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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, January 4, 2006, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Andrew Lonnie Sikes, Inc.
	Andy Sikes
	

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of State Health Services
	Rich Ann Baetz
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Baytown
	Malcolm Swinney
Dennis Wells
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
Helvia Quinones
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Alice Hung
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Randall Talbott
	

	
	
	

	City of La Porte
	Brian Sterling
Isaac Rodriguez
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose

Joe Sherwin
	

	
	
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	Civil Tech Engineering, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Laura Marks
	

	
	
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Nicholas Popovich

Doug Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks

Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Economic Development Council
	Mary A. Doetterl
George Culver
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Ronald Drachenberg
Robert LaBarbera
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Michelle Manual
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jim Ludtke
Jackie Smith
	

	
	
	

	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Andre C. Bally
Samuel Garcia
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Robert Cavazos
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
Dr. John Speer
	

	
	
	

	Houston Metro
	John Labio

Scott Newton
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Max Samfield
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Tim Neeley
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	Brandon Copeland
George Culver
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
Brian L. Long
	

	
	
	

	Magellan K12
	Eric Douglas
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J (Post, Buckley, Schuh & Jernigan), Inc.
	Jeff Scarborough

Chavonne Slovak
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek

Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Evan Bartlett
Malcolm Wardlaw
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
Salih Hakan Can
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Dan Ammons


	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Mustapha Beydoun
Dr. Qisheng Pan
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz

Erik O”Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
Deborah Pattison
	

	
	
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Robert LaBarbera, Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	Review of the
Dec. 7, 2005 Minutes
	The December 7, 2005, minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	Star*Map
(Street Centerline/ Addressing Database)
	Quarterly Release Status Report
The fourth quarter 2005 Star*Map CD release was completed the last week of December. CDs will be mailed out on January 5. This release includes 16,700 changes in total. 1,865 are new road segments, 14,787 are changes or updates to road segments either spatial/geographical modifications or attribute changes in the database table, and 48 are split arcs. The street type field has been changed from 255 characters to 5 characters and one of the abbreviations was changed to “TOLL”. The table structure (schema) of the Star*Map had no major changes.
2006 Release Schedule:

· First quarter: complete end of March 2006, distribution first week of April 2006

· Second quarter: complete end of June 2006, distribution first week of July 2006

· Third quarter: complete end of September 2006, distribution first week of October 2006
· Fourth quarter: complete end of December 2006, distribution first week of January 2007
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Aerial Imagery and Remote Sensing
	2006 Aerial Imagery Contract/Project Status
Final details have been worked out and the contract was approved. Final delivery has been set to September 1, 2006. H-GAC will pay the vendor a $50,000 mobilization fee in advance. The method used by some organizations is to tie their funds to specific deliverables, but most organizations will pay upon delivery and approval of the imagery. Earlier payment by GDC member organizations is possible. All participants are asked to reference an invoice number or purchase order number on their checks to ensure the amount is credited to the correct account at the H-GAC. A map with the flight lines was handed out. Digital capturing will be done in an area of approximately 7,500 mi2 at 1ft resolution. For a smaller area of 350 mi2, traditional film capturing will be done at 6” resolution. The digital sensor will arrive January 4 at Hooks Airport and calibration and configuration of the camera is planned for January 5 and 6. Digital capturing flights will start East to West and be completed within eight sessions or two weeks.
	Max Samfield
(H-GAC)

	
	One session is comparable to a day. Traditional film will be flown with a separate plane based out of Sugar Land Municipal Airport. The plane will arrive on January 9th or 10th. The area for film will be captured in one or two days going West to East as a significant portion of the 6” imagery is in the Western area of the total project: Sugar Land, Missouri City, and West University Place. Grant will provide an update at the next GDC meeting on February 1st. A raw image sample might be available then for quality review. TIFF image sizes will be 330 MB per lambert/image for the 1ft resolution. For all 7,500 mi2 an estimated 700 GB of disk space will be required to store the entire project area. An additional 25% of disk space should be added for ArcSDE storage of the imagery due to pyramiding. Grant recommended everybody to reserve one terabyte of disk space overall if using ArcSDE to store all the images for the entire project area. Lamberts will be quartered for the 6” resolution as TIFFs with each quarter about 350 MB. A complete lambert might add up to 1.5 GB for the 6” capturing. The raw TIFFs for 6” resolution will require about 75 GB to 100 GB to store all the 6” images for the entire project area. Deliveries of data from the vendor should begin by early May 2006.  Final delivery of all the data will be by September 2006.  Organizations who have not sent their “Letter of Commitment” yet were asked do submit them as soon as possible. The images will be delivered in both MrSID and TIFF formats.
	

