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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, May 2, 2007, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Burditt Consultants, LLC
	Paul Howard
John Ross
	

	
	
	

	CenterPoint Energy
	Cindi Salas
John Chambers
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Fardosht Amirpanahi
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Erik Schenck
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
	Annie Ding
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Cypress Creek Emergency Management Services
	Toivo Sari
Dan Shelor
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Barkley Peschel
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Greg Platek
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Emergency Services District 7
	Alan D. Lankford
Tim Highley
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
Mosquito Control Division
	Christina Hailey Dischinger
Stefan Nawrocki
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	HNTB Corporation
	Jeff Scarborough
Heather Standley
	

	
	
	

	Houston Advanced Research Center
	Mustapha Beydoun
Will Alvis
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
	

	Houston Fire Department
	James Hugo
Adrian Trevino
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Steven Perry
Lance LaCour
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	Mapping Solutions, Inc.
	Jeff Schiel
Tim York
	

	
	
	

	Magellan Consulting, Inc.
	Virginia Appl
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J
	Timothy P. Ledet
Gray Rackley
	

	
	
	


	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Bryan Hassin
Kraettli Epperson
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
David R. Hoffpauir
	

	
	
	

	TCB (Turner, Collie & Braden)
	Bruce Davidson
James Wade
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Cindy Gloyna
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas Medical Center
	James W. Sindelar
Bill Wheeler
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Dr. Qisheng Pan
Dr. Lalita Sen
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
David Crawford
	

	
	
	


	Guests
	Contact
	

	City of Houston, Public Works and Engineering, ROWFM
	Howard Hilliard
	

	City of Webster
	Richard Parkin
	

	Cobb, Fendley and Associates, Inc.
	Kathy Chavez
Edgar J. Smith
	

	Conservation Capital
	Ron Sandberg
	

	Contract Land Staff
	Leon Law
Kevin Taliaferro
	

	ESRI Technologies, Inc.
	David Dignum
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
Mosquito Control Division
	Nathan McConnell
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Rebecca Stoneman-Bachtel
	

	Parsons Brinckerhoff
	Laura Marks
	

	US Census Bureau (1-866-511-5822)
	Meredith Gillum
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Review of the April 4 GDC Minutes
	Clarifications on the April 4 minutes:
· Page 5, Paragraph 2, ‘Woolpert’: “HCAD is submitting an RFP for the 2008 oblique imagery”. HCAD is not submitting an RFP but plans to participate in the GDC RFP.
· Page 6, Paragraph 1, ‘STAR*Map Subcommittee’: “The two letter street standard is widely used within 911 dispatch software” should be “is used within some computer aided dispatching software”
· Page 6, Paragraph 3, ‘STAR*Map Subcommittee’: “HEC Road which is in use in an E911 operation” No one uses HEC Road in an E911 operation but the City of Houston.

· Page 10, Paragraph 4, ‘Landiscor Imagery 2007’: “Landiscor started flying 2007 aerials for HCAD”. Landiscor is not flying the imagery for HCAD but for the community.

The April minutes were approved with these changes integrated.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	2010 Census and
LUCA Program Information

LUCA Program
	Meredith Gillum, a Geographer with the US Census Bureau, works out of the Dallas Regional Office.
LUCA (Local Update of Census Addresses) is the first decennial program that the Census Bureau releases for local communities, states, counties, and tribal relations. You can e-mail Meredith with questions: Meredith.L.Gillum@census.gov
	Meredith Gillum
(US Census Bureau)

1-866- 511-5822

	Participant Options
	There are three options for participation in the LUCA program. In Option 1 and 2, participants receive a listing of all residential addresses, which is considered confidential information. These participants must comply with Title 13 USC, guaranteeing confidential treatment of their census materials. A liaison must be appointed, and all individuals with access to the address list must sign a Title 13 Confidentiality Agreement and complete a security checklist. Option 3 participants also require a liaison, but because they only receive a summary count of addresses by Census block, confidentiality requirements do not apply. Regardless of the option selected, all participants must submit a registration form and indicate their preferred format for census materials (i.e., paper versus electronic). Following the receipt of the appropriate forms, materials will be shipped to the liaison.

