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Geographic Data Committee

Meeting Minutes Wednesday, March 7, 2007, 9:30 am


	Member Agency
	Contact
	Present

	Alterra Technologies
	Jim Stevens
Matt Kelly
	

	
	
	

	Brazoria County Engineer’s Office
	Kevin Sherrodd
Eric W. Dyess
	

	
	
	

	Burditt Consultants, LLC
	Paul Howard
John Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Alvin
	Cassandra Langley
Doug Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston Emergency Center
	Joel Casas in lieu of Ed Loomis
	

	City of Houston, Planning and Development
	Max Samfield
Fardosht Amirpanahi
	

	
	
	

	City of Houston, Public Utilities Division
	Greg Johnson
Anthony Powell
	

	
	
	

	City of League City
	Rick Brezik
Alice Whitehouse
	

	
	
	

	City of Pasadena
	Charles Vaughan
Matt Ross
	

	
	
	

	City of Pearland
	Michael Masters
Richard Dela Mater
	

	
	
	

	City of Sugar Land
	Mark L. Hochstein
Brad Porter
	

	
	
	

	City of Tomball
	Ivalu Rose
	

	City of West University Place
	Bart Harms
Patrick Walters
	

	
	
	

	CivilTech Engineering, Inc.
	Annie Ding
	

	Claunch & Miller, Inc.
	Doug Wilson
Nicholas Popovich
	

	
	
	

	CLR, Inc.
	Paul Ullman
Scott Fair
	

	
	
	

	Cypress Creek Emergency Management Services
	Toivo Sari
Dan Shelor
	

	
	
	

	Dodson & Associates, Inc.
	Mark Starks
Michael Henze
	

	
	
	

	Fort Bend County Engineer’s Office
	Robert LaBarbera
Adam Guo
	

	
	
	

	Galveston Central Appraisal District
	David Arnold
	

	Greater Fort Bend County EDC
	Barkley Peschel
	

	Greater Harris County 911
	Marc Berryman
Greg Platek
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Appraisal District
	Jackie Smith
Chengyan Wu
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Emergency Services District 7
	Alan D. Lankford
Tim Highley
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Engineer’s Office
	Samuel Garcia
Andre C. Bally
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Flood Control District
	Michael Walters
Scott Lamon
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Information Technology Center
	Roger Forshee
Travis Conner
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services
Mosquito Control Division
	Christina Hailey Dischinger
Stefan Nawrocki
	

	
	
	

	Harris County Tax Office
	Bryan Dunaway
Ed Johnson
	

	
	
	

	HNTB Corporation
	Jeff Scarborough
Heather Standley
	

	
	
	

	Houston Advanced Research Center
	Mustapha Beydoun
Will Alvis
	

	
	
	

	Houston Airport System
	Katherine Luu
Brandon Williams
	

	
	
	

	Houston Community College
	Richard DeBose
	

	Houston Fire Department
	James Hugo
Adrian Trevino
	

	
	
	

	Houston TranStar
	Maria Cristela Vera
	

	Houston-Galveston Area Council
	Tanya Nguyen
Grant Garrison
	

	
	
	

	Klein Volunteer Fire Department
	Rich Jones
	

	Katy Area Economic Development Council
	Steven Perry
Lance LaCour
	

	
	
	

	LAN (Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam), Inc.
	Derek St. John
David Manuel
	

	
	
	

	LJA Engineering & Surveying
	George Culver
Brandon Copeland
	

	
	
	

	Mapping Solutions, Inc.
	Jeff Schiel
Tim York
	

	
	
	

	Magellan Consulting, Inc.
	Virginia Appl
Sam Wilson
	

	
	
	

	Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County
	John Labio
Bryan Carroll
	

	
	
	

	Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
	Vince Hamilton
Mireya Armesto
	

	
	
	

	Montgomery County 911
	Chiu-Wen Ray
Robert M. Gunter
	

	
	
	

	North Harris College
	Peter E. Price
Michael Konvicka
	

	
	
	

	Pate Engineers, Inc.
	Cheli Cellmer
Amanda Nunley
	

	
	
	

	PBS & J
	Timothy P. Ledet
Gray Rackley
	

	
	
	

	Port of Houston Authority
	Thomas Misek
Brian Doolittle
	

	
	
	

	R7 Solutions
	Bryan Hassin
Kraettli Epperson
	

	
	
	

	Rice University
	Eva Garza
German Diaz
	

	
	
	

	Sam Houston State University
Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas
	David William Webb
David R. Hoffpauir
	

	
	
	