	Remote Data Exchange TAC
	GO!Sync Client Status
20 Go!Sync licenses have been acquired at the grandfathering price ($800/Edit or $400/View) for:
· City of Houston, Emergency Center
1 Edit

· H-GAC, Data Services
2 Edit
· H-GAC, Public Services
8 Edit
· City of Houston PWE (Al Ziainia)
1 Edit
· Greater Harris County 911
1 Edit

· Harris County Appraisal District
1 Edit
· Harris County Flood Control District
1 Edit
· Harris County ITC
1 Edit
· Harris County PID
1 Edit
· Houston TranStar
1 View
· LJA Engineering
1 View

· Rice University
1 View
After December 31st a GO!Sync Edit license will be $2,200 and a GO!Sync View license will be $1618. H-GAC is currently working with Tadpole to replace the old GO!Sync Administrator computer with a new one.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	A reconfiguration is required in order to migrate to the new computer. After the migration, which will take about two weeks, clients will be contacted for configuration of their computers for GO!Sync. Grant will contact all GO!Sync clients and ensure that they have their GO!Sync application implemented by end January or early February.
	

	GIS Training
	ESRI GIS Training Courses
· Grant decided to offer separate ArcSDE Administration classes one for Oracle and one for SQL Server because the idea of a hybrid class was not well received by those interested in ArcSDE Administration training.

· ArcSDE Administration for Oracle will be offered, at the end of February. It is a five day training to learn implementing and administering ArcSDE. Cost will be $2,000 per person/student. Database (Oracle) platform knowledge is a prerequisite for attendance. Course details are available on the ESRI website: ArcSDE Administration for Oracle
· www.TeachMeGIS.com is offering an “Introduction ArcIMS” training class in January.  Also LandWorks and Tobin are offering “Introduction to ArcGIS” training classes. They all are ESRI Authorized Training Partners (ATP’s).
· Four members showed interest in the “Customizing ArcIMS with ArcXML” training class, but seven students are needed to make a class. This course will be offered in late May or early June if enough people show interest.  
· Grant (grant.garrison@h-gac.com) should be contacted if there is interest in any of these courses or any other GIS courses you might be interested in.
· ESRI Virtual Campus has some free introductory classes. The first module is free and the full course is usually only around $100.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	InfoUSA Business and Household Data Lease Renewal
	Status Report
Approval for the InfoUSA Renewal Contract will be received at the next H-GAC Board of Directors Meeting on January 17, 2006. Members should request their InfoUSA data from H-GAC by the end of January 2006. Members who are using the data should consider increasing their contribution for the next renewal (next year 2007).
	Max Samfield
(H-GAC)

	
	
	

	Other and/or Additional Business
	Handling of Star*Map Requests Workload
Jackie suggested a Star*Map hotline with an announcement “these messages are checked nightly or weekly” to alleviate some of the order filling work currently being done by the H-GAC. Another way of dealing with requests would be a link on H-GAC’s website leading to a Star*Map website with a Star*Map request form to be filled out. Payment would be through credit card online. Max will consult with the H-GAC webmaster.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	
	A standard form could also be e-mailed upon request. Grant suggested a possible download of the Star*Map software directly from the website in the near future without going through the creation of a CD.
	

	
	Subcommittee “Policy for Star*Map Distribution to Educational Institutions”
H-GAC has provided educational institutions copies of the Star*Map in the past free of charge and will continue to do so when schools or universities request a copy. H-GAC will continue providing a single copy to a school (as requested by a school administrator or instructor), but not to each individual student.
	Tom Misek (POHA)

	
	Update on Subcommittee “Bylaw Revision”
Eva Garza, Max Samfield, Paul Ullman, and Tom Misek will meet Wednesday, January 11 at H-GAC to review the GDC Bylaws. They will submit their results at the next GCD meeting. Max Samfield (max.samfield@h-gac.com) and/or Tom Misek should be contacted with any concerns or items that should be discussed in the subcommittee. Every organization will issue a new authorization form under the provision of the revised bylaws once they are completed in the near future.
	Tom Misek (POHA)

	
	Update on “GIS Presentation at UH-D”
A GIS Presentation has been scheduled for Friday 13, 2006 between 9:00 am and 12:00 pm, at the UH-Downtown for Dr. Gomez-Rivas and other instructors (about 20 people).  Different uses of GIS will be discussed and GIS one-on-one presentations will follow. Everybody interested in presenting or participating should contact Maria Vera at TranStar.
	Maria Vera (TranStar)
Tom Misek (POHA)

	
	GIS Day Chair Presentation
This past year Maria Cristela Vera was the chair person for the GIS Day. GDC presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation for her excellent work. A new GIS Day chair will be required. Maria tentatively scheduled the GIS Day Wrap Up Meeting for Friday 20, 2006.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County)

	
	Data Sharing
H-GAC has collected contact information and e-mail addresses from every GDC member to be able to share data. Contact data has been posted to H-GAC’s GDC webpage. Fort Bend County is building an FTP site to allow downloads for each file individually.
	Robert LaBarbera
(Fort Bend County

	
	Staff Changes at H-GAC
Luke Chuang, Chief GIS Analyst and ArcSDE DBA, will leave H-GAC effective January 12, 2006. He will be working with Harris County Engineer’s Office. Jingke Chen (jingke.chen@h-gac.com) will replace Luke in his position at H-GAC.
	Max Samfield
(H-GAC)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 10:30 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, February 1, 2006
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