	

	Materials Received from Census
	Option 1 and 2 LUCA participants receive the Census Address List, the Address Count List, and Census maps available in paper or ESRI shapefile format (in an “all lines” layer). Option 3 participants receive the Address Count List only, as well as the maps. The maps provide a reference for locating and geocoding addresses, and for updating and correcting the respective jurisdiction’s features and boundaries.
	

	
	The Address List contains residential addresses (city-style and noncity-style) and census geography (geocodes, including census tract and block). All lists and maps are available in paper format for jurisdictions with less than 6,000 housing units. The Address Count List is a summary count of your Housing Unit and Group Quarters by Census block. This list is provided in a PIPE-delimited, ASCII format computer readable file.
	

	Updating Your Materials
	Only Option 1 participants may add, delete, or edit any city-style address (for example, 123 Main St.) on the Address list. Non-city style addresses, such as P.O. Boxes or RR addresses, cannot be changed. Option 1 may also challenge the count of addresses in each block in the Address Count List.
	

	
	Option 2 participants cannot make changes to the Address List or Address Count List, and instead submit their own list of addresses within their jurisdiction in the Census Bureau’s predefined format.
	

	
	Option 3 participants are not bound to Title 13 because they do not receive the address list. They do receive a count of addresses by census block. As in Option 2, they submit their own list of addresses within their jurisdiction according to the Census Bureau’s predefined format.
	

	Timeframe for Review
	Participants will have 120 days from when they receive their materials to provide their respective responses. November 19, 2007 is the last day to register in order to receive the full of 120 days to complete your review.
	

	Option Comparison
	LUCA Participation Option Tasks

1

2

3

Requires Title 13 Confidentiality Agreement




Review Census Address List



Update Census Bureau Address List for city-style addresses


Review the Address Count List




Challenge the count of addresses within census blocks 


Update Census Bureau maps or submit digital feature updates




Submit local address list in pre-defined computer-readable format



Review feedback materials




Appeal feedback results



LUCA Participation Option Materials

1

2

3

Census Bureau Address List



Address Count List




Census Bureau maps or digital shapefiles




2010 Census LUCA User Guide




Feedback materials





	

	100% Address Canvassing Operation
	Following the receipt of address and map updates from participants, the Census Bureau will conduct a 100% Address Canvassing Operation (November 2008 to May 2009). The Census Bureau visits each address in each census block during this operation, regardless of whether the jurisdiction participates in LUCA or not, and verifies the updated address list.
	

	Providing Feedback and Appealing the Results
	Once canvassing results are complete, the Census Bureau will post-process all information, compare it to the original LUCA submissions, and generate detailed feedback to all liaisons. Within 30 days of receiving feedback from the Census Bureau, Option 1 and 2 participants may file an appeal regarding their changes within 30 days from receipt of their feedback. Option 3 also receives feedback, but may not lodge an appeal.
	

	Boundary Updates
	If you register to participate in LUCA by October 31, 2007, you can include boundary updates via LUCA instead of providing it separately in the BAS Survey of 2008. The Census Bureau will provide a separate GIS file for use in making boundary updates. Jurisdictions that register by 10/31/07 will be excluded from the 2008 BAS survey.
	

	MTPS Software
	For those who register to receive materials in digital format the Census Bureau will automatically supply the MTPS (Master Address File/TIGER Partnership Software) application that combines addressing and mapping functions. Updates generated from this system will be in the correct format as specified by the Census Bureau. Use of the software is optional, but it can help participants format their data correctly and its use is encouraged.
	

	Timeline
	· July 2007 – January 2008: Census Bureau sends out LUCA invitation letters and registration materials to governments. Governments will have time until December 31, 2007 to register.

· August 2007 – April 2008: LUCA participants have 120 days, if registered before 11/19/2007, to review and update the Census Address List (Option 1) or submit their own address lists (Option 2 and 3) to the Census Bureau’s Regional Office (within 120 days of receipt of materials if you register by 11/19/2007).
	