	TCB (Turner, Collie & Braden)
	Bruce Davidson
James Wade
	

	
	
	

	Texas Department of Transportation
	Kathy DeBettencourt
Jeremy Scott
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas Medical Center
	James W. Sindelar
Bill Wheeler
	

	
	
	

	Texas Southern University
	Dr. Qisheng Pan
Dr. Lalita Sen
	

	
	
	

	Texas Water Development Board
	Felicia D. Retiz
Erik O’Brian
	

	
	
	

	Waller County Economic Development Partnership
	Vince Yokom
David Crawford
	

	
	
	


	Guests
	Contact
	

	City of Conroe
	Les McKay
	

	City of Houston, Houston Emergency Center
	Joel Casas
	

	City of Houston, Planning & Development
	Chris McPhilamy
	

	ESRI Technologies, Inc.
	David Dignum
	

	Grounds Anderson, LLC
	Brandon Grimm
	

	Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services

Mosquito Control Division
	Nathan McConnell
	

	Parsons Brinckerhoff
	Laura Marks
	


	Agenda Item
	Action/Discussion/Information
	Responsibility

	Call to Order
	The GDC Chair, Jackie Smith, sent her regrets for this meeting. Thomas Misek, Port of Houston Authority, called the meeting to order at 9:40 am.
	Thomas Misek
(PoHA)

	Review
of the Minutes
	The February 7, 2007, minutes were adopted as circulated.
	Thomas Misek
(PoHA)

	Presentation
MAPPS et al. vs. FARC

GDC FTP Site
www.mapps.org
	· The MAPPS lawsuit is just the most recent litigation in a series of legal actions on this issue. There have been several bills in the past but this type of litigation failed initially. A bill currently pending is to limit distribution of mapping data to either surveyors or surveyors architects and engineers. A few years ago there was a proposition for the Texas legislation that would require the surveyor’s stamp on every map that was produced and distributed. Peter could not remember if the proposition would be limited to government procurement or apply to procurement in general.

· The idea for the MAPPS lawsuit started with language used by the Department of Labor describing services that referred to apprenticeships and other things that may apply to the GIS profession. MAPPS commented that they would strongly oppose the “effort to “dumb-down” the geospatial community – by referring to it as an “industry” that is part of “information technology” where entry is provided through labor union-inspired “apprenticeships” MAPPS has stated that the United States policy for some aspects of data acquisition for GIS and Remote Sensing data for federal services would violate the Brooks Act. MAPPS has seen a gap or possible break in the regulation in the way these services are procured. MAPPS’s goal is that GIS and Remote Sensing Services for federal procurement would have to be handled under a registered, certified engineering, architectural, or surveying organization.
· The Amicus Curiae filed by the Association of American Geographers (AAG) stated that “a victory by the plaintiffs would not only insulate all federal mapping contracts from price competition, but also exclude everyone else—that is, everyone and anyone other than licensed engineers and surveyors—from even being eligible to receive a federal mapping contract.” In response to the Amicus Curiae, MAPPS argued that their intentions were misunderstood and that they would not change the language of their lawsuit.
	Peter Price
(North Harris College)

	
	· It is the position of URISA and others that, should the plaintiffs be successful in their lawsuit, it could severely limit the ability to supply information. The scope or the effects are unknown.
	

	
	· Limiting of procurement would affect independent sources of GIS products at federal, state, and local government levels. It might also affect federal government procurement through grants. Any GIS data, mapping information would come through a surveying, architecture, or engineering organization. It would expand the scope of architectural-engineering surveying and mapping beyond their professional expertise certified by registration or licensing as a surveyor, engineer, or architect. Certified engineers, architects, and surveyors as experts in their respective fields would have to extend their expertise to become experts licensed and certified in GIS. They would control dissemination of GIS information. Certification and licensing needs to be addressed by the GIS group of professionals.
	

	
	· Peter expressed his concerns about MAPPS’s intentions behind the lawsuit. They are lobbying to maximize profits for members of their group.

· Organizations should be responding to this issue to a much greater extent. ESRI would be a good forum for a discussion of this matter. ESRI’s clients are GIS experts, but also engineers, architects, and surveyors. David Dignum from ESRI suggested ESRI could facilitate a room at the user conference and invite participants from both sides to a panel discussion. Peter suggested to also hosting a round table discussion locally.

· Peter saved the additional links and information from different sources into a PowerPoint file. H-GAC will post the file to the public section of the GDC FTP site. The American Association of Geographers (AAG) is the best source for information related to this case. AAG has scanned the legal briefs, comments from multiple sources, and the Amicus Curiae brief that has been filed by URISA, AAG, and others, and posted them to their website.
	

