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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, April 4, 2007, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Burditt Consultants, LLC
	Paul Howard
John Ross
	

	
	
	

	CenterPoint Energy
	Cindi Salas
John Chambers
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Fardosht Amirpanahi
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Erik Schenck 
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
	Annie Ding
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Cypress Creek Emergency Management Services
	Toivo Sari
Dan Shelor
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Barkley Peschel
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Greg Platek
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Emergency Services District 7
	Alan D. Lankford
Tim Highley
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
Mosquito Control Division
	Christina Hailey Dischinger
Stefan Nawrocki
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	HNTB Corporation
	Jeff Scarborough
Heather Standley
	

	
	
	

	Houston Advanced Research Center
	Mustapha Beydoun
Will Alvis
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
	

	Houston Fire Department
	James Hugo
Adrian Trevino
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Steven Perry
Lance LaCour
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	Mapping Solutions, Inc.
	Jeff Schiel
Tim York
	

	
	
	

	Magellan Consulting, Inc.
	Virginia Appl
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J
	Timothy P. Ledet
Gray Rackley
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Bryan Hassin
Kraettli Epperson
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
David R. Hoffpauir
	

	
	
	

	TCB (Turner, Collie & Braden)
	Bruce Davidson
James Wade
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas Medical Center
	James W. Sindelar
Bill Wheeler
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Dr. Qisheng Pan
Dr. Lalita Sen
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
David Crawford
	

	
	
	


	Guests
	Contact
	

	City of Webster
	Richard Parkin
	

	ESRI Technologies, Inc.
	David Dignum
Pamela Kersh
	

	Grounds Anderson, LLC
	Brandon Grimm
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Bill Bass
Wenge Fu
Sharon Ju
Shyla Liebscher
	

	Houston Independent School District
	Max Beauregard
	

	Parsons Brinckerhoff
	Laura Marks
	

	Stewart Geo Technologies
	Roger L. Stack
	

	Texas Transportation Institute
The Texas A & M University System
	Khaled Hamad
Nicholas A. Koncz
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	Jackie Smith, Harris County Appraisal District, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Review of the
March 7 GDC Minutes
	On page 4 of the April 4 meeting minutes, Item “Presentation MAPPS et al. vs. FARC”, first paragraph, third sentence “A bill currently pending  [..] limit distribution …to either surveyors or surveyors and engineers” should read: ..”to either surveyors or architects and engineers”. With this correction the minutes were adopted.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	GDC Bylaws Review
Subcommittee
	The subcommittee met on March 27 at H-GAC. Grant was selected as the chair and Robert LaBarbera as the secretary. Preliminary discussions started. Data sharing will be defined more clearly without being too specific about technologies. The subcommittee identified a need to establish several permanent subcommittees for recurring issues: STAR*Map, Aerial Imagery, Data Purchasing, Educational Issues, and GIS Day. GIS Day as a standing subcommittee could transfer into the Educational Issues subcommittee. The mission statement might be changed slightly. Membership and the membership fee increase will be discussed in the next meeting. Grant will provide an update at the May GDC.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS/CAMA Conference
Las Vegas

CAMA Conference
	The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO) and the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA) hosted the 11th Annual Conference for Professionals in Assessment, Appraisal, Assessment Administration, and Information Technology called “Integrating GIS & CAMA (Computer Aided Mass Appraisal) 2007 Conference” in Las Vegas, March 4 to 7. Organizations met to survey the integration of mass appraisal of properties with their Geographic Information Systems.
Jackie spoke to Oblique Imagery/Photography vendors at the conference:
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Pictometry
	· Pictometry’s image library is built proprietary and you cannot take out images to build your own. Pictometry provides oblique imagery but also orthophotography. The orthophotos are being produced almost as a byproduct. They are not the quality Kucera provided. Images are tiled but not mosaicked. The resolution is acceptable.
	

	MulitiVision
	· MultiVision has an imagery processing technology similar to Pictometry. They created imagery in the pilot area Port of Houston, Downtown, Heights, and Midtown for HCAD. HCAD will discontinue using the
	

	
	MultiVision software. Pictometry filed a lawsuit against Aerial Cartographics of America. The lawsuit alleges that ACA and Ofek through the Ofek product MultiVision, are infringing upon a patent owned by Pictometry covering its aerial imaging technology. The suit seeks injunctive relief to prohibit ACA and Ofek from infringing Pictometry’s patent and unspecified monetary damages. MultiVision might not stay in business.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Woolpert
	Woolpert is new on the market offering a different type of oblique. HCAD wants to be able to create a mosaic of obliques the same way as with the orthophotos and that is possible with Woolpert’s technology. HCAD is submitting an RFP for the 2008 oblique imagery purchase and will make sure Woolpert receives an invitation to bid. …” HCAD is not submitting an RFP but plans to participate in the GDC RFP.
	

	Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee
	Grant will schedule the Aerial Imagery Review Subcommittee kickoff meeting for the first week of May. The subcommittee will consider the interest of most organizations in orthophotography but will also include an oblique imagery component in the RFP. The RFP for the 2008 aerial imagery acquisition has to be ready by the beginning of August 2007 for vendors to be able to provide their proposals by mid September. The committee will need a month to evaluate the proposals.
Robert LaBarbera mentioned that oblique imagery providers are not emphasizing horizontal accuracy with the orthoimagery they produce. The subcommittee will be specific about defining the accuracy in the RFP. Jackie will provide her expertise on oblique imagery. The subcommittee will also get in touch with David Arnold from Galveston County Appraisal District who has been using oblique imagery for a few years now. Pictometry provides orthoimagery as a byproduct of the obliques they produce. They might be able to modify their process in collecting the orthoimagery to ensure greater horizontal accuracy. The RFP could be a multi-vendor solution. It is not definitive that Pictometry must be chosen as the provider for the orthoimagery should they win the contract for the obliques. The subcommittee will discuss the various options.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	Robert LaBarbera, Mark Hochstein, Jackie Smith, and Grant Garrison announced they will be part of the subcommittee. The commitment to the subcommittee will be for the whole year and very intense for four or five months when formulating the RFP, evaluating proposals, and selecting the vendor. The commitment continues as imagery is being delivered. Contact Grant if you want to join this subcommittee.
	

	STAR*Map Subcommittee
	Category fields, names, and types have been standardized. There is still some discussion about street types and ranges. The two letter street standard is widely used within 911 dispatch software is used within some computer aided dispatching software. STAR*Map uses four letters for street types. Mapping Solutions can adapt their software package to the three letter standard but adjusted to the E911.
A new address will be assigned every 12.5 feet, this will allow one even side address and one odd side address every 25 feet of roadway centerline. CenterPoint standard is four addresses for every 52 feet. The City of Houston will adapt to USPS standards as much as possible and publish a comprehensive list of reserved words that cannot be used as part of the street names by developers. Most roadway centerlines will have addresses attached except interstate highways, frontage roads, roads adjacent to interstate highways, and divided roadways. An “Unknown” address will be four spaces and not zero.
Fardosht will see if he can migrate attribute values from Houston Emergency Center’s road mapping system “HEC Road” which is in use in an E911 operation, into STAR*Map where applicable. Currently HEC Road is superior to STAR*Map in accuracy.
The subcommittee is considering adding additional address range fields for the actual address to accommodate actual address ranges. The GDC road classification code field was “H-GAC_CFCC” and now is “GDC_Class”. The subcommittee proposed adding attribute values to the classification field to identify segments that represent parking, driveways, or entrances. They added an attribute value “collector” for collector streets.
The statewide E911 addressing geodatabase model was partially based on the original STAR*Map. Most of the STAR*Map content is in the statewide E911 data model. The statewide model has some state specific attributes and 20+ classifications for the road segments. Nearly every field that is being used in the STAR*Map meets state standard. The field names are different. The State may have four attributes or address ranges where STAR*Map has eight. End users are able to select what is suitable for their operation. Every field in STAR*Map can be mapped to the statewide E911 data model.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(COH, P & D)

	
	Marc Berryman completed the STAR*Map standards document. It needs to be reviewed by the subcommittee further. When the review is completed, Fardosht will send the final STAR*Map standards document to Hilde for distribution to the GDC. In the meantime Fardosht will start developing the application to enhance the address ranges.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(COH, P & D)