	
	· August 2007 – November 2007: Conduct LUCA Technical workshops

· April 2008 – October 2008: Census Bureau reviews and processes participant submissions and updates Master Address File and TIGER geographic DB
	

	
	· November 2008 – May 2009: Census Bureau conducts Address Canvassing Operation
· August 2009 – October 2009: Feedback materials sent to LUCA participants

· September 2009 – December 2009 LUCA participants review their feedback materials and Option 1 and 2 participants have 30 days to appeal.

· September 2009 – January 2010: LUCA Appeals Office reviews and adjudicates appeals.
	

	Nominations & Election of New GDC Officers
	The GDC elects new officers (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary) each year in May. They take office in June. Typically the current officers are being nominated to step up one position but that is not obligatory. The GDC was asked to submit nominations. Up to May 4th last minute nominations were submitted.
	All GDC Members

	
	Nominated as Chair for June 2007 - May 2008:

· Thomas Misek, Port of Houston Authority

· Eva Garza, Rice University
· Tanya Nguyen, Houston-Galveston Area Council
· Max Samfield, City of Houston, Planning & Dev.
· Robert LaBarbera, Ft. Bend County Engineer’s Office
Thomas Misek, Tanya Nguyen, and Robert LaBarbera declined their nominations. Eva Garza and Max Samfield accepted their nominations.
	

	
	Nominated as Vice-Chair for June 2007 - May 2008:

· Eva Garza, Rice University
· Mark Hochstein, City of Sugar Land
· Marc Berryman, Greater Harris County 911
All three accepted their nominations.
	

	
	Nominated as Secretary for June 2007 - May 2008:

· Scott Lamon, Harris County Flood Control District
· Jeremy Scott, Texas Department of Transportation
Both accepted their nominations.
	

	e-mail Vote  Result
	With 26 out of 59 organizations present at the GDC meeting, a quorum could not been reached. Voting will be conducted by e-mail.
	

	
	Out of 59 organizations 39 voted. That surpassed the quorum of 30. 23 of the voters were public, 11 private, 3 educational, and 2 non-profit organizations. According to the GDC bylaws public and educational organizations have 2 votes, private and non-profit have 1.
The GDC Chair 2007 – 2008 is Eva Garza, Rice University. She received 40 votes. Max Samfield, City of Houston Planning & Development received 23 votes.
The Vice Chair 2007 – 2008 is Mark Hochstein, City of Sugar Land with 27 votes. Eva Garza achieved 23 votes for the vice chair position.14 votes were cast for Marc Berryman, Greater Harris County 911, as the vice chair. 
The Secretary 2007 – 2008 position will go to Jeremy Scott from Texas Department of Transportation with 35 votes. Scott Lamon from Harris County Flood Control District received 28 votes.
	

	GDC Bylaws Review Subcommittee Status
	For data sharing purposes a metadata catalogue will be published listing the type of data and the contact hosting and providing the data. The GDC bylaws will accommodate the data sharing component. Different types of permanent subcommittees will be included in the bylaws by mentioning their focus on aerial imagery, technical issues, policy issues, and education and training, but not defining them in detail. The Education & Training subcommittee has been established. A tiered membership with basic and add-on components was discussed but not seen as preferable. Roger Forshee suggested a combination of GDC membership and STAR*Map maintenance subscription. This would distribute the cost of STAR*Map maintenance to all members and increase the annual fee. All GDC members would then receive the STAR*Map update on a regular basis. The price would remain stable because STAR*Map is in control of H-GAC. Other license renewals and cooperative purchases are more difficult to handle and uncontrollable if combined with the membership as vendors and pricing and rules might change.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	STAR*Map Subcommittee Status
	The STAR*Map subcommittee agreed on several attribute additions or changes:

· Street type prefixes N, S, E, and W are only allowed for directional designations North, South, East, West.
· “Add_Date” will date stamp all entries

· GDC road classification (GDC_Class) changed: For “Unaddressed” you now have Parking, Driveway, Access, and Alley. Proposed. For “Addressed” the selection is Private, Local, Collector, HOV, Highway; Major, Ramp.
· Optional attribute fields are the lowest even-numbered potential address range attribute for the right side of the street centerline ” LOWER_R”, the lowest odd-numbered potential address range “LOWER_L” for the left, the highest potential even-numbered “UPPER_R” for the right, and highest potential odd-numbered actual address “UPPER_L” for the left.

