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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, April 5, 2006, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Baytown
	Malcolm Swinney
Dennis Wells
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
Helvia Quinones
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Alice Hung
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
Joe Sherwin
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	Civil Tech Engineering, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Laura Marks
	

	
	
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Nicholas Popovich
Doug Wilson
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Kyle A. Bertrand
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Economic Development Council
	Mary A. Doetterl
George Culver
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Harris County 9-1-1
	Marc Berryman
Michelle Manual
	

	
	
	

	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Andre C. Bally
Samuel Garcia
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Metro
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Grant Garrison
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Tim Neeley
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	Brandon Copeland
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
Brian L. Long
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Eric Douglas
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 9-1-1
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
	

	PBS & J (Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan), Inc.
	Jeff Scarborough
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Evan Bartlett
Malcolm Wardlaw
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
Salih Hakan Can
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of State Health Services
	Cindy Tuttle
	

	Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
	Kathy DeBettencourt
	

	Texas Southern University (TSU)
	Mustapha Beydoun
Dr. Qisheng Pan
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
Deborah Pattison
	

	
	
	

	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Jackie Smith (HCAD)

	03-01-2006 GDC Minutes Review
	The March 1, 2006, minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Jackie Smith (HCAD)

	Key Maps Grid Agreement
	Bob Abbott, President of Key Maps, informed that the Key Maps License Agreement was established years ago to allow public organizations within the GDC using the Key Maps grid in combination with Star*Map internally or exchanging it with other agencies in the public sector. Key Maps wants to protect the Key Maps grid, which is a proprietary data file, and the basemap. In the past, most public agencies were using the Star*Map only internally without distributing it to outside agencies. Public agencies wanted to be able to attach the Key Maps grid designation to their data and distribute this data to other agencies and to groups. The license agreement was amended to permit that. Any public entity signing the agreement can use the grid freely as long as they are using it in combination with the Star*Map database. Allowed uses are: internal agency use, sharing among public sector organizations, attaching Key Maps designation data sets in combination with the Star*Map (either geographic data sets or data points), and distributing to contractors and to the public. (See also March GDC minutes, pages 4 and 5.) Star*Map cannot be distributed together with the Key Maps grid. Key Maps does not want the public to use the grid which they see as confidential. Data sets with information containing the Key Maps designation can be distributed. Star*Map itself with the Key Maps grid overlay can only be used internally. For example, HCAD has used the Key Maps grid to assign work to the appraisers. Maps with the grid designation and with parcels are only used internally but the map for the public and the courts shows the Key Maps grid. This is allowed under the agreement as long as the Key Maps copyright appears at the bottom. Using the grid on the Internet to publish information requires written consent from Key Maps. Key Maps wants to review requests on a case by case basis. Key Maps has given permission to internal web applications in a separate agreement and charges for the permission. It is relatively inexpensive. The grid has not changed since 1997/1998.
	Bob Abbott (Key Maps)

	
	When you sign on to the agreement with Key Maps it is from the date you sign on. It is an annual renewable license. If you sign up in the middle of the contract you have the rest of the term left. Lease renewal is in September 2006. Issues should go through Bob Abbott and Grant Garrison and be addressed in the summer because adding legal language to the agreement is lengthy and has to go through both sets of attorneys.
	

	Mobile Video and ACA Oblique Imagery Presentation
	George Donatello is from TEAM Consulting. They promote new technology to businesses in the appraisal and assessment field. Robert Burd is the CEO at Mobile Video Services, Inc., in Kansas City. Bob Rolfe is Senior Director of Marketing at ACA (Aerial Cartographics of America) in Orlando. ACA is the US headquarters for MultiVision (MultiVision - Oblique Imagery on Demand). MultiVision is a multidimensional oblique aerial imagery software database and viewer. MultiVision uses oblique imagery, GIS, and existing true orthorectified photos. With the MultiVision software the client owns the data. Aerial photography of 4”, 6”, 9”, and 12” resolution are the sizes MultiVision can provide. They also can provide LiDAR and new orthos if needed.
	George Donatello (TEAM Consulting)
Robert Bird
(Mobile Video Services, Inc.)
Bob Rolfe
(ACA, Aerial Cartographics of America)