	GDC Bylaws Subcommittee Status
	The GDC Bylaws Review Subcommittee will get together in March and provide a report in the next GDC meeting.
	Thomas Misek
(PoHA)

	
	Last year’s Bylaws Review Subcommittee:

· Eva Garza, Rice University

· Thomas Misek, Port of Houston Authority

· Max Samfield, City of Houston, Planning & Development

· Paul Ullman, CLR, Inc.
	

	
	will be joined by:

· Roger Forshee, Harris County ITC

· Mark Hochstein, City of Sugar Land

· Andre Bally, Harris County Engineer’s Office

· Robert LaBarbera, Ft. Bend County Engineer’s Office

· Grant Garrison, H-GAC

Roger Forshee suggested a tiered GDC membership to cover for the annual recurring data purchases and resolve budgeting issues that might come up with cooperative purchases throughout the year. There could be a basic membership and depending on the data purchases other levels. Eva remembered that the GDC Bylaws Review Subcommittee had discussed the tiered GDC membership last year and came to the conclusion it might not work well, especially when purchases are being canceled as with GO!Sync.
	

	infoUSA License Renewal Status
	The budget for the infoUSA license renewal has been established. City of Houston is one of the larger contributors this year. Household data will be for Harris County only, like last year, and will be available to all contributing partners. infoUSA re-prices its data on a monthly basis and since December 2006, when Grant started negotiations with infoUSA, the cost has gone up slightly. In order to keep the offer at $40,000, only household data will remain identical to 2006 in its structure, but business data will be presented in a slightly different format. infoUSA sent Grant a 2007 business data sample. Grant demonstrated this business data sample to the GDC while comparing it to 2006 through an overlay within ArcGIS. Content of the business data or attribute values in the data sets remains untouched. Some field names and the order or structure of the fields have changed slightly. The changes are minimal and do not affect the content. Grant received approval from the GDC to proceed with the infoUSA data purchase.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	STAR*Map
Subcommittee
Status Report
	The STAR*Map Subcommittee finalized STAR*Map standards. Marc Berryman will present the final document to the GDC next month. STAR*Map users should begin to determine how they want alias tables for any unlisted databases integrated with the STAR*Map. The subcommittee discussion evolved around handling of actual block ranges. H-GAC traditionally rounded the block ranges to the nearest 100 block. Some of the data editors and users prefer to have actual block ranges. Multiple fields, an actual and typical block range, have been assigned to accommodate both users.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(COH, P & D)

	
	The actual block range allows for more accurate geocoding of addresses along the street centerline. The 911 dispatch will not have gaps in addresses because they will all be verified. If an address changes, or a new one is being added and the line segment was already completed, you now will have to go back to that particular segment und update the actual value. City of Houston will start developing the STAR*Map tool sooner than planned using their ArcGIS Server Advanced Version.
	

	STAR*Map
Quarterly Release
Status Report
	Since January 3rd, 10,420 changes have been integra-ted into STAR*Map. 712 new roads were added. 9,708 road segments were spatially modified or their attri-butes were updated. H-GAC will publish the first quarter 2007 STAR*Map CD by the end of March and distribute to maintenance subscribers the first week of April.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Training
	· ESRI will provide Grant with a training date within the next two weeks. Mid to late April H-GAC will host a full week of ArcGIS Server 9.2 training. The first two days (Monday and Tuesday) will be Introduction to ArcGIS Server 9.2. Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday will be Developing Applications with ArcGIS Server 9.2 Using Microsoft .NET Framework. Cost for the full week of training will be $2,250.00. The two days Introduction class will be $900.00, three days of development will be $1,350.00. Grant will have more details soon.
· H-GAC will host an Introduction to ArcGIS class for staff at H-GAC through TeachMeGis in April or May. Let Grant know if you are interested.
· Anybody interested in other training should provide feedback to H-GAC. More training classes will be scheduled throughout the year depending on the number of people interested.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	Python Training
	Fardosht reported that the Python Training he and four other staff from the City of Houston attended was very useful and well worth its money. The Triangle Zope and Python Users Group (TriZPUG) will offer the same Python training again in May 2007.
	Fardosht Amirpanahi
(COH, P & D)

	Viability of GDC Providing Data to
First Responders
	Mapping Solutions provides mapping services to smaller First Responder organizations in the Houston-Galveston area that have no dedicated GIS experts on staff. Mapping Solutions acquires the data from five different sources:
· Greater Harris County 911

· Harris County Appraisal District, parcel data
· Key Maps

· STAR*Map

· Local Fire Departments, hydrant data. Each local fire
	Jeff Schiel
(Mapping Solutions)

	
	department works with their own personnel and a GPS device and gathers the data to provide it to Mapping Solutions. In most areas of the country hydrant data is convenient to obtain. The Houston-Galveston area has too many different water suppliers for the hydrants. There is no master file.
	