· Required fields are the lowest even-numbered actual address range for the right side of the street centerline “A_LOW_R”, the lowest odd-numbered for the left “A_LOW_L”, the highest even-numbered actual address range “A-U-PR” for the right side of the street centerline, and “A_UP_L” for the left.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(COH, P & D)

Marc Berryman
(Greater Harris County 911)

	
	· “Name” is the legal street name not including prefix, street type, or suffix.

· When a centerline divides two jurisdictions, such as two cities or a city and county, the correct jurisdictional entity is being entered: “City_Right” or “City_Left”.

· “Editor” is for the initials of the person who added or changed the centerline.

Marc Berryman will fine tune the document and send out the final version to the GDC for approval. He will also send out a PPT file showing the old standards vs. new. Fardosht completed the new STAR*Map data model that will be used to fix issues with the old one and will start developing the application based on it. He will make sure attributes will be mapped from the current to the new model. The tool H-GAC currently uses will be impacted if attribute fields are being changed. If you update STAR*Map continue capturing data in the old model until the new data model is available. Fardosht will make sure that data is being migrated over to the new data model through SQL commands. There will be various repositories for all the updates. When H-GAC releases newly added records they will need to migrate those into the enhanced STAR*Map version. A process will be established. The new tool will be web-based on ArcGIS Server 9.2. It will likely take several months and a few versions until the STAR*Map update is completed.
	

	STAR*Map Maintenance Status
	A total of 4,565 changes has been added to the second quarter STAR*Map release since April 1. 470 new roads were added. 4,095 road segments were spatially modified or their attributes were updated. The second quarter release will be mailed out the week of July 2.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee
	The Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee will hold the first meeting mid May.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Day Status
	The selection of the venue for the GIS Day 2007 has been narrowed down to HCC West Loop Campus, Texas Southern University, and University of Houston Main Campus. The GIS Day Subcommittee members will tour all three locations. For details contact Christina Dischinger. In the next meeting the location will be chosen.
	Maria Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	infoUSA Status
	The infoUSA contract has been finalized. Data will be delivered within the next few weeks. The one year license for the data will count from the day when data has been received.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Training
	H-GAC will host the ArcGIS Server 9.2 training but still cannot provide a firm date. Contract issues with ESRI in San Antonio have been resolved. Earliest possible training date will be June. The ArcGIS Server 9.2 training will be repeated in September.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Other Issues
	Grant sent the second hard drive with the latest aerial imagery 2006 updates to Google.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Kucera will send the free plots to Grant and Grant will distribute them to each imagery partner as he receives them.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	City of Houston Jobs
	City of Houston, Planning & Development is looking to hire a Developer, a GIS Consultant, and a Senior GIS Analyst. All three positions will be posted on the City of Houston job site.
	Max Samfield
(COH, P&D)

	
	Public Works and Engineering, Right-of-Way & Fleet Maintenance (ROWFM), IT Section is hiring a GIS Analyst. This position will also be posted on the City of Houston job site.
	Howard Hilliard
(COH, PWE, ROWFM)

	Harris County Jobs
	Andre Bally announced three openings becoming available at Harris County Engineer’s Office: a Spatial Data Analyst, a GIS Cartographer, and a DBA.
	Andre Bally
(Harris County Engineer’s Office)

	
	Claunch & Miller is looking to replace a GIS Manager position. Nick Popovich will work leave Claunch & Miller to work for ESRI.
	Doug Wilson
(Claunch & Miller)

	
	Thomas Misek is leaving the Port of Houston Authority. His position as a GIS Supervisor will become available immediately.
	Thomas Misek
(PoHA)

	
	GIS job offers should be e-mailed to Richard at HCCS. He will match them up with their graduates’ profiles.
	Richard DeBose
(HCCS)

	
	David suggested e-mailing the GIS job offers to Mark Hochstein at the City of Sugar Land. Mark will add the job offers to the HAAUG website for free.
	David Dignum
(ESRI)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, June 6, 2007
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