	STAR*Map Status
	The first quarter STAR*Map 2007 release will be distributed by Thursday April 5th to maintenance subscribers. 15,467 changes have been integrated. 2,000 of the changes are new road segments that have been added, 13,467 are geospatial modifications to roads or their attributes. Most of the updates were for Galveston, Brazoria, and Montgomery counties.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Day Status
	The next GIS Day meeting is Thursday, April 19, 2:00 pm at HCPHES Mosquito Control Office, 3330 Old Spanish Trail, Building D. Contact Christina Dischinger, Grant Garrison, or Maria Vera, if you have questions.
	Maria Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	infoUSA Status
	Previously infoUSA provided one form that needed to be signed. Now H-GAC needs to sign three. In prior years infoUSA was more flexible with the wording of their terms and conditions. Their licensing scheme has changed. H-GAC wanted to make sure that the terms and conditions include language that the data is for the use by GDC members. The infoUSA sales representative had to get some approvals from her management to include GDC in the terms and conditions. The amendment to the agreement is being finalized. Grant expects to receive the business and consumer data by the end of April.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Training
	Grant anticipates the ArcGIS Server 9.2 training to be delayed until May. ESRI training so far had been purchased through the Texas State DIR contract. Rules have changed and ESRI training is no longer included in the DIR agreement. Grant is establishing a formal agreement with ESRI (San Antonio office). This has taken longer than expected. H-GAC renovations also have an effect on the training date as the training room will be used to accommodate staff while their cubicles are being remodeled.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	
	City of Houston is building a training facility at the Planning & Development department. Max can make the training room at the City available as an alternate location. The City of Houston purchased 100 units of service from ESRI through the ESRI Enterprise Advantage Program (EEAP), which can be used for
	Max Samfield
(COH, P&D)

	
	consulting, training, premium support, and other ESRI services. The City will use the units mainly for training. ESRI would be able to establish a contract for the GDC to cooperatively purchase blocks of training time through the EEAP or other packaged services. A Training Subcommittee will be established to research these and other options. E-mail Grant if interested in being part of this subcommittee.
	Max Samfield
(COH, P&D)

	HCCS - GIS
	HCCS created a GIS certificate program targeting individuals entering the GIS market affiliated with companies in real estate, geology or other fields, or individuals who want a simple set of GIS courses to supplement their GIS training. Classes are starting this summer.
	Richard DeBose
(HCCS)

	
	The “GIS Marketable Skills Award (MSA)” requires completion of three core courses and can be achieved within two semesters. Credits can be applied towards the HCCS “AAS in GIS” degree.

1. Core Course #1
GIS 1411 - Introduction to GIS/GPS: “Hands on” survey of the leading industry GIS software using Houston area data sets. Students will work with STAR*Map and HCAD parcel data.

2. Core Course #2
GIS 1401 - Cartography and Geography in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and Global Positioning Systems (GPS): Introduction to map design, geodatabase design, and global positioning systems.
3. Core Course #3: two options are available
(a)
GIS 2401 - Principles of Data Acquisition, Conversion, and Management:
Students implement a server based GIS solution for managing metro parcel data sets.

(b)
GIS 2411 - GIS Applications - Workplace GIS: Houston area professionals assign applied exercises in spatial statistics, network analysis, 3-D visualization, and web-based GIS.
	

	
	For details contact Richard DeBose at:

HCCS, GIS Department
Scarcella Science and Technology Center
Room E120, 10141
Cash Road, Stafford, TX 77477, e-mail: richard.debose@hccs.edu
Phone: (713) 718-6725


	

	
	The National Science Foundation (NSF) provides grants annually to promote GIS at the two year college level. HCCS will apply for a grant this year. Richard will write the proposal. The first draft is due on April 26. The final proposal has to be submitted in October. Richard will need to identify projects that are long-term in nature and of regional significance. Students will be paid while working in the lab with data sets that companies are willing to share. Richard asked the GDC to contact him with projects that might be suitable for students.
	Richard DeBose
(Houston Community College)

	
	Richard attended a meeting in Monterey in January on establishing a National Center for GIS at the two year college level. The consensus was that because regions have so much specialization, it would be much better having a series of regional centers. Richard will talk to Texas Southern University and North Harris College about local initiatives. He asked the GDC to provide HCCS Geographic Information Science Department with a letter of support for this mission.
	