	
	Mobile Video (MVD) uses a van equipped with the MultiVision oblique photos (pre-flown and processed), computers, and digital camera. MVD local field software collects 3-5 M pixel photos for each address and brings it into the office. Verified street addresses are being used based on any standard the client wants to use. Verification results from physically looking at the building onsite and checking the address. Mobile Video provides an XY coordinate of each property. The client determines the location of the coordinates within the parcel. The parcel ID will be tied to that XY coordinate which in turn ties into addresses and everything else that will be requested by the client. Existing building sketches can be georeferenced out of the client’s building system during the field collection. All appraisal data that can be seen will be verified. Using the MultiVision oblique photos from ACA, a 360 degree view around the property can identify and pick up missing features.
	

	
	MVD then selects the image that represents the best value of each property. Incorrect elements in the data (site address, map points) will be corrected.
	

	
	MVD provides secondary addressing services, especially for 911, exact resolution and address, street level view, building access points for large multiple high-rise condominiums, mobile home parks and commercial properties. They verify and correct street center lines. Other features like towers, billboards, fire hydrants, street signs, bus stops are being identified, also unlicensed businesses for the purpose of filing of property tax. MVD creates a structure inventory by physical inspection onsite, review of building sketches, and georeferencing for use in the office. MVD pricing is competitive at less than $4 per parcel.
	

	
	Back in the office, using the ACA’s oblique photos in the MultiVision software allows locating any object from multiple viewpoints, then verifying and measuring it, and retrieving of any spatial or GIS information, importing of GIS layers, annotations, building of separate files for additional analysis and use. All obliques are seamless, geocoded with DTM (ortho). MultiVision can create a 3D model which can be exported as a shape file into any 3D Viewer and used with an aerial orthorectified photo.
	

	
	The three vendors (Mobile Video, ACA, and TEAM Consulting) came to HCAD with a proposal to do a pilot area (ACA oblique images and the MobileVideo verification at the street view from a van). After much negotiation, MDV is going to verify addresses, both HCAD and Star*Map, and property in a 40,000 mi2 pilot area of Harris County. Part of the pilot is for ACA to fly 50 mi2 of Harris county to get oblique photos for use with the MultiVision software.
	

	
	Grant will post the Oblique Imagery PowerPoint Presentation to the H-GAC Internet.
	

	Final GDC Bylaws Draft
	With the new bylaws, voting rights have been expanded to include private and non-profit entities. Private and non-profit organizations will have one vote, public and educational two votes. The quorum will be a simple majority. Jackie Smith made a motion that public and educational entities vote on accepting the new bylaws. Tom Misek seconded the motion. All entities eligible to vote unanimously accepted the motion. Paper ballots were handed out. With 19 organizations (public and educational) present and eligible to vote, a quorum was established. All 19 organizations voted in favor of accepting the new bylaws. No nay votes were cast.
	Tom Misek (POHA) Jackie Smith (HCAD)

	Star*Map Status
	The last week of March H-GAC distributed the 1st quarter 2006 Star*Map CD release. This release includes a total of 26,932 changes, 16,003 of which are new road segments. 1,538 new road segments were added to the previously existing counties. Newly added Waller County had 4,022 and Liberty County 10,443 new road segments. 10,884 segments were either spatially corrected or attributes were modified or corrected. The 12,341 changes to address points were either adding new points or changing attributes in existing points. The 2nd quarter CD release will be completed by the end of June 2006 and distributed to Star*Map maintenance subscribers the first week of July.
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)
Wenge Fu (H-GAC)