	
	Some of the data is being updated quarterly, some more often, some less often. The vendor is providing in-vehicle mapping software to each of the agencies separately. First Responders would prefer a central data repository for the updates. Eva suggested the Columbia Regional Geospatial Center as the central location for this data. After the last GDC meeting, Jeff Schiel e-mailed the data requirements for the First Responders. Klein VFD would like to have the updates done locally. Some of the layers like the flood plane are not changing often. Rich Jones will send Grant a list with the layers he needs and the map Klein is using. Grant will find out which organization is responsible for the particular data sets and provide Rich with the contact information.
	

	Other Issues
GIS Day 2007
	If you want to be added to the GIS Day 2007 distribution list contact Christina Dischinger. Also contact her with suggestions for a keynote speaker for the GIS Day: cdischinger@hcphes.org or (713) 440-3035. The kickoff meeting is Thursday, March 8, 2:00 pm, at HCPHES, Mosquito Control Office, 3330 Old Spanish Trail Building D. Main subject for this meeting will be this year’s hosting location. The GIS Day Committee is considering different Harris County facilities. Richard DeBose suggested Houston Community College as an option. GIS Day meetings will be scheduled once a month for now.
	Christina Dischinger
(HCPHES)

	Google Earth Pro
Sketchup Pro
	Sketchup Pro has already been distributed. Mike Jones from Google has announced that the Google Licensing Group will send out an e-mail to every single user with further instructions for the download within a week. Some have not received this e-mail. Thomas will send out a reminder to Google.
	Thomas Misek
(PoHA)

	Google’s Acquisition
of the 2006
Aerial Imagery
	Grant had to resend some of the one foot imagery to Google because of the corrections. Google had sent another hard drive and Grant sent it back to them. It will be April until they publish the imagery.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	2008 Acquisition of Oblique Imagery / 
2008 Acquisition of Aerial Imagery
	Montgomery County 911 will contract with Pictometry in 2008 to fly their area at two different scales to provide oblique imagery. Harris County Appraisal District is already working with Pictometry. Harris County Flood
	Chiu-Wen Ray
(Montgomery County 911)
Scott Lamon (HCFCD)

	
	Control is pursuing a 2008 license for the use of the oblique imagery with Pictometry. Fort Bend County EDC and Fort Bend Central Appraisal District indicated they would have an interest in Pictometry’s obliques as well. The acquisition of oblique imagery in several counties might limit the 2008 budget for the aerial orthophotography. The Aerial Review Subcommittee will consider oblique imagery and review Pictometry’s option. They will get in touch with Pictometry and inquire about the pricing on a cooperative purchase for 2008. Oblique imagery might be added as one of the options to the request for proposals. Pictometry might not be able to provide the degree of ground accuracy that is being requested by the GDC. The RFP has to be ready by early August to be able to contract in December after completion of all the reviews, recommendations, and approvals.
	

	Distribution of Corrected 2006 Aerial Imagery
	Grant will distribute imagery for the areas that have been reflown in January 2007. The TIFFS are 30 GB and will need to go on a hard drive. MrSIDs will be distributed through the file to the public section of the GDC FTP site.
	Grant Garrison
(H-GAC)

	GIS Data Accuracy and Integrity
	Going back to the discussion about the MAPPS lawsuit George pointed out that accuracy and integrity become more important for the GIS data. The consensus in the group was that the responsibility lies with the publishing data source. This increases the importance of the metadata to verify accuracy. One suggestion was that it should be a legal requirement to provide the metadata with the data. Although data being used by first responders have to be accurate it is not necessary to provide them on a surveyed-grade accuracy level. This would only raise the cost for the taxpayer.
	George Culver
(LJA Engineering)

	CenterPoint Addressing going to Montgomery County
	Montgomery County 911 will take over addressing from CenterPoint Energy. Negotiations started two weeks ago and ran smoothly. Target date for the takeover is April 2007. Fardosht will get in touch with Chiu-Wen to talk about the portion of the Montgomery County addressing that falls into the City of Houston ETJ.
	Chiu-Wen Ray
(Montgomery County 911)


Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 11:20 am
Upcoming Meeting
Wednesday, April 4, 2007
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