	Update on
MAPPS vs. USA


	A hearing has been held. The judge did not allow either attorney to make a formal presentation but asked a series of questions and announced he would have a formal decision anywhere between two weeks to four months.
	Peter Price
(North Harris College)

	Competency Based Model
(www.gisci.org/competency_based_model/core_competency_model.htm)
	GISCI solicited public comment on a core competency based certification for a period between March 3 and April 30: “In order to define the full breadth of expected knowledge for a certified GISP, GISCI proposes to adopt the core competency areas listed in the recently completed Geographic Information Science and Technology Body of Knowledge, 2006, developed by the University Consortium for Geographic Information Science (UCGIS), as defining the scope of geospatial information science and technology (GIS&T). The Body of Knowledge is structured around 10 knowledge areas embracing 114 competency units that should be covered by a comprehensive college education program for GIS&T. The Body of Knowledge identifies 24 of the competency units as representing the minimal content for any qualifying program. GISCI plans to modify its standard GISP application to include a requirement for the applicant to certify that he or she has the range of knowledge, skills, and abilities listed in those 24 core competency units through some combination of education and experience”.
	

	www.mapps.org
	Washington State house bill HB1184 contains language that MAPPS is contesting. MAPPS is participating in legislation related to it.
	

	Other Issues
	The GDC officer election will be conducted in May. Usually current officers are nominated for the next higher position. Page 4 of the GDC bylaws, heading ‘Committee Officers’ reads: “Committee officers shall include the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Secretary. All shall be elected from the General Committee’s membership”. Grant called for nominations. You can send your nominations by e-mail before the next GDC meeting or make them known at the next GDC meeting in May. All types of membership are eligible for officer positions. The organization has to be listed as a member of the GDC and the nominee has to be the main representative for the organization.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Nominations for GDC Officers

GDC Bylaws
	
	

	Women Professionals in Government
	Women Professionals in Government (WPG) will have the 2007 Summer Social and 25th Anniversary on Thursday May 17, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, 3665 Willowick Road (at Bob and Elyse Lanier’s house). Mayor Bill White and Andrea White have been invited as special guests. Donations are being accepted for the WPG Scholarship Endowment Fund. E-mail wpg@hctx.net for more information. Reception attendance is $35. RSVP Tracy Robinson: tracy.robinson@publicans.com
	Maria Cristela Vera
(Houston TranStar)

	Texas GIS Forum
	The Annual Texas GIS Forum, sponsored by TNRIS and co-sponsored by the University of Texas will be held from October 1 to 5, 2007, in Austin at the J.J. Pickle Research Center.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

David Dignum
(ESRI)

	Landiscor
Imagery 2007
	Landiscor started flying 2007 aerials for HCAD for the community at a 1.5 foot pixel resolution. Aerials will be available in ECW format. Jackie will distribute imagery samples and Landiscor’s cost estimate to the GDC.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Street Level Imagery Acquisition Project

www.facet-tech.com
	The street level imagery acquisition by Facet Technology Corporation at HCAD is proceeding well. Imagery and videos will take up almost three Terabyte. Facet Technology uses an SUV with various digital cameras attached to the front and the back and a video camera on the top. Jackie will prepare a demo for one of the next meetings. When the imagery is finalized HCAD will share it with Harris County.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	Building Footprints based on LiDAR
	Jackie met Keith Cunningham from LiDAR Logic Inc., a LiDAR specialist, at the CAMA (Computer Aided Mass Appraisal) 2007 Conference in Las Vegas. Keith offered to create building footprints for a small HCAD pilot area using Harris County LiDAR data (provided by HCFCD). Jackie will forward Keith’s detailed contact information to the GDC.
	Jackie Smith
(HCAD)

	LiDAR Data TNRIS
	TNRIS will make statewide LiDAR data along the coast available for the region. The project has been funded by FEMA. Galveston, Chambers, Brazoria, and Matagorda counties will be included. Raw unprocessed data are already available.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Programmer
	CivilTech is looking for a GIS Programmer additionally to the one they have.
	Annie Ding
(CivilTech)

	SCAAUG
	The South Central Area User Group (SCAUG) starts next week in New Orleans.
	David Dignum
(ESRI)

	Pictometry User Conference 2007

FutureView
	Pictometry will host a User Conference called “FutureView 2007” from October 28 – 31 in Orlando, Florida at the Hilton at Walt Disney World, Florida. Topics will cover 911, Community Planning, EMA, Engineering, Fire, GIS, Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Public Works, Transportation, and other government practices. Pictometry users from around the globe will provide presentations.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	ESRI User Conference
	David Dignum will facilitate a meeting for the GDC members who will attend the ESRI User Conference.
	David Dignum
(ESRI)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:10 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, May 2, 2007
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