	2006 Digital OrthoPhotography Status
	Orthorectification has begun on 1’ and 6” resolution aerials. First deliveries will start late April or at the beginning of May with the far East of the project area completed first. Grant presented a sample digital unrectified raw image 1’ TIFF image (330 MB). The raw digital image showed a quality almost as good as the 6” film from 2004. The vendor will provide a rectified sample for both 1’ and 6” within the next two to three weeks for the Aerial Review Subcommittee. Samples will be reviewed for accuracy, tonal changes, and contrast. The review committee will provide feedback to the vendor. Kucera will finish the project by the end of August.
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)

	GO!Sync Status
	Bulk edit and synchronizing issues have not been resolved to H-GAC’s satisfaction. Issues are related to the network and O/S. Grant Garrison and Wenge Fu are still working with the vendor to resolve these issues.
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)
Wenge Fu (H-GAC)

	infoUSA Database Status
	The infoUSA database is a leased data set. The lease is being renewed annually. infoUSA provides the database as a DBase (.dbf) table with already pre-geocoded latitude and longitude fields. infoUSA uses multiple sources to compile the attribute data. H-GAC distributed infoUSA business database CDs to all GDC members who contributed/participated in the infoUSA database purchase. The household data will be available within the next few weeks. For the household data recipients will have to sign a waiver. This is to prevent solicitation and other inappropriate use. The infoUSA database is licensed to the GDC as a whole. Grant will bring waiver forms and CDs to the next GDC meeting for the household database. infoUSA suggests retiring the data if it is not being
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)

	
	renewed annually. Data changes so often that it becomes obsolete. Grant will invite InfoUSA to the next GDC meeting to elaborate on the sources they use for their data and on the limitations of the use.
	

	GIS Training Class Status
	· An ESRI ArcSDE Administration for Oracle class is being offered at H-GAC from April 17 to 21. This is a 5-day training class by an ESRI instructor. Cost is $1,999.00 per person. Participants do not have to be GCD members to attend.
· Another ESRI training class “Extending ArcGIS Desktop Applications” will be offered in late May or early June. This 3-day training will be about customizing and programming of ArcGIS. Cost will be $1,299 per person. Please let Grant Garrison know if you are interested in this training class.
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)

	Other and/or Additional Business
	· The UH of Houston Downtown will host the GIS Day Volunteers Kick-Off Meeting on Tuesday, April 18, 2006 at 2:30 pm at the Harris County Engineer’s Office, Administration Building, 1001 Preston Avenue, 7th Floor, in the Large Conference Room, Engineering Division. Sam Garcia is the chair and primary contact.
	Sam Garcia (HC PID)

	
	· The latest ArcUser Magazine features an article on the Houston Area GIS Day 2005. A copy of this article is posted on the bottom of the GDC website and was handed out during the meeting.
	Maria Vera (TranStar)

	
	· The next Houston Area Arc Users Group Meeting has been scheduled for May 18, 2006, from 4:30 to 6:30 pm at H-GAC, 3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor Conference Room A. Brig Bowles of ESRI will provide some information about “What’s New in ArcSDE 9.2”, and cover the new file-based Geodatabase.
	Mark Hochstein
(Sugar Land)

	
	· The National American Water Resources Association (AWRA) GIS Specialty Conference will be held from May 8 to 10 in Houston at the Renaissance Hotel in the Greenway Plaza area. This is a 3-day conference with 40 sessions, cost is $390.00: www.awra.org/meetings/Houston2006
	Brandon Grimm (Grounds Anderson)

	
	
	

	
	· The one-year term of service for all three GDC Officers: Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary is almost up. New GDC officers will be nominated and elected at the next GDC meeting, May 3rd. GDC members were asked to nominate somebody for each position (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary). Suggestions and feedback should go to Robert LaBarbera, Jackie Smith, Tom Misek, or Grant Garrison.
	Grant Garrison (H-GAC)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, May 3, 2006
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