITC: Roger Forshee, Harris County ITC, has a job opening for a GIS Technician in his department. 4 to 5 years experience will be required. The job has been posted to the Harris County HR website.
	Roger Forshee
(Harris County ITC)

	
	Key Maps Questions: It is accepted to name the Key Maps grid number and reference it on a map but not on Star*Map. If in doubt, questions can be sent to Grant and Grant will forward them to Bob Abbott.
	Paul Ullman
(Civil Tech Engineering)

	
	ZIP Code Change at Tomball: The City of Tomball recently changed their ZIP code. Changes are determined by the post office. The postal service has no map but carrier route sheets and tabulations of addresses. The postmaster certifies these when a ZIP code changes. The postmaster should be contacted and asked for carrier route sheets. The postmaster can also provide listings with streets and zip codes. It will be a manual process to correct the boundaries. A ZIP code split is shown in the 2005 ESRI Data & Maps CD.
	Marc Berryman
(Greater Harris County 911)

	
	An Annual digital orthophotography acquisition will be considered. GDC has a two-year agreement with Kucera. Grant will ask in the next meeting if there is enough interest.
	Mark Hochstein
(City of Sugar Land)

	
	Star*Map Maintenance: Star*Map subscribers pay $8,900 a year for maintenance. This covers the cost of an employee maintaining the Star*Map. Maintenance subscribers are critical for the possibility to offer Star*Map at $500.00 per CD.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Infrared Feature and Metadata: Each lambert includes the date when the image was captured. When the lamberts are delivered they will have a projection defined. 1ft images were collected with a digital sensor. One of the byproducts is CIR (color infrared) but it was not one of the deliverables. Infrared can be purchased individually. The National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP) is in infrared. Resolution is 1m. It is statewide.
	Bill Bass (H-GAC)

	
	HAAUG Meeting: A Houston Area Arc Users Group Meeting has been scheduled for May 18, 4:30 pm at H-GAC, 3555 Timmons Lane, in Conference Room A. Brig Bowles from ESRI will talk about “What’s New in ArcSDE 9.2”.
	Mark Hochstein
(City of Sugar Land)

	
	GIS Day Meeting: A GIS Day Meeting has been scheduled at H-GAC, 3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor Conference Room C, Thursday May 18, 2:30 – 4:00 pm. Focus is on the mentor program. UH-D will host the GIS Day again in November 2006. Clear Channel Outdoors Advertising will donate billboard space. Volunteers from last year will again handle the Kid’s Day Lunch. Grant will coordinate speakers.
	Samuel Garcia
(Harris County Engineer’s Office)

	
	HAZUS (Hazards US) Class: TranStar wants to offer a HAZUS class in June. E-mail Maria Vera if interested.
	Maria Vera
(Houston TranStar)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, June 7, 